





Match Racing
to Hobart

wo things happened over the
Tweekend before OFFSHORE

went to press that made me think
long and hard about performances in
the recent Telstra Sydney to Hobart.

The first was on the final night of the
world swimming championships in
Perth when Grant Hackett swam the
third fastest ever time in the 1500 metres
to take the gold medal. Commentators,
quite rightly, lauded his performance,
the pain barrier he had to break through,
and the tenacity and concentration he
had to maintain to sustain the effort for
almost 15 minutes.

The second was when I sailed my
own boat in a 40 mile race where four
boats, all pretty much the same size,
raced tack for tack for almost two-third
of the distance and finished only min-
utes apart. Close racing over that dis-
tance was exhilarating and, at times,
frustrating, but physically and mentally
exhausting. In the bar after the race, all
four crews still had the adrenaline

The pressure on those on board to
sustain the focus and performance for the
three days plus is a little appreciated part
of our sport. It was remarkable to the
extreme in this case.

pumping as they discussed the event,
tack for tack, gybe for gybe.

This made me think of Syd Fischer
and Karl Kwok who, respectively skip-
pered Ragamuffin and Beau Geste down
the track to Hobart. From the gun on
Boxing Day until their finish off Battery
Point, a mere six seconds apart, the two
yachts were within sight of each other
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for 630 nautical miles and according to
their crews they were rarely more than a
mile apart.

Both yachts had the best of every-
thing on board, not only in terms of the
preparedness of the boats, the sails and
the equipment, but also numbered
among their crews some of the world's
best and most experienced sailors.

Notwithstanding, the pressure of rac-
ing 630 miles through conditions that
were varied enough to at any time
potentially favour one boat more than
the other, it is remarkable these two
crews were able to sustain their concen-
tration and effort for the three and a half
days it took Ragamuffin and Beau Geste to
complete the course. Even the final 12
miles up the Derwent River saw a
gybing duel that could have resulted in
either boat crossing the line that one
boat length ahead that Ragamuffin was
able to secure at the end.

This remarkable duel was somewhat
overshadowed in the media reports by
an equally enthralling and equally close
contest between Brindabella and her
smaller rival Exile, ending as it should
with the bigger boat taking the publicly
popular trophy for line honours.

In these two contests we
had all the drama and excite-
ment of the 1500 metre swim
by Grant Hackett, unfortu-
nately without the television
cameras and the crowds there
to capture it throughout. Only
the finish in Hobart caught the
camera lens and the public applause.

My five hours off the Sydney coast-
line pales by comparison, a tantalising
taste of the feelings, the joys and fears,
highs and lows, and the frustrations on
aboard Ragamuffin, Beau Geste, Exile and
Brindabella. The pressure on those on
board to sustain the focus and perfor-
mance for the three days plus is a little
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appreciated part of our sport. It was
remarkable to the extreme in this case.

Those of us who compete each year
in the Sydney to Hohart race are often
asked why we keep going back. Tust ask
any of the crew of these four boats.

The Whithread Race

In the early hours of December 23 last, EF
Language, the first of the Whibread 60s to
finish the 2400 nautical mile leg of the
Whitbread Race from Fremantle to Syd-
ney, crossed the finish line in Sydney Har-
bour. As she did, four other W60s were in
line astern between the Opera House and
Bradleys Head, with three of the four
remaining yachts already around South
Head and sailing up the Harbour.

This was the closest finish in Whit-
bread Race history and, like the duels
in the Hobart race, saw white knuckle
racing boat-for-boat for 2400 miles. Lit-
erally, any one of the fleet had the
potential to take line honours in the
final few miles.

The Whitbread fleet departed Syd-
ney on January 4, strongly supported by
a flotilla of well-wishers, well managed
by Waterways who had already con-
trolled the much larger Sydney to
Hobart crowd on Boxing Day.

However, apart from the sailing com-
munity, the Whitbread Race unfortu-
nately received little other support or
publicity whilst in Sydney and seemed
to be largely ignored by our local press
and television. After their previous visit
to Sydney, round-the-world race organ-
isers chose to go elsewhere in subse-
quent years because of poor support
and neglect by the State Government
and the media. I am left wondering if
the results here this time around have
left the same taste in their mouths. /)

Peter Bush, Commodore
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia






















































































































































Brindabella -
A Viable
Transformation

The 1997 Telstra Southern Cross
Cup was a closely contested
series highlighted by the contin-
uous tug of war between the Aus-
tralian and Hong Kong-China teams.
The fact that both these teams con-
tained the big boats of the event led
many to believe that IMS had some-
how magically swung mid-season to
favor larger yachts. However, I think
the reality of the situation has more to
do with the quality of the crews and
boats - they were simply the best in the
fleet and their results were well
deserved.

One boat that stood out perhaps
more than the rest (in that she exceed-
ed people’s expectations) was Brind-
abella. Brindabella has always been
focused on her main goal which has
been maximum speed under the rule
for the aim of achieving line honors.
While sometimes this led to overall
handicap wins it is fair to say she has
never been capable of taking a consis-
tent leading role in an event such as the

Southern Cross Cup.

In many respects the rule has left
this boat behind particularly if you
keep in mind that she was built when
carbon was banned totally and there
was no upper limit defining rule a la
the ILC 70. When that rule came in,
along with the removal of the carbon
ban, Brindabella was no longer capable
of being at the race limit and so the
opportunity was taken to make the
boat competitive under handicap with-
out losing, and hopefully gaining, real
boat speed. The fact that the IMS rule
gives credit for various aspects of con-
struction, rig type, and age meant that
it was time to change our approach
and look to trade these items against
themselves with the hope of producing
a better boat for handicap racing.

The main window of opportunity
revolved around the rig which was lost
in the 1996 Hobart. I had been
impressed with the potential shown by
the Corel 45s and their runnerless rigs.
I was confident the concept could be
improved on so we made a list of pros
and cons as follows:

PROS:

¢ Rating credits for a mast without runners,

Optimising

checkstays, and
sec/mile)

¢ Eliminate weight in stern of runners and
associated crew (reduced pitching)
 Simplify sailing of boat (faster tacking)

¢ Opportunity to sail with reduced crew

¢ Future potential of boat after racing career
as fast cruiser

CONS

» Extra weight aloft as fore and aft stiffness
requirements mean more material in tube
(increase pitching)

¢ Loss of mast bend controls

¢ Reduction in maximum forestay tension

¢ Loss of sail area through reduced overlap

jumpers (approx. 3

Solutions
The job was to reduce, rationalise or
eliminate the cons without hurting the
pros. This was handled as follows:
Extra weight : This was not as big
an issue as it has been since in 1996 the
IMS adopted rig weight and center of
gravity as direct input values as
opposed to simply ticking carbon or
aluminum. As a result a carbon mast
could be engineered as required for
this task without undue concern about
absolute weight. Nonetheless, weight
aloft does slow a boat down so ideally

TEL: 61 29948 1512 « FAX 61 2 9948 2392 « EMAIL: JUTSONYD @ REAL.NET.AU

JUTSON

www.south.com.nf/sjyacht/

February » March 1998

51


















































