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_A race running over 
129km on foot, 
up and down 

three mountain peaks. 
A voyage across 

317 nautical miles 
of open ocean. 



From the Commodore's Desk 

Winds of Change 
No Southerly 
Buster! 

I t seems that the w inds of change, 

I as forecast in OFFSHORE's Ap ril / 
May issue, were not blowing strong 
enough to persuade the Australian 

Yachting Federation to accept Austral­
ian Offs hore's original proposal for sig­
nifica nt reforms in the administration 

of offshore racing. 
Despite a strong recommendation 

from the A YF's own working pa rty, the 
Australian Offshore submission fa iled 
to gain accep tance at Council level. 

Subsequent meetings held by the A YF 
Offshore Committee have since em­
braced many of the initiatives put for-

stimulus for change. 
Declining an invitation to join the 

A YF Committee as non-voting mem­
bers, Simmer and Ross will continue to 
press for effective change within the 
AYF. 

Their intention is fo r AO to become 

an owner / sailors association working 
closely w ith clubs and they will con­
tinue to press for effective change within 
the AYF. 

Concern With yachting 
Association of NSW 
Of greater concern to the Cruising Yacht 

Club of Australia are the deep divisions 
w ithin both the Austra lian Yachting 
Federa tion and the Yachting Associa­
tion of New South Wales . 

Many clubs, including the CYCA, 
have wi thheld subscriptions pending 

the outcome of current 

efforts to revitalise these 
organisations and the 
creation of a new fee col­
lecting proposal. 

There is no doubt that 
the YA NSW is hope­
lessly underfunded and 
mostclubsrecognise the 
need to support higher 
levels of subscriptions. 

"Their intention is for AO 
to become an owner/ 

sailors association 
working closely with 

clubs and they will 
continue to press for 

effective change within 
the AYF" 

Now, more than ever, 
our sport needs vision 
and leadership as we 

move towards the Sydney Olympics. 

Funding is only part of the issue and 
w ill be much easier to raise once the 

wa rd by Australian Offs hore. 

However, representation rules have 

not changed. 
Proportional representa tion and 

fun.din g wi ll re m ain a m ajor iss ue 
wi th the Australi an Offshore group 
led by Grant Simmer and Geoff Ross, 
who have p rov ided a much need ed 

house is put in order. 

The Pon Anhur 
Tragedy 
So much has been written and spoken 

about the Port Arthur tragedy that it has 
been hard to absorb and understand the 
ramifications of this terrible blot on our 

history. 
Every sailor who has ever raced to 

Hobart would be deeply shocked by 
this event. Many of us included Port 
Arthur in the Hobart itinerary as a fam­
ily d ay out before returning home. 

It would be just inconceivable that 
such a beautiful and peaceful place could 
be the scene for a tragedy of this magni­
tude and horror . Our thoughts are w ith 
the victims, their families and our friends 

throughout Tasmania. 
We need to send another great fleet 

to Hobart this year to aid the healing 
p rocess. Let's make 1996 a special year 
for Tasmania. .,Ji 

David Fuller 
Commodore, CYCA 

What's Coming Up 
attheCyCA 
June - July 1996 

• The Digital Winter Series continues 
through to Sunday, July 28 (Ladies 
Day). The last pointscore race is on 
Sunday, July 21 . 

• Canon Sydney-Gold Coast Classic 
(August 3), notice of race is available 
at the Sai ling Office and early entries 
would be appreciated. 

•June Members' Night is Magic, Mys­
tery and Mayhem on Friday, June 14. 
Tickets are $45 from reception . 

• Friday, July 26 is the Associates' 
20-Year Members' Dinner. Details 
from reception on 02 363 9731 . 
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Victory in the 
National Business 

Directory Sydney to 
Mooloolaba race 

climaxed a 
remarkable summer 
of success for Kings 

Cross-Sydney, the 
evergreen 36-footer 
skippered by Middle 
Harbour yachtsman 

Ray Stone. 
Peter Campbell 

reports. 

Kings Cross 

Blue 
Bona 

• twas just after nine o'clock on a 
balmy autumn evening off 

I 
Queensland's Sunshine Coast, 
north of Brisbane, as Kings Cross­
Sydney slowly sailed the fina l few 
miles to the finish line off 

Mooloolaba, the crew carefully tacking 
and trimming sai ls to maintain 
boatspeed in the mere four knots of 
breeze. 

Only halfan hour before, the 36-footer 
had been sweeping across Moreton Bay 
under spinnaker before the last of the 
south-easterly seabreeze, well on target 
to clinch victory in a unique series of 
ocean racing pointscores out of Sydney. 

C.June •July 1996 

Above: A WINNER ... Crew packing the weather rail, owner/skipper Syd Fischer at the helm, the Farr 50 
Ragamuffin heads for Mooloolaba in the National Business Directory race. Ragamuffin won IMS Division 1. 
(Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

But three miles from the finish line 
off Point Cartwright on the Sunshine 
Coast, it looked as if Kings Cross-Sydney 
had "missed the boat" not only in the 
Mooloolaba race but also in the other 
major pointscores hinging on this last 
breeze of summer. 

In theMooloolaba Yacht Club, packed 
with crews from the 20 or so yachts 
which had already finished the race, 

they were already buying drinks for 
loca l yachting personality Bob "Sir 
Robbo" Robertson who looked like at 
last winning a Sydney-Mooloolaba race, 
with his latest yacht, the NSX-36, The 
Last Picasso. 

"A lot hinged on this race - but we 
did it, " an elated Ray Stone said late that 
night as he and his crew finally joined 
the rest of the yachties in the club bar. 



""Kings Cross-Sydney 
ended the summer ocean 
racing season of 1995-96 

with a cleansweep of 
every major pointscore" 

"We were having a fantastic spinna­
ker sa il from Cape Moreton until the last 
half hour when the wind swung right 
on the nose- and dropped to four knots," 
Stone told OFFSHORE. "I thought 'this 
is it' but with constant trimming we 
kept going slowly and got there in time 
to win the race and the other 
pointscores." 

In a complete change-around of com­
puter predictions based on earlier posi-

. tion reports, Kings Cross-Sydney and the 
31-footer Wildfire both ousted The Last 
Picasso from first place on corrected time 
in IMS Division 2 and "Sir Robbo" had 
to be content with third . 

That success, Stone's first ever win in 
14 attempts in the Mooloolaba race con­
ducted by his own club, was the penul­
timate performance by Kings Cross-Syd­
ney, originally designed by New Zea­
lander Laurie Davidson in 1985 and 
twice optimised by Sydney-based Scott 
Jutson . 

Always sailed with tenacious con­
sistency by Stone, his son Glenn and an 
equally dedicated crew, Kings Cross-Syd­
ney ended the summer ocean racing sea­
son of 1995-96 w ith a cleansweep of 
every major pointscore: 

• Champion Yacht of the Nationa l 
Business Directory Sydney Regatta, win­
ning the IMS Racer Class and accumu­
lating the highest points of any yacht in 
the seven-race series. 

• Winner of the Cruising Yacht Club's 
Blue Water Pointscore for long ocean 
races over the 1995-96 season - starting 
with the 1995 Canon Gold Coast Clas­
sic, including the Telstra Sydney to 
Hobart as a mandatory race, and finish­
ing with the ational Business Direc­
tory Sydney-Mooloolaba. 

• Winner of Middle Harbour Yacht 
Club's Gillawa Shield for the eighth time. 

• A winning double in the CYCA's 
combined clubs Short Ocean Pointscore, 
winning her division under both IMS 
and PHS handicaps. 

This was the 33rd annual race to 
Queensland waters conducted by Mid­
dle Harbour Yacht Club and while the 
45-boat fleet was down sharply from 

Above: THE CHAMPION: ... Kings 
Cross-Sydney, with owner/skipper Ray 
Stone at the helm, drives to windward 

in the National Business Directory 
Sydney-Mooloolaba, a race that gave 
her victory in the CYCA's Blue Water 
Pointscore for the fourth time and the 

overall trophy for the NBD Sydney 
Regatta. She also won IMS Division 2 

of the Mooloolaba race. (Pie - Ian 
Mainsbridge) 

Right: IMPRESSIONIST ... 
Queensland yacht The Last Picasso, 

skippered by "Robbo" Robertson, 
spears over a wave as she heads to 

sea in the National Business Directory 
Sydney-Mooloolaba race. (Pie - Peter 

Campbell) 

the 62 which sailed in 1995, it 
was one of the best IMS fleets 
to race north and proved to 
be one of the most competi­
tive in years. 

The success of Kings Cross­
Sydney is a tribute to the con­
stant competitiveness of 
Stone and his crew, never 
giving up, always trying to extract that 
extra half knot out of the boat. 

They went into the Mooloolaba race 
knowing they had to beat two particular 
yachts - Syd Fischer's Farr 50 Ragamuffin 
was two points ahead in the Sydney 
Regatta IMS Racer class, while only three 
points separated Kings Cross-Sydney and 
another veteran boat, Bruce Foye and 
Lance Peckman's Farr 43, AMP Wild 
Oats, in the Blue Water Pointscore. 

Stone said two tactical moves as they 
rock-hopped and beach-bounced up the 
NSW Far North Coast and the Queens­
land Gold Coast gave them a vital edge 
after a disappointing first 24 hours at 

sea in the 470 nautical mile race. "When 
we got around Cape Byron we went 
right along the shore until just before 
Cudgen Head, south of Tweed Heads, 
where we did a right turn and came out 
under spinnaker before a freshening 
sou'easter," Stone explained. 

"We again sailed right along the Gold 
Coast beaches until the Southport Sea­
way entrance where we gybed and 
picked up an amazing 3 knot northerly 
current. We were showing 6.6 knots on 
the log but the GPS showed us making 
9 to 10 knots - it was just amazing," 
Stone added. 

Soon after buying the now 11-year-
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Above: LAKE BOAT ... Dictator, skipper Bruce 
Meade and her crew from Lake Macquarie set sail in 
the National Business Directory Sydney-Mooloolaba 
race. (Pie - Peter Campbell). 

old Kings Cross-Sydney, Stone commis­
sioned Scott Jutson to optimise the IOR 
36-footer with extensive modifications 
to the hull. Jutson later successfully 
optimised her to the IMS rule, with a 
new keel and rudder. 

It was a good race for Hood 
Sailmakers, with Kings Cross-Sydney car­
rying a full Hood inventory, as did third 
placed The Last Picasso. Line honours 
winner, Peter Walker's Kell Steinmann­
designedfoxtel Amazon, had a new Hood 
spinnaker and No 2 -genoa . Yendys, 
which won the IMS Cruiser /Racer class 
of the Sydney Regatta also carries Hood 
sails. 

-
SIS 

Above right: MAXI MATCH: Maxi yacht Foxtel Amazon (Peter Walker) overshadows pocket maxi Infinity Ill 
(Martin James) as they head for Mooloolaba. Amazon took line honours, Infinity Ill was third to finish. (Pie - Ian 
Mainsbridge) Above centre: OCEAN DEBUT ... Victorian yacht lndospray Prowler, skippered by Joe Westerlo, 
made her ocean racing debut in the National Business Directory Sydney-Mooloolaba race. The crew did a 
practice spinnaker hoist just before the start. (Pie • Peter Campbell) 

the Sydney to Wollongong race, had a 
slight edge in the Sydney Regatta IMS 
Racer class and also in the overall Re­
gatta pointscore. 

Ragam11ffin sailed a fine race to 
Mooloolaba, her last in Australia before 
heading across the Pacific for the 1996 
Kenwood Cup in Hawaii in August. She 
actually led the fleet a couple of times in 
the race up the NSW North Coast and 
was always snapping at the transoms of 

.Ninety Seven. However, in the IMS Racer 
class of the Sydney Regatta, Kings Cross­
Sydney, had the edge to fini sh with 349 
points to Ragam11ffin 's final total of 343. 
Third went to the Farr 31, Wildfire (Brian 
Saunders) with 342 points. 

the maxis and pocket 
Ross, who had neve n maxis. 

Wildfire finished second in th e 
Mooloolaba race IMS Division 2 to Kings 
Cross-Sydney, both yachts finishing 
ahead of time to displace local yachting 
personality "Robbo" Robertson in his 
NSX-36, The Last Picasso, which earlier 
had looked the winner. 

an ocean race until he bough 
yendys last year, believes th 

two-thirds of the success in Ion 
ocean radng comes from 

Foxtel Amazon fi­
nally got the gun, just 
over an hour ahead of 
Andrew Short's Inn­
keeper Petaluma Wines 
in a time of 60 hours 
52 minutes 00 sec­

The Sydney-Mooloolaba was the sev­
enth and final race in the 1996 National 
Business Directory Sydney Regatta, a 
series of short, medium and long ocean 
races which has given a significant boost 
to yacht numbers and the competitive­
ness of the post-Hobart racing out of 
Sydney by the combined clubs fleet. 

Going into the Mooloolaba, Ragam11f­
fin, with a string of wins that began with 
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onds, but Martin James' Farr 66 Infinity 
III and Ragamuffin finished only six hours 
later, with Infinity III crossing less than 
four minutes in front of Ragamuffin. 

Ragamuffin won IMS Division 1 of the 
Mooloolaba race from the Iain Murray­
designed ILC 40, Bit o' F/11ff, sailed by Ed 
Psaltis and his crew from his old 30-
footer, Hall Chadwick Nuzulu, third place 
going to Andrew Strachan' s Farr 47, 

IMS Division 3 went to the Farr 1104, 
Son of a Son, sailed by Middle Harbour 
yachtsman Pat Nash and Bob Dempsey, 
with the Cavalier 35, A Crewed Interest 
(Warwick Sherman) second, and the 
Farr-designed Beneteau 45, Yendys 
(Geoff Ross) third. 

Yendys' third gave her victory in the 
Sydney Regatta IMS Cruiser / Racer di­
vision, vindicating owner Ross' deci­
sion to commission designer Bruce Farr 
to create a a new keel and rudder prior 
to the recent Sydney to Hobart in which 
she placed second in IMS Division D. 
He also installed the commercial ver­
sion of the navigation software devel­
oped for , ·ew Zealand's successful 



IN THE PINK ... Queensland owned Bit o' Fluff, skippered by Sydney yachtsman Ed Psaltis, finished second in 
IMS Division 1 of the National Business Directory Mooloolaba race. Psaltis is honorary treasurer of the CYCA. 
(Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

America's Cup bid. 
Yendys came from behind to total 337 

points and win the Sydney Regatta 
Cruiser / Racer division from Martin 
James' Farr 66, Infinity III, on 332.5 points 
which took second place on a countback 
from the Bashford /Howison 41, Sycorax 
(Michael Quinn). 

Ross, who had never sailed i,n an 
ocean race until he bought Yendys las t 
year, believes that two-thirds of the suc­
cess in long ocean racing comes from 
preparing the boat and its crew. "It's 
like running a small business - the same 
rules and dedication applies," sa id Ross, 
who runs a telecommunications and 
software business in Sydney. "There are 
no rock stars on board, just a keen and 
dedicated crew." 

The PHS divisions of the Sydney­
Mooloolaba also decided the outcome 

of the Sydney Regatta, with the oldest 
yacht in the fleet, the timber-hulled 
former New Zealand 66-footer, Fide/is 
(Nigel Stoke) winning PHS Division 1 
from the much-travelled Hogs Breath 
Witchdoctor (Maurie Cameron) and J44 
Phoenix (Bob Reynolds) . 

PHS Division 2 saw a comfortable 
win by another Middle Harbour yachts­
man, Kim Williams in his fast Ross 35, 
Rock n' Roll, from the Young 95, Exocet, 
skippered by computer programming 
whizz Howard Elliott, and Toccata (John 
Winchester). 

The Mooloolaba win by Rock 'n Roll 
gave her a comfortable victory in the 
PHS Division of the NBD Sydney Re­
gatta, accumulating 333 points over the 
seven race series. Impeccable, the 15-year­
old Peterson 36 skippered by septuage­
narian John Walker, finished second 

with 328 points, third place in the Syd-­
ney Regatta pointscore going to Exocet 
with 319 points . 

While there was no overall IMS win­
ner of the Sydney-Mooloolaba race, 
Middle Harbour Yacht Club did run an 
overall PHS result. The winner was 
Fide/is which back in 1966 took line hon­
ours in the Sydney to Hobart. 

The long, narrow timber sloop which 
was brought across the Tasman by a 
group of Sydney yachtsmen to contest 
the 50th Sydney to Hobart, sailed an 
excellent race to finish 15th in the fleet, 
winning the PHS overall trophy from 
the David Lyons-designed 40-footer, 
Rapscallion, the former Cuckoos Nest now 
owned b y CYCA member Dick 
Voordehake. Third place went to Elu­
sive, a Jarkan 42, skippered by another 
CYCA member, Geoff Lavis. 

For Fide/is, along with Ninety Seven 
and Henry Kendall Akubra, Mooloolaba 
was just a short stopover. The three 
Sydney yachts were among 21 boats 
which set sail on Good Friday in the 
inaugural Solomon Islands Airlines Bris­
bane to the Solomon Islands ocean race, 
finishing at the western province capi­
tal of Gizo. .,/£ 

Results 
IMS DIVISION ONE: 1. RAGAMUFFIN, FARR 
50, SYD FISCHER, RSYS - 53.07.022; 2. BIT 'O 
FLUFF, MURRAY ILC 40, ED PSALTIS, CYCA 
- 53.25.13; 3. NINETY SEVEN, FARR 47 , 
ANDREW STRACHAN, RSYS -54.02.11. 
IMS DIVISION TWO: 1. KINGS CROSS , 
DAVIDSON/JUTSON 36, RAY STONE, MHYC 
51 .29.35 ; 2. WILDFIRE , FARR 31 , BR IAN 
SAUNDERS, MHYC 51.37.42 ; 3. THE LAST 
PICASSO, JUTSON NS-38, BOB ROBERTSON, 
MYC 51.43.48. IMS DIVISION THREE: 1. SON 
OF A SON, FARR 1104, PAT NASH/BOB 
DEMPSEY,MHYC 51 .57.12; 2. ACREWED IN­
TEREST, CAVALIER 35, WARWICK SHER­
MAN,CYC 52.06.00 3. YENDYS, BENETEAU 
47, GEOFF ROSS , MHYC -53.36.28; SCOR­
ING: SINGLE WINDSPEED (10 KNOTS) PRE­
CONSTRUCTED COURSE.PH$ DIVISION 
ONE: 1. FIDELi$, RHEIMERS 66, NIGEL 
STOKE, RSYS; 2. HOGSBREATHWITCHDOC­
TOR , DAVIDSON 40, MAURIE CAMERON , 
CYCA; 3. J44 PHOENIX, JOHNSTONE J44, 
BOB REYNOLDS , MHYC. PHS DIVISION TWO: 
1. ROCK N' ROLL, ROSS 35, KIM WILLIAMS, 
MHYC; 2. EXOCET, YOUNG 95, HOWARD 
ELLIOTT, RSYS; 3. TOCCATA, SWARBRICK 
111 , JOHN WINCHESTER, MHYC. PHS OVER­
ALL (ALL YACHTS IN FLEET): 1. FIDELIS, 
RH EIMERS 66, NIGEL STOKE, RSYS; 2. RAP­
SCALLION, L VONS 40, DICK VOORDEHAKE, 
CYCA; 3. ELUSIVE, JAR KAN 42, GEOFF LA VIS, 
CYCA; 4. ROCK 'N ROLL, ROSS 35, KIM 
WILLIAMS, MHYC. 5. BRUNNHILDE, FARR 37, 
JOHN TAYLOR , MHYC; 6. THE LAST PICASSO, 
JUTSON NS-36, ROB ROBERTSON, MYC/ 
ROYS. LINE HONOURS: 1. FOXTELAMAZON, 
STEINMANN 70, PETER WALKER, CYCA -
60 HOURS 52 MINUTES 00 SECONDS 
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Com 
Three marathon runs up 

three peaks in three days. 
Three nights of compressed 

hell sailing through 
Tasmania's Roaring Forties. 
That's the Boag's Australian 

Three Peaks Race, one of 
Australia's greatest 

endurance challenges. 
Bernard Lloyd covered this 

gruell ing event from 
on-board line-honours 

w inner Vendetta. 

W
hen the start cannon 
boomed into the Tamar 
River, in northern Tasma­
nia there was no wind, 

only breath, but 18 yachts in the Boag's 
Three Peaks Race are all making at least 
a knot, some three, because in this race, 
rowing, paddling, pedaUing, kedging 
or towing from the shore; anything hu­
man-powered is allowed. The catama­
rans have oarsmen out. 

On Vendetta, (an Inglis 47' sponsored 
by Optus World) and on other mono-

THREE PEAKS RACE 

15 knot ocean wind off the side blew the 
smaller boats out the back door. 

Aboard Wildcard, (a Radford 47) 
around midnight, a lower stay snapped 
and the mast broke in three places. It 
took two hours to save the mast and 
winch the gear on deck. She limped into 
George Town safely but she was out of 
the race. The approach to Flinders is 

''Two Scots runners, Adrian Davis 
and John Coyle turned in 

excellent runs and despite 
finishing in the da~ lifted their 

boat Naiad, <a Farr 40 sponsored 
by Business Post> from fourteenth 

to sixth position" 

treacherous, while some 
sailed by GPS alone, most 
sailors have a mud map as 
well, showing local knowl­
edge of the ever-changing 
navigable entrances. Look­
ing for unlit 'bricks', lumps 
of rock above and just below 
the surface), at dawn, some 

hulls, a variety of contraptions allowed 
up to four of the five crew to peddle a 
bike linked to a propeller. The lighter 
boats got off faster but as the fleet en­
tered Bass Strait for the 90 nautical mile 
haul to Flinders Island, a stiff and steady 
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sailed by braille. 
Vendetta steered a course for the last 

street light on Lady Barron. While her 
two runners were sorting their rations, 
maps and lights, shearwaters and pen­
guins hooted quietly, like geese. Ven­
detta crept forward. John Saul, the skip-

per clenched the wheel, straining to see. 
'Tm lost," he said. "Its brick city up 
ahead," says sailor Royce Salter. 

Vendetta runs aground a sandbar. The 
bikes can't shift her. Royce invents a 
main and Genoa two-sail technique to 
see-saw the boat sideways off the sand. 
The big multi-hulls, like Xs (an 11.6 
Chamberlain cat sponsored by McKill­
ops Insurance) and Triumph (the 9.4 
metre Ostac trimaran sponsored by the 
Heart Foundation) which draw two feet 
of water, took even shorter cuts than 
Vendetta and made up places. But Ven­
detta, thrice aground, is still first in. 

"First time I ever saw a boat that 
draws ten feet of water go through four 
feet," says her skipper, John Saul. 

The runners leapt ashore for the 65 
kilometre run to Strezlecki and back, 
the longest run of the race. 

By the afternoon 15 pairs of runners 
were on the island at once and the wharf 
was abuzz. 

Support crews of locals criss-crossed 
the island, dropping off glucoside, 
sustagen and other concoctions. The 



punishing run soon re-sorted the fleet's 
positions. Philip Murrell and Gerry 
Oldfield, Vendetta's runners, ran in cool 
conditions but Mt Strezlecki was mist 
shrouded and Murrell, suffering the af­
ter-effects of a flu ' dehydrated badly 
and finishe_d with difficulty. 

The gun runners, Sloan and Kromar, 
off Es, slashed 17 minutes off the record. 
David Quarrell ripped his hamstring on 
the ascent of the mountain and Charlotte 
of Cerberus (a 11.1 m monohull spon­
sored by avy Tasmania ) was forced to 
retire beca use two runners must com­
pete each running leg. 

Two Scots runners, Adrian Davis and 
John Coyle turned in excellent runs and 
despite finishing in the dark, lifted their 
boat Naiad, (a Farr40 sponsored by Busi­
ness Post) from fourteenth to six th posi­
tion. 

The Scottish fell runners, Elspeth 
Scott and Helen Diamantides also made 
up two places. J Walking on Easy Street 
(Southern Cross TV) however, dropped 
from third to twelfth position when one 
of their runners, Peter Rand, 'blew up ' 

Main Pie: The crew of Vendetta cross the line at Hobart. Top: (Lett to right) Murrell, Oldfield, Salter and Saul of 
Vendetta heading toward Freycinet. Above: Murrell and Oldfield running on Strezlecki 

on the mountain. 
Vendetta got away from Flinders with 

the out-going tide and set her biggest 
kite. Five thousand square feet of it. 
Coles Bay or Bust; she stormed down 
the east coast. 

Conditions to Freycinet were fine but 
the tide gates slowed the fleet and held 
up Aquilla (a S&S 34 monohull) for nine 
hours on a sandbar near Cape Barren 
Island . 

Vendetta races with twelve on deck, 
but in the Three Peaks, crews are limited 
to five. Tonight she sailed two-handed 
while sailor Peter Fletcher rested. 

Fletcher is a competitive ten k road 
racer but his longest ever race had been 

two hours; the next day he had to re­
place Murrell on a six hour mountain 
marathon. 

Vendetta sailed at the edge, one mis­
take and the boat would have crashed. 
Vendetta is faster than the wind down 
the waves but Es is hot behind, surfing 
on them for minutes at a time and every 
wave brings her closer. 

She runs Vendetta down, comes 
within ten nautical miles of her but then 
her wind puffs out and Vendetta, still on 
the tail of it, goes ahead again. 

The Coles Bay wharf was packed with 
holiday-maker spectators. Vendetta was 
first in, again, though not before an hour 
of peddling through sub 1 knot winds. 
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JUSt for the 

Fun ofit! ._, . 
~~~ . 
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The Three Peaks Race originated 
in Britain. Competitors sail 
around the British Isles, scaling 
the three highest peaks of Scot­
land, England and Wales. 

In 1988 a group of Tasmanian 
yachties (now aided by about a 
hundred on-course volunteer 
marshals and many sponsors) de­
vised a similar event. (See map.) 

Three marathons up three peaks 
in three days. Three nights of com­
pressed hell sailing through Tas­
mania's Roaring Forties. There is 
no prize money, the race is run for 
fun . Ha! Ha! Ha! Many competitors 
say it's tougher than the Sydney 
Hobart race. 

This year fourteen Tasmanian­
based yachts, and four from the 
mainland, teamed up with twenty 
local runners. Two runners came 
from New Zealand and four from 
Scotland. The small crew-size 
(maximum offive) encourages multi­
sport competitors and the Tilman 
trophy is awarded to the crew of the 
fastest boat on which all five com­
plete a run. Inquiries for 1997, phone 
Race headquarters on (002) 252 
012. 
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After Vendetta, the next three yachts 
in were all multi-hulls. Bastet (alO m cat 
sponsored by Southern Cross News) was 
the big winner, making up four places 
between Flinders and Coles Bay. 

Vendetta's runners, Fletcher and the 

indefatigable Gerry 'Scud' Oldfield took 
off into the autumn blue. Fletcher ran 
across the Hazards hill but quick-walked 
up Mount Graham with Oldfield egg­

ing him on. 
There was no track, the undergrowth 

was sharp, he had to scramble over boul­

ders then trot down to picture-postcard 
Wineglass Bay. In its famous sands, both 
runners sank up to their ankles. It 
slogged them. Then on, around Mt 
Freycinet, back across the Hazards, and 

home. 
After five and a half hours, Fletcher's 

dizzy head had a halo of sweat but he'd 
done it. Two hours behind them, Sloan 
and Kromar are busting to run. 

Kromar, in pink and blue thermal 

leggings, wrap-round sunnies and 
shaven head, reckons he didn't even 
feel the first sixty five k's. By the half 
way mark they'd cut 45 minutes off 
Vendetta's lead and they broke the course 

record. 
As their boat, Es, leaves port, now 

just ninety minutes behind Vendetta, the 

crowd gave them an 

canal. 
Life at 40 degrees south on a 45 de­

gree angle, in 55 knot gusts was hard . 
Vendetta travelled with three reefs in her 
mainsail but it continually flapped un­
done and everyone was too exhausted 

to fix it. 
The runners didn' t sleep a wink as 

the boat cranked, bashed and ratchetted . 
The bat tering conditions forced a fur­
ther six yachts to retire, with skippers 
radioing in, saying their crews were 
exhausted and the conditions were too 

rough for safety. 
On the west side of Tasman Island, 

two fishermen, out picking up a cray 
pot, were swamped and while one made 
it to shore, the other two were drowned . 

Meanwhile, battling winds, current 

and tide, Es took three hours to reach 
the canal, and then waited an hour for it 
to re-open. 

Tartan (a Northshore 38 monohull 
sponsored by Ericsson) which pioneered 
the bicycle rig and can make three knots 

under peddle power, had to be towed 
through the canal. Sailor Paul Herron 
suffered a severe hand injury while drag­

ging the boat. 
Triumph was swept under the bridge 

at the canal and the bridge was held 
open for 20 minutes while -she was 

unprecedented three 
cheers! The remaining 
runners, arriving 
throughout the after­
noon, stumb led 
through darkness. It 

adds two hours to the 
five hour run. 

For the final sea leg 
the sailors must make a 

''Linking arms with the 
sailors, the five crossed 
the finish line together and 
then joyously poured 
champagne on each other 
before retiring below to 
celebrate with beer and 

choice, the 'short' cut 
through the Denison pizza" 
canal or the longer 
around-the-bottom of Tasman Island 
route. Only one boat has ever won go­

ing the long way and Saul is reluctant 

but he has bogged Vendetta twice in the 

canal and the wind and current favours 

the bottom trip for him. 
Es cannot overtake Vendetta by fol­

lowing her round, she has to risk the 

shifting sandbars and sharp tacks of the 

dragged free . 
As dawn broke, Vendetta entered the 

Derwent with a rainbow off the star­

board bow. 
All hands were on deck to see if Es 

was beside, ahead or behind. She was 

no where in sight. 
She was through the canal but just 

two hundred metres short of open wa-



The crew trying to tow Ericsson clear of the opening bridge at Dunnalley 
after she ran ag round 

ter, a squirt of wind blew her onto a sandbar. 
Her crew jumped into the canal and tied a chain to pylons 

but it took three hours to winch off. 
When the Vendetta crew learnt this, they called for a couple 

of warm stubbies. 

The relief was palpable but runner Jerry Oldfield cut short 
the fes tivities . "She's not over till we cross the finish :" Wel­
lington was cloud covered. Someone suggested they all run 
up the mountain. 

"Hell, we could w alk the mountain and win the Tilman 
trophy as well as the Line Honours." But the Skipper rejects it. 
"It's not sportsmanlike. I came to win a race. Let someone else 
win the Tilman Trophy." 

Vende tta takes two more tacks and crosses the finish si­
lently. The runners leap off. They run through horizontal sleet 

to the peak. It snows. Three hours and 45 seconds later, they 
return . 

Linking arms with the sailors, the five crossed the finish 
line together and then joyously poured champagne on each 
other before retir ing below to celebrate with beer and p izza. 
Vendetta had won by seven hours, the biggest winning margin 
in the eight years of the race. It was John Saul's fourth attempt 
at the title. 

Es was in second and, Sloan and Kromar, arriving at dusk, 
ran up the mountain and beat the Wellington record as well, 
even though the new course, which ends at the Casino 

boa rdwalk, was an extra two k's. 

They were undisputed 'Kings of the Mountain'. Two of the 
smallest yachts, Aquilla and J Walkin on Easy Street went round 
the bottom too, and moved from fourteenth to third and 

sixteenth to fi fth places . 

In this race, you don' t have to be big to be strong and the 

skipper of Wildcard said, "Every boat that finishes wins and 
the last boat home has the longest adventure." Aquilla on her 

maiden 3 Peaks voyage, won the Skipper's Prize. ~i 

HovV the world's 
fastest sails are made! 
~ j 

V 

N orth 3DL - the world 's most successful Grand 

Prix sails are now suited to club and 

local offshore race yachts. 

U sing an equally sophisticated but less expensive 

manufac turing technique these new " regatta 3DL'' sails 

available in Aramid and Polyester fibres have all the 

winning attributes of their Grand Prix cousins - lighter, 

stronger and considerably more durable than the already 

proven panelled sails we make for the same job. 

T here's no alternative to N orth 3DL. T hey've won the 

America's C up, Admiral's C up, Sydney - Hobart, Southern 

Cross C up, N issan Regatta, Kenwood C up, 

St Francis Big Boat Series, H amilton Island Race Week, 
Melbourne W inter Series, Mumm 36 and 

ILC 40 world championships. 

Now North 3DL can make you a winner. 

GO FAST. GO NORTH 3DL. 

Sydney - Phone (02) 9997 5966 Fax (02) 9997 4805 
Melbourne - Phone (03) 9534 0363 Fax (03) 9525 3095 



he. call came about 10 days be­
fore the starter's gun was due to 
go. "Please call Bugsy". I knew 
that Bugsy was currently the 

"main man" on the well known ocean 
racing yacht, Ninety Seven. I returned 
his call hoping it was an invitation. 

"Do you want to do the Brisbane to 
Gizo race with us?" he said. "Where the 
hell is Gizo? I asked. "I've never even 
heard of it. " Even as I asked the question 
images of unspoilt tropical islands 
danced inside my head. 

"The Brisbane to Gizo yacht race 
starts at 10am on Good Friday. You will 
need at least ten days. Are you in?" 
asked Bugsy (officially Ian Potter, a 
much travelled yachtie and professional 
photographer. 

Work was really busy. A new maga­
zine launch and deadlines were upon 
me. Home life was hectic with a small 
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child who was teething and another one 
on the way. It would be totally irrespon­
sible of me to leave just now. I was 
already stretching the friendship at work 
and home by doing the Mooloolaba race. 
"I'm in," I said. 

We exchanged introductions on the 
way out to the starting line as I tried to 
remember names and see what went 
where on the boat. Some 1175 nautical 
miles and a week later we all knew the 
boat and each other intimately. Long 
races are like that. 

Just prior to the ten minute gun, 
Andrew Strachan, the owner/ skipper 
of Ninety Seven, gathered the crew to­
gether and made it clear he wanted to 
win. The pressure to perform was on. 
Ninety Seven is best known for being one 
of the smallest boats ever to win line 
honours in the Sydney to Hobart yacht 
race . It won line honours and second on 

IMS handicap in the gale swept 1993 
Hobart. That Hobart race was the hard­
est on record and earned Ninety Seven 
the tag "fob pocket maxi". 

If the starting helmsman, Jan (Clogs) 
Schulten, felt any of that pressure it 
certainly did not show. He decided that 
the boat end was favored and that's 
where he put Ninety Seven with full pace 
right on the gun. Two boat lengths out 
of the start Ninety Seven was in a com­
manding position and from then on was 
never headed. 

After leaving Moreton Bay the com­
pass course is due North with the set 
often sweeping us North East toward 
the mark. The Solomon Islands lie to the 
east of Papua New Guinea at about 5 
degrees South. That's about as tropical 
as it gets. The race was almost entirely a 
light weather race. Light head ails and 
shy spinnakers all got a wor out. This 



Royal Queensland Yacht Squadron has conducted the inaugural ocean race 
from Brisbane to Gizo in the Solomon Islands. Offshore's publisher Larry 

Jamieson was aboard the winning yacht, Ninety Seven. 
Fellow crewman Ian Potter took the pies. 

made it very frustrating for the heavier 
cruising boats. I am sure that had there 
been a bit more breeze a number of 
boats such as Col/ex Onyx Lets Go and 
Millennium would have been real line 
hours contenders . The two one tanners, 
Canon Copiers and Indian Pacific were 
always going to be a threat on handicap. 
Canon Copiers (Witchraft II) has been very 
successful on the northern circuit and is 
always well sailed . Throughout the race 
they were always in the running for 
handicap honours but drifting condi­
tions over the last few days put paid to 
any chances of a win. 

The theory is that it should be a run-

ning and reaching race before South 
East trade winds. That is the theory. In 
practice, May is too early for the trades 
to really get a roll on. Therefore rather 
than getting 15 knots from 120 we were 
getting 5-10 knots from 090. 

The race organisers might consider 
putting the start back to June next time 
to give the yachts a quicker run. For my 
money, there can be no better feeling in 
life than to be running toward the 
warmth of the tropics under spinnaker 
on a fantastic racing machine and leav­
ing the onset of winter behind. 

There must be few more appropriate 
ways to arrive at a South Pacific island 

than by sailing yacht. We arrived at the 
island of Gizo in the Solomon Islands 
after sailing almost 1,200 miles from 
Brisbane. Everyone loves a winner and 
Ninety Seven had just won both line and 
handicap honours in the first Brisbane 
to Gizo yacht race. The fob pocket maxi 
strikes again! 

After being alone at sea with only the 
odd visit from seabirds, the welcome 
from the islanders was nothing short of 
spectacular. As we sailed across the fin­
ish line we were surrounded by Solo­
mon islanders in traditional dugout ca­
noes offering fresh fruit, flowers and 
cold beer. Thousands of dark skinned 
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natives lined the shores cheering. Surely 
this sort of thing only happens in the 
movies! 

But no, it was happening to us here 
on this picture perfect tropical island. 
Gizo is the second largest town in the 
Solomon Islands with a population of 
about 3,500 people. Most of them seemed 
to be on the waterfront that day ready to 
shyly shake our hand. The largest town 
and the capital of the Solomon's is 
Honiara. Some 84% of Solomon Island­
ers live in traditional villages. Their 
population growth of 3.5% is one of the 
highest in the world. There is obviously 
no TV here! 

After so long at sea we were anxious 
to get ashore. The party was ready to go 
with traditional Solomon island singing 
complimented by the sounds of drums 
and panpipes. The arrival of the yachts 
marked the start of feasting and celebra­
tions for "VAKA TEPI WEEK" (Sailing 
Boat Week). Pacific islanders are surely 
some of the friendliest in the world. It is 
hard to believe that only a generation or 
two ago headhunting was prevalent and 
that visitors such as ourselves may well 
have been viewed as walking menus. 

The islands and waters surrounding 
Giza are littered with the remains of 
WW2. After anchoring and tying up to a 
mooring buoy off the main town, I en­
quired if the mooring was solid. "Oh 
yes", came the casual reply, "It's tied to 
a Japanese Zero sunk during the war". 
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The Western Province of the Solo­
mon Islands has vast areas unspoiled by 
development and many of the outer 
villages of the province have experi­
enced little contact with white people 
and Western culture. However, this is 
what can make a visit to these islands 
and outer villages a special and unique 
experience. You have only to respect the 
customs and the beliefs of the people in 
order to be welcomed. The Solomon 
Islands were described to me by an old 
hand as being somewhat similar to the 
Fijian Islands in the 1960s before tour­
ism development surged ahead. 

If your idea of a good holiday is great 

service in a five star resort don't go to 
Gizo. Most of the accommodation is of 
the guest house variety, your diet will 
consist of various combinations of rice, 
fish and chicken with plenty of tropical 
fruit and vegetables. If, on the other 
hand, you are looking for an unspoiled 
paradise to cruise and kick back in the 
company of a simple and friendly peo­
ple, Gizo could be your GO. 

Air Solomons fly from Brisbane to 
Honiara with connecting flights to Gizo. 
Air Nauru fly from Sydney and Mel­
bourne to Honiara twice each week. The . 
Brisbane to Gizo yacht race may be held 
again "some time". ,,Ji 



Above: Nude Sailing! After seven days at sea the approach of a rain squall means cloths off for a fresh water 
shower. Lett: Pristine waters and friendly locals give a wondertul charm to the Solomons. 
Previous page (inset): Traditional island dancers celebrate Vaka Teki Week with Andrew Strachan clapping out 
the beat. Previous page (main pie): Spectacular sunsets on the race to Giza 

Final race results: 
Lett: Winning Skipper Andrew Strachan being thrown 
overboard to the delight of the islanders lining the 
shore. 

Racing Division: 1 Ninety Seven (Andrew Strachan, RSYS), 
2 Canon Copiers/Witchcraft 11 (Bruce Staples, RPA YC), 

Kennedy island is named after the future American 
president whose ship was sunk by a Japanese 
warship and he had to swim ashore. 

3 Let's Go Collex Onyx (Alyn Ovenden, RMYC). 
Cruising Division: 1 Alstar (Alby Burgin, LMYC), 2 Fontana (Ray & Eve 

Foreman), 3 Fine Tolerance (Phillip Hogg, QCYC). 

Prehistoric man first contemplates 
the idea of sail battens. 
(fire came later, 
in the off-season.) 
If you're caught up in yacht racing, large or small, you'll know that it's a jungle out 
there. And it's certainly not the survival of the fittest but the survival of the 
fastest which improves the class. 

Bluestreak battens represent the most evolved sail battens around. Lightweight 
yet tough, they're made from selected vinyl-ester resins then computer tapered 
and race tested in all classes and conditions to ensure the performance and 
re liability we design in, stays in when and where it counts. 

So don't end up at the losing end of the evolutionary chain, demand Bluestreak 
superior fibreglass battens at one of the caves below. 

NSW BLUESTREAK 
VIC. MARINE SPORTS 
OLD D.M.W. 
SA GLASSCRAFT MARINE 
WA MARINDUST 
TAS. PETER JOHNSON 
NZ AUCKLAND - OCD 

(02) 9820 1266 
(03) 9584 3098 
(07) 3893 1055 
(08) 8223 3055 
(09) 386 3792 
(002) 34 5238 

(649) 366 7118 
Superior fibreglass battens 
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The Cruising Yacht Club of Australia made a special 
presentation to Richard Grubb at the summer season 
trophy presentation dinner to mark his 15 years as the 

club's principal race officer. Lisa Smith profiled this 
dedicated volunteer to the sport of yacht racing. 

Offshore profile 
Richard Grubb - cycA 

PRINCIPAL RACE OFFICER 

at the end of the 1982 Winter 
Series, David Good, the 
CYCA' s Principal Race Officer 
of twenty years turned over · 

the finish to the apprentice Richard 
Grubbwithoutwarning. "What Richard 
doesn't know is that I was hiding on the 
bridge recording the finishing times just 
in case his nerves got the better of him," 
says David. 

Following David's retirement early 
in 1983, Richard was appointed Princi­
pal Race Officer and for the past 16 
years has forsaken his own sailing pur­
suits to volunteer his time to the Cruis­
ing Yacht Club of Australia every Sun­
day during the Digital Winter Series, 
every Saturday during the Summer Se­
ries and for the start of all the big races 
on the sailing calendar. He admits it's a 
major commitment, but he loves the 
sport. 

Richard's face lights up as his mind 
wanders back over his time on Offshore, 
the CYCA' s official start and rescue boat. 

sible to tell who was who. Even watch­
ing a video of the finish didn't help me. 
In the end I had to ask the skippers of the 
15 boats I missed where they thought 
they came." 

Richard has a special relationship 
with the crew on Offshore with whom he 
will sometimes spend more than 10 
hours on a light summer race day as 
they wait patiently for the last boat to 
cross the finish line. 

He stresses the importance of strong 
camaraderie among sailors, not just from 
a social aspect, but also from a safety 
aspect. 

"I strongly believe the boats with no 
crew camaraderie are the most neglect­
ful of safety," Dick says. "If the skipper 
is in another world and the crew aren't 
working well together, basic things like 
wearing safety harnesses and ringing in 
scheds can easily be overlooked. I can't 
emphasise the importance of safety at 
sea enough." 

One particular race, the only race 
ever abandoned by the CYCA, 
is etched clearly in Richard's 
mind as the turning point in 
changing the attitude of race 
officials towards safety. "This 
race probably saved more lives 
in the long-term," Richard sadly 
admits. 

"The 1981 Tasman Cup was 

"Whether its competing 
in a race or running it, 

Dick applies one simple 
rule. 'Each person has a 

responsibility to do their 
job right' " 

a long offshore point score race 
with two courses. Division Four, the 
Junior Offshore Group OOG) turned 
right at the heads and headed south for 
Botany Bay while the rest of the fleet 
went north to Bird Island. At the time, 
none of the yachts in Division Four were 
required to carry safety equipment such 
as life rafts or EPIRBS. 

"I clearly remember the start of the 1988 
Sydney-Gold Coast. A 50 knot westerly 
was howling down Sydney Harbour 
when I fired the start gun for only 10% 
of the fleet. The other 90% were hud­
dled in Taylors Bay with no sails up ." 

And the best finish? "There was one 
race when 30 boats crossed the finish 
line at the same time and it was irnpos-
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"The boats heading north were quite 

Richard Grubb - 15 years as CYCA principal race 
otticer. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge) 

happy with the 30 knot sou'wester and 
a new race record was set by the maxi 
Vengeance, but for the JOG division trav­
elling a course to Botany Bay, the wind 
strength and huge waves smashing 
across the bow spelt disaster. 

"Montego Bay, a Hood 23, lost a crew 
member when the boat filled up with 
water and sank, and Waikikamukau, a 
Farr 737, rolled over and went down, 
taking a crew member who was strug­
gling to release himself from his safety 
harness." 

Richard alerted the CYCA who re­
called the Bird Island fleet to help in the 
search while he spent the whole night 
driving Offshore, looking for the missing 
sailors. "I sti ll think about it," he says. 
"It is something I'll never forget." 

As a result of the lives lost, certain 
safety equipment became mandatory 
for all offshore racing divisions, includ­
ing safety harnesses w ith clips on both 
ends. 

Vice Commodore of the CYCA and 
Chairman of the Sailing Committee, 
Peter Bush says it is easy to forget 
Richard is a volunteer. 

"Richard is so much a part of the 
CYCA race scene that we tend to fall 
into the unfortunate trap of taking him 
and his services for granted. We forget 
the long hours, the extremes of weather 
conditions and the occasional drama he 
has to sort out. Richard's tireless contri­
bution to starting and finishing our fleet 
is one of the Club's greatest assets." .i.A 



Australia's oldest 
ocean ce 

isbomagain 
Peter Hansen 's Elliott 56, 
PL Lease Management Future 
Shock, from Sandringham 
Yacht Club took line honours 
in the revival of Australia's 
oldest ocean race , the 
Queenscl iff to Low Head 
(Georgetown) yacht race, in 
March. Story by Offshore's 
Kevan Wolfe who sailed as 
the navigator on PL Lease 
Management Future Shock. 

t
he 196 nautical mile race, billed as 
the Bass Strait Challenge, was or­
ganised by the Georgetown Yacht 
Club and the George Town Coun­
cil as a lead in to the Boags Three 

Peaks Race sched uled for the Easter 
weekend. In a first for ocean races be­
tween Victoria and Tasmania, $4000 in 
prize money was up for grabs, to be 
shared between the line honours yacht 
and the place getters. 

The race was the first held in 1907 
and the first ever organised ocean race 
conducted in Australia. T-he trophy was 
the Rudder Cup. 

A small flee t of nine - five mono-hulls 
and fo ur multi-hulls entered for the race 
and before the race even started it had 
became a challenge between the two 
hull designs for line honours. The mono­
hulls won, with Future Shock finishing 
some three hours ahead of the second 
mono-hull Wild Card, a Radford 46, 
sa iled by Richard Edmunds from Port 
Dalrymple Yacht Club. The firs t multi­
hull, Bagatelle, a Crowther 45, sailed by 
Lindsey Cuming from the Multi-Hull 
Club of Victoria finished a further 22 
minutes behind in third place. 

The multi-hulls took an ea rly lead in 
the race with the Queens land 
Chamberlin 38, Excess, skippered by 
Robin Chamber !in from the Queensland 
Multi-Hull Club, leading the way from 
Bagatelle. Soon after, Excess broke the 
top of its mast, giv ing Bagatelle the lead 

Above: Low Head Lighthouse at the entrance to the 
Tamar River. Right :PL Lease Future Shock 

but, the multi-hull was soon run down 
by Future Shock which was sa iling down 
the "old steamer route" - a current that 
runs past Cape Schanck, before setting 
course for Georgetown. 

Unlike the first race, when the four 
entrants star ted in a northerly gale and 
than faced a black sou'ester in the mid­
dle of Bass Strait, the competitors in this 
year's race had a p leasant down hill run 
to the finish at the mouth of the Tamar 
River with nor'westers all the way. The 
race started in25 knots and then dropped 
to abo ut 15 knots about halfway across 
the' paddock'. This allowed Future Shock 
to fly its huge asymmetric sp innakers 
for the fu ll race distance, switching to a 
blast reacher for the last few miles near 
the finish. 

Peter Hansen said that the race was 
perfect and the welcome by the people 
of Georgetown was one of the best he 
has ever experienced. " It is the right 
length and when you get there you can 
moor in a safe harbour . The whole town 
was behind the event and everyone was 
enthusiastic about it," he said . 

Hand icap w inner was Pure and Natu­
ral, a multi-hull owned by Hans Wesker 
from the Victorian Multi-Hull Club 
based at Westernport. The 41 ft Grainger 
design had a dream run across Bass 
Strait w ith the crew reportedly wa tch­
ing videos below. 

The small Georgetown Yacht Club is 
buoyed with the success of its first ven­
ture into running an ocean race, and 
except for a few minor gli tches, such as 
the individual handicaps, which were 

supplied by different clubs, it went off 
well. The Tasmanians now have plans 
to develop the race into a major event 
with up to $10,000 in prize money. 

After the dramas in Burnie Harbour 
and during the return to Melbourne last 
year it is unlikely that the Burnie Race 
will be held aga in for some time. 

The Queenscliff to Low Head race 
now has the potential to fi ll the gap with 
a challenging race across Bass Strait 

The Georgetown Club has now laid 
claim to the original Rudder Cup be­
ca use of its past history and association 
with it. 

The Rudder Cup has had a cheq­
uered history and after being lost for 
some years was 'found' on a bookcase in 
Melbourne and is currently the trophy 
for a series of races that includes the 
Cock of the Bay, Queenscliff to Dev­
onport and Top of the Island Races..i.A 
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Australia will again be 
represented in all ten 
sailing disciplines at 

the 1996 Olympic 
Games, w ith the 

yachting regatta to be 
held off Savannah, on 

the Atlantic coast of 
Georgia. Peter 

Campbell previews 
Australia's medal 

prospects. 

Aussies 
torGold 

t 
he1996Atlanta01ympicGames 
are of great interest to Australia 
because in just four years time 
Sydney will host the 2000 Ol­
ympics. It will have a distinct 

bearing on the planning, administra­
tion and the classes likely to sail at Syd­
ney in 2000, but the venues will be to­
tally different. Performances by Aus­
tralian sailors will point to our gold 
medal hopes on our home waters, par­
ticularly in the classes likely to be re­
tained for Sydney 2000. 

Because Atlanta is an inland city in 
the US State of Georgia, the yachting 
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Mitch Booth and Andrew Landenberger show their Olympic prospects in the Tornado catamaran class. Booth won 
the bronze medal at Barcelona and is tipped for a medal at the Atlanta Games, to be sailed off Savannah. 
(Pie - Ian Mainsbridge). 

regatta has been located at Savannah, 
an historic port city on the Atlantic coast 
some 400km east of the Olympic Village 
at Atlanta. Savannah dates back to the 
earliest English settlement of the south­
ern American coast. 

The Savannah yachting courses will 
be on the open waters of the Atlantic 
Ocean or on Wassaw Sound, an area 
noted for its extreme heat and high hu­
midity and even late Northern Hemi­
spheres ummer hurricanes . It is expected 

that up to 443 athletes will take part, 
including the largest number of women 
in Olympic history with three specific 
classes for women sailors - the 470 dou­
ble-handed dinghy, Europe single­
handed dinghy and the Mistral 
sailboard . Racing will start on July 22 
and continue through to August 1, with 
most classes sailing two races a day to 
complete their demanding schedule of 
10 races for the regatta . 

While Australia has not won a gold 



medal since John Cuneo (Dragon) and 
David Forbes (Star) skippered their 
yachts to victory at the 1972 Munich 
Games, the Australian Yachting Fed­
eration is confident that the team has 
the potential for gold at Savannah. 

We won two bronze medals at Barce­
lona, in the Tornado catamaran class 
and in the Lechner sailboards, and fin­
ished in the top dozen nations in the 
Star, Soling and 470 women classes. 

This year Australia has distinct medal 
chances in the Star, Soling, Tornado, 470 
women, both Mistral sailboard classes, 
and in the Laser dinghy which makes its 
Olympic debut at Savannah. 

Former America's Cup yachtsman 
and two-times Etchells class world 
champion Colin Beashel from Sydney's 
Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club will be 
competing in his fourth successive Ol­
ympic Games as the skipper of the Star 
class yacht. This is a record for any 
Australian yachtsman and a rare 
achievement for any Olympic athlete. 

While "Beasho" has always looked a 
medal chance, he is currently sailing 
better than ever and he and his crew, 
David Giles, are ranked number three in 
the world by the International Yacht 
Racing Union. 

Matt Hayes, a member of Middle 
Harbour Yacht Club, and his crew of 
well known Sydney sailors Steve 
("Mothy") Jarvin and Steve McConaghy, 
have consistently proven themselves to 
be among the world's best in the Soling 
class and could well be among the medal 
winners in their Olympic debut . Jarvin, 
a Cruising Yacht Club member, joined 
the crew in 1995 after a distinguished 
career in international offshore and one 
design. He has even sailed for Dennis 
Conner in winning an Etchells world 
title. 

Tornado skipper Mitch Booth from 
Sydney's Pittwater Catamaran Club, 
was within seconds of the gold at Barce­
lona but had to be content with a bronze 
medal. This year he and his new crew, 
Andrew Landenberger, have had to sur­
vive a close selection series and subse­
quent court battle to gain selection for 
Savannah. They are ranked 7th in the 
world and are a strong medal chance. 

Victorian women Jeni Lidgett and 
Addy Bucek from Black Rock Yacht 
Club, are lining up for their second Ol­
ympics after placing a close ninth at 
Barcelona. They have had little com-

Matt Hayes, making his Olympic debut at Savannah in the Soling keelboat class. 

petition for the Atlanta berth but showed 
their ability with a sixth behind the world 
number one crew of Theresa Zabel! and 
Begona Via Dufresne from Spain at the 
recent Hyeres Olympic Regatta in 
France. 

Great interest, because of its world­
wide popularity leading up to an Olym­
pic debut, will centre on the Laser sin­
gle-handed class. Australia will be rep­
resented by Michael Blackburn, a mem­
ber of Royal Queensland Yacht Squad­
ron but currently sailing out of Middle 
Harbour Amateur Sailing Club. 
Blackburn who won a do-or-die duel for 
selection with Adam Beashel, younger 
brother of Star class skipper Colin 
Beashel, finished an impressive second 
at Hyeres. 

Australia has always ranked highly 
in the sailboard classes with Lars 
Kleppich winning bronze at Barcelona. 
This year, Australia has strong gold 
medal chances in both the men and 
women Mistral sailboard classes, rep re-

sented by Canberra's Brendan Todd and 
Natasha Sturges from Illawarra Yacht 
Club near Wollongong. Both are former 
world champions in Windsurfers and/ 
or Mistrals and Natasha is a former IYRU 
World Youth Sailing champion. 

Offshore's Editor 
for Savannah 
OFFSHORE Yachting magazine will be 
represented at Savannah by editor Peter 
Campbell who has been invited by the 
Atlanta Committee for the Olympic 
Games (ACOG) to join the Yachting In­
formation Team. The Team will be the 
official Olympic source for media infor­
mation during the Olympic Yachting 
events in July/ August. 

Campbell, who is also media director 
of the Cruising Yacht Club's annual 
Sydney to Hobart, was nominated for 
the position by the Australian Yachting 
Federation and the International Yacht 
Racing Union. 
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This will be the fou rth Olympic 
Games for Campbell, who has previ­
ously covered the yachting at the Mon­
treal, Los Angeles and Seoul Olympics 
for Austra lian newspaper groups, yacht­
ing magazines and radio networks. 

Dinghy Classes 
Decided at 
Hyeres Regatta 
It was anything but sun, sex and string 
bikinis on the French Riviera in late 
April at the prestigious Hyeres Olym­
pic Classes Rega tta w here a group of 
Australians battled among themselves 
for a berth in the team for the 1996 
Atlanta Olympic Games, in particular, 
the yachting regatta at Savannah on the 
Atlantic coast of Georgia. Amanda 
Lulham reports from France. 

While the wea ther was predomi­
nantly wet, cold and dreary, the compe­
tition for the Olympic team places was 
for the most part intense and, in the case 
of the Lasers, a true battle to the death. 

While Victorians Jeni Lidgett and 
Addy Bucek easily sewed up the wom­
en's 470 double-handed dinghy berth, 
courtesy of no Austra lian competition 
at their second selection regatta, Tom 
King and Owen McMahon had to wait 
for the gold fleet cut to be sure of their 
selection as the 470 men crew . Their 
main competitors, young Sydney sail­
ors Lee Knapton and John Harris, fai led 
to make the gold fleet. ' 

Lidgett and Bucek, who represented 

from Melbourne. McKenzie had placed 
ninth in their first selection regatta, 
CORK in Canada, while Bulka's had 
placed 12th. 

Here at Hye res they were even closer 
with McKenzie, the former A class ca ta­
maran world champion, notching up 
placings of 15-17-6-35-27-22-25-18-23 to 
placing 21st while Bulka scorecard was 
21-26-28-26-7-23-dnf-16-11 to finished 
22nd . 

The Europe single-handed dinghy 
was also going to be tough with Queens­
land's Christine Bridge entering Hyeres 
wi th 4 points, So uth A us tralian 
Genevieve White with 6 and the fast 
improving Melanie Dennison wi th 7 
points. 

Christine Bridge went into the Hyeres 
Regatta with a handy points buffer and 
although she ended up one place be­
hind the young Victorian Mela nie 
Dennison it was sufficient for the 
Queenslander to gain the Olympic berth. 
Dennison turned in a scorecard of 5-29-
10-30-13-4 to finish 11th overall while 
Bridge's scorecard was 26-12-6-17-29-
12. South Australian Genevieve White 
finished 14th overall with placings of 
21-2-9-23-22-13. 

However, it was the Laser class which 
proved the most interesting because of 
the intense duel between Queenslander 
Michael Blackburn and his on-water ri­
val Adam Beashel, the younger brother 
of Star class skipper and fo ur-times Ol­
ympian Colin Beashel. Only one point 
separated the two young sailors going 

~'llle coun battle is 
behind us now. 

into the Hyeres Regatta, 
with yachting observers 
not willing to punt for one 
or the other. 

We're free to 
concentrate 100 
per cent on the 

Olympics" 

In the end it was 
Blackburn w ho won 
through, finishing second 
overa ll for the rega tta be­
hind Norway's Peer 
Moberg, ranked number 
five in the world, and a 
vital one place ahead of 

Australia at Barcelona in 1992, turned in 
a scoreboard of 13-10-4-1-5-9-13-2-10 to 
finish sixth overall behind the IYRU 
number one ranked Theresa Zabell and 
Begona Via Dufresne from Spain . 

The single-handed Finn dinghy place 
was fought out by two Victorians, Paul 
McKenzie, from Colac, and Mark Bulka, 
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Beashel. Beashel made a strong bid 
midway through the finals for the gold 
fleet, but a 24th in race five virtua lly 
ended his prospects. 

Blackburn's gold fleet final scorecard 
for the regatta was 1-30-7-10-3-7-4 com­
pared to Beashel's 2-25-6-6-24-5-7 and 
Queenslander Brad Anderson's 25th 

Colin Beashel who will be representing Australia in 
yachting at the Olympics for a record fourth time in the 
Star class at Savannah. 

place with placings of 6-38-23-28-18-30-
3. Winner Peer Moberg placed 5-13-
dsq-2-1-1-2. 

Some 600 boats and 800 competitors 
took part at the Hyeres Regatta, with 
Austra lia's already selected Soling 
keelboa t and Tornado catamaran classes 
also competing as part of their prepara­
tion for Savannah. 

Matt Hayes and his Soling crew, Steve 
Jarvin and Steve McConaghy, went into 
the regatta suffering from stomach up­
sets and 'flu and their series in general 
was disappointing. Tornado sailors 
Mitch Booth and Andrew Landenberger 
also looked rather stale, a combination 
of a long break from sailing and pres­
sures of the recent legal challenge to 
their selection by riva ls John Forbes and 
Darren Bundock. 

Basis of the court action was the deci­
sion by Booth to rep lace his original 
crew, Scott Anderson, with Landen­
berger. 

However, the NSW Supreme Court 
ruled in favour of the A YF and ratified 
the selection of Booth, who won the 
Tornado bronze medal with John Forbes 
as crew at Barcelona. 

Matt Hayes won the Soling berth with 
his crew of Steve J arvin and Steve 
McConaghy by outsailing Sydney rival 
skipper Cameron Miles and Victorian 
Ian Walker at the 1996 Soling world 
championships in Italy, while Colin 
Beashel and David Giles had earlier won 
their berth in the Stars at the Miami 
Olympic Regatta . 



The Team 
for Atlanta 
The Australian Yachting Federation has 
nominated the following crews and in­
dividual sailors to the Australian Olym­
pic Committee for inclusion in the Aus­
tralian team for the 1996 Atlanta Olym­
pics. 

The yachting rega tta w ill be sa iled 
off Savannah on the Atlantic coast of 
Georgia from July 20-August 4. 

SOLIN G triple-handed keelboat: 
Matt Ha yes, Steve Jarv in, Steve 
McConaghy, Middle Harbour Yacht 
Club, NSW. 

First Olympic Games. Current IYRU 
world ranking: 16. 

ST AR double-handed keelboat: Colin 
Beashel and David Giles (Royal Prince 
Alfred Yacht Club, NSW). Fourth Ol­
ympics fo r Beashel, 7th at Barcelona. 
Current IYRU world ranking: 3. 

TORNADO double-handed ca tama­
ran : Mitch Boo th and And rew 
Landenberger, Pittwa ter Ca tamaran 
Club, NSW. Second Olympics for Booth, 
bronze medallis t at Barcelona . 

Current IYRU ranking: 7. 
470 double-handed dinghy, men: 

Tom King and Owen McMahon, San­
dringham Yacht Club, Victoria. First 
Olympics . Current IYRU world rank­
ing: not in top 20. 

470 double-handed dinghy, women: 
Jeni Lidgett and Addy Bucek, Black Rock 
Yacht Club, Victoria. Second Olympics, 
9th at Barcelona. Current IYRU world 
ranking: 20. 

FINN single-handed dinghy, men: 
Paul McKenzie, Colac Yacht Club, Vic­
tori a. Firs t Olympics. Current IYRU 
world ranking: not in top 20. 

LASER s ing le-ha nded dingh y: 
Michael Blackbum, Royal Queensland 
Yacht Squadron, Queensland, Middle 
Harbour Amateur Sailing Club, NSW. 
Firs t Olympics. Current IYRU world 
ranking: 12. 

EUROPE single-handed dingh y, 
women: Christine Bridge, Royal Queens­
land Yacht Squad ron, Queensland. Sec­
ond Olympics, 20th at Barcelona . Cur­
rent IYRU w orld ranking: not in top 20. 

MISTRAL sa ilboard, men: Brendan 
Todd, Canberra Sailboard Club, ACT. 

First Olympics. Current IYRU world 
ranking: 18. 

MISTRAL sailboard , w om en : 
Natasha Sturges, Illawarra Yacht Club, 
NSW. First Olympics. Current IYRU 
world ranking: 6. 

Danks Resigns as Sydney 
2000 yachting Manager 
In a suprising move, Peter Danks, the 
Victorian yachting administrator who 

had recently been appointed by SOCOG 
as competition manager for sailing at 
the Sydney 2000 Olympics in 2000, has 
resigned to take up the position of mar­
keting manager w ith the Melbourne 
Grand Prix. 

Meanw hile, the International Yacht 
Racing Union has nominated David 
Kellett as its Olympic Attache for the 
Sydney 2000 Games. 

Kellett, a former Commodore of the 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, is 
chairman of the Australian Yachting 
Federation's Offshore Committee and 

is the A YF representative to the IYRU 
and the Offshore Racing Council. ,/j 

NOW THERE IS A REAL ALTERNATIVE FOR YACHT OR 
MOTOR CRUISER INSURANCE 

MARINER 
"Meeting the challenge of the sea." 

Making a claim for loss or damage on your yacht or cruiser can 
be a daunting task. A lot depends on your insurer and their attitude 
to service and processing claims. 

And !hot' s where Mariner excels. You deserve to get the best 
claims service available. Mariner Underwriting Agency provides a real 
alternative for Morine Insurance. 

Why ore we different? We've got six sound reasons to 
consider MARINER. 

• MARINER is bocked by the security and marine tradition of 
Lumley Morine. 

• MARINER offers you personal service and insuron<e advice from 
experienced booting professionals who understand your needs. 

• MARINER provides sensible policy coverage for both yachts and 
cruisers al competitive rotes. 

• MARINER provides flexible underwriting to suit your needs. 
• MARINER hos a hassle-free process when it comes to settling claims. 

Lumley is proud of its lost, quality claims service. 
• MARINER'S optional monthly premium installment pion is the 

comfortable way lo pay your premiums. 
We may be the new alternative, i 

but through Lumley, we've hod years of 
Morine experience. 

Coll Mariner today. We understand 
boots and the problems you con hove, and 
we're ready, willing and able to offer you ~--111111111..._ __ 
real insurance service that is second 
lo none. M A R I N E R 

Mariner Underwriting Agency Ply Ltd. ACN 002 543 204. Heron Cove Mariner, Suile 60, Queens Parade, Newport, NSW, 2106. 
PO Box 233, Newport Beach, NSW, 2106. Phone (02) 9979 9199. Fax (02) 9979 9901 . Freecall l 800 627 706. 

Underwritten by Lumley General Insurance Limited, ACN 000 036 279. 
W,1661 
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The Sydney International 
Boat Show, Australia's 
major showcase of 
marine products, will be 
held again at Darling 
Harbour in late July. Peter 
Campbell previews the 
sailing scene. 

i) r'fj ;, 
Area 

\ 

n ew developments with this 
year's Sydney International 
Boat Show will include a 
"Strictly Sail" area in Hall 2 

of the Exhibition Centre, Darling Har­
bour. This will be in addition to Aus­
tralia 's most extensive floating boat 
show of yachts on the Cockle Bay ma­
rina. 

For many years the sailing fraternity 
has not been adequately represented 
within the Sydney International Boat 
Show. 

Now the Boating Industry Associa­
tion, in conjunction with exhibitors who 
have shown early interest in an area that 
could be set aside for sailing, have de­
veloped "Strictly Sail." 

The concept includes daily seminars, 
with big names from the sail fraternity, 
and commercial exhibits by smaller sail­
ing craft manufacturers, ranging from 
training level craft through to full-on 

racing boats . 
The 1996 Sydney International Boat 

Show runs from Thursday, July 25, 
through to Tuesday, July 30, and incor­
porates many varied boating orientated 
sports and leisure time activities, in­
cluding diving and travel, power boat­
ing, water skiing, accessories, fishing 
and, of course, "Strictly Sail." 
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The Cockle Bay marina was packed with yachts at the 1995 Sydney International Boat Show and this year will 
see a "Strictly Sail" area within the Exhibition Centre. (Pie • Peter Campbell) 

The "Strictly Sail" area is free on paid 
entry to the Boat Show and will run 
seminars at various times each day. Sup­
ported initially by Musto, Ronstan, 
Sunsail, International Paints and 
Epiglass, Barlow Distributors, RW 
Basham, and Bashford Boatbuilders, the 
"Strictly Sail" area is set to go, including 
onwater events at Cockle Bay over the 
weekend of the Boat Show. 

BIA NSW promotions manager Doug 
Joyner said: "Sailing is one of the very 
pleasant activi ties one can do on Syd­
ney Harbour or, in fact, on any water­
way. It provides colour, competition, 
sport and enjoyment to many thousands 
of Australians. 

"The Strictly Sail area of the Sydney 
International Boat Show will be a living, 
breathing and developing activity 
within the Sydney Show and it is en­
couraging to see the enthusiasm of in­
dustry t0 support this initiative." 

Joyner went on to say "sailing has 
lacked major show promotion for many, 
many years, and BIA NSW is pleased to 

be part of re-launching sailing to the 
average person on the street." 

The Sydney International Boat Show, 
sponsored this year by Channel 7 Syd­
ney and Club Marine Insurance, will 
display millions of dollars worth of boats 
and accessories through the Exhibition 
Centre, Darling Harbour. 

More than five halls will be packed 
full of marine equipment and the tradi­
tional Cockle Bay Marina will be on an 
even larger scale. 

The Boat Show opening times will be 
the same as in 1995: 

11am to 9pm - weekdays 
10am to 9pm - Saturday 
10am to 8pm - Sunday 
with the marina opening 10am to 

8pm daily. 
Entry costs have not increased at $10 

for adults, $20 for a family (two adults 
and up to three children), $5 for pen­
sioners, $5 for a child under 15 (children 
under 5 are free). A new ticket costing 
this year has been incorporated for Sen­
iors as a discounted rate of $8. ~£ 



Catalina Yachts provided an excellent display of cruising yachts at the 1995 Sydney International Boat Show and 
will be there again this year. (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

AUSTRALIAN SHOWTIME 
• Club Marine National Boat Show & Fishing Expo, Melbourne Exh ibition 
Centre, July 4-9. Hours: weekdays - noon-1 Opm, Saturday - 9am-10pm, 

Sunday - 1 Oam-1 Opm 
• Adelaide Boat & Fishing Show, Wayvi lle Showgrounds, July 12- 16. Hours: 

weekdays - 11 am-9pm, Saturday - 11 am - 9pm, Sunday - 11 am - 8pm. 
• Sydney International Boat Show, incorporating Australian Dive Tourism Expo, 

Sydney Exhibition Centre, Darling Harbour. Hours: weekdays - 11 am-9pm, 
Saturday - 1 Oam-9pm, Sunday - 1 Oam-8pm. 

SAIL INTO AUSTRALIA'S 
BIGGEST BOAT SHOW. 

Bring the fam ily along to see the best of sailing 

and all it can offer. From dinghies to off shore yachting, 

sailing lessons and associated yachting equipment 

and accessories. Plus much, much more. 

YOU CAN SEE 

• Strictly Sailing Display 

• On water weekend sailing events 

• The Johnson Outboard Fishing Clinic 

• The Boat Building Competition 

• Dive Pool • Waterways Authority Safe Boating Display 

PUBLIC HOURS ENTRY COSTS 

Thursday 25th July ll am-9pm S10 Adults 

Friday 26th July l l am-9pm S20 Family (2 adults & 3 cbtldren) 

Saturday 27th July 10am-9pm S5 Pensioners 

Sunday 28th July 10am-8pm S5 Children (under I 5 years) 

Monday 29th July ll am-9pm S8 Seniors 

Tuesday 30th July 1 lam-9pm Children under 5 years, free entry 

Marina Hours 10am • 8pm 

IN \olUUNfflON WITH 

~ 
Watetways 

We're with you on the wa1er 
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The new IMS 
handicaps for the 
1996-97 offshore 

sailing season, plus a 
variable % allowance 

for Cruiser/Racers, are 
being hailed as a big 

step forward by yacht 
owners, designers and 
administrators, reports 

Mike Sabey 

I 
for 

n ew IMS General Purpose 
Handicaps, announced by 
the Austra lian Yachting 
Federation's IMS sub-com­

mittee for the season beginning July 1, 
1996, are being described as a signifi­
cant step forward in the sometimes con­
troversial rule and a major tidy-up of 
annoying problems and anomalies. 

The new GPH's for S&S 34's, for in­
stance see yachts like the new unbeat­
able Cruiser / Racer Shenandoah II (Vic­
toria) being tightened by 11.5 seconds a 
mile, from 732 seconds/mile down to 
711.5 seconds/mile. In an 18 nautical 
mile race, this will revise Shenandoah II's 
corrected time by a whopping 3 min­
utes 27 seconds. 

Other changes close several loop­
holes, such as the penalty the 1995 Syd­
ney to Hobart race winner Terra Firma 
(Victoria) avoided with its forward pro­
jecting bulb keel in its first year . Terra 
Firma's GPH comes in from 568.8 to 
564.6 sec/mile. 

The J35s, which have been so com­
petitive and successful under IMS since 
the rule was introduced, next season 
will see their GPH's come in by around 
5 sec/mile. For example, Soundtrack 
(NSW) was 621.3 and now becomes 
616.3. 

Another boat which was virtually 
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The new IMS General Purpose Handicaps for 1996-97 pick up most of the anomalies in the rule and dramatically 
reduce the favourable ratings of some yachts such as this S&S 34, Shenandoah II, with its GPH tightened by 11.5 
seconds/mile· a whopping 3min 27 seconds over an 18 mile course. (Pie• Richard Bennett) 

unbeaten was the modified Farr 1104 
from Hobart, appropriately named In ­
vincible. She drops from 676.8 sec / mile 
to 666.7 sec / mile. 

Well known sailing identity and yacht 
broker Ron Jacobs from PBS Interna­
tional says: "I think the new handicaps 
will give IMS racing a much-needed 
shot in the arm. It also shows that the 
rule is finally working nearer to the way 
it should." 
Variable % Factor for Cruiser/Racers 

One of the most controversial aspects 
of IMS mixed fleet racing over the past 
two seasons has been the application of 
the 1 % allowance for Cruiser / Racers. 
This boiled over just before the last Syd­
ney to Hobart and was again the source 
of criticism at the recent Air New Zea­
land Regatta in Auckland. 

It is expected that from July 1 Cruiser/ 
Racers will instead be eligible for a range 
of variable % allowances, ranging from 
.25% to 3.5%, depending on a boat's 
own specific factors. Overseas countries 
have been using variable IMS % allow­
ance factors for several seasons and now 
Australia is finally catching up on this 
area of the rule. 

Colin Wilson, chairman of the A YF' s 
IMS sub-committee, says: "My commit­
tee, which includes Andrew Machin and 
John Green from Victoria and David 
Lyons from NSW, hopes to have these 
new season's Cruiser / Racer allowance 
factors ready for the early races of the 
1996-97 season. These include the Ocean 
Racing Club of Victoria Winter Series 
starting July 7, and certainly the big races 
up in Queensland in August, starting 



IMS General Purpose Handicaps of most ocean racing yachts will change under the new ratings that come into effect from July 1, 1996. Emotional Hooligan (sail # 5441 ), a 
Mumm 36, will change from 596.2 to 592.1, but the pocket maxi Infinity Ill will gain, from 480.3 to 489. 7. (Pie - Peter Campbell). 

with the Sydney-Gold Coast Classic and XXXX Ansett Hamilton Island Race Reverie 609.3 605.5 

followed by the Hayman Island Big Boat Week, welcomed the changes. "The new Shenandoah II 723.0 711 .5 
Toxic Waste 636.4 631.2 

Series and Hamilton Island Race Week." variable Cruiser / Racer handicaps will Wet & Infamous 620.5 616.3 

Wilson said that in determining the mean for our regatta it will be a simple Terra Firma 568.8 564.6 

variable % allowance for Cruiser / Rae- exercise to work out an overall IMS win- Queensland: 
lnfarra Dollar 620.3 619.3 

ers, the IMS sub-committee would take ner from all the boa ts competing, some- Boomaroo 773.9 760.8 
into consideration six main factors/ char- thing we really want to do." .,/A Big Wednesday 608.3 604.8 

Bito' Fluff 562.7 562.3 
acteristics, including: Saltash II 732.2 728.3 

1. Displacement-to-leng th r a tio, Comparison of IMS General Purpose Handi- Public Bar 569.3 567.8 
caps. Sample fleet as supplied by each State, Asylum Years 573.7 571 .0 which could be called the "heaviness" comparing their IMS GPH's for 1995 and '96: 

fac tor. YACHT 1995 1996 South Australia: 

seconds per mile Sue/an 640.8 639.5 
2. Sail area-to-displacement or the New South Wales: Renegade 645.2 641 .3 

"power-to-weight" factor. Marara 736.2 723.0 Escapade 748.0 735.4 
Love & War 628.0 624.3 Maglieri Wines 563.3 561.7 

3. The prismatic coefficient or "fat- Wild Oats 591 .2 590.8 Zaphod 654.2 652.4 
ness" factor, w hich seems to especially Kings Cross 647.2 642.4 Prime Factor 605.6 603.6 

effect Elliott designs . Emotional Hooligan 596.2 592.1 Paradigm 623.9 621 .7 
Never a Dull Moment 600.1 600.3 Thunderdome 600.1 598.7 

4. The sail area-to-w etted surface re- Witchcraft II 626.3 623.8 Western Australia: 
lationship, or " light airs" fa ctor. Ninety Seven 540.8 540.3 Huckleberry 721 .6 709.3 

5. The speed-to-length rela tionship, 
Assassin 566.5 565.0 Equaliser 697.3 692.5 
Cuckoos Nest 561.4 564.0 Jolly Roger 745.3 741 .2 

or "surfing factory" (or " froude" factor Atara 553.6 550.9 Critical Path 729.8 723.6 
if you' re an engineer). Excentric 606.3 606.5 Impulse 698.6 693.8 

Sound Track 621 .3 616.3 JTEC Finistere 522.8 526.0 
6. The age date base, in other words, Dark & Stormy 589.7 586.1 Prime Minister 616.1 612.4 

the "age" fa ctor. Rising Farrster 616.6 613.2 Le Truck 633.9 637.2 
Brunnhilde 649.7 644.8 Botticelli 657.1 653.5 

on purpose-built IMS boats like Brindabella 442.0 442.6 Skallagrigg 648. 1 647.0 
some Elliott and Lidgard designs wi th Buck 652.3 649.3 The Shady Doctor 608.3 605.3 

Infinity Ill 480.3 489.7 Perie Banou II 684.6 679.5 an age date before January 1, 1992, from Dictator (Jarkan 38) 584.5 586.2 
the coming season may a pp! y to the IMS Sycorax 566.6 564.0 Tasmania: 

Local Hero XII 602.8 598.4 Chaos 676.5 669.7 
sub-committee to allowed to race Quest 562.0 559.8 Invincible 676.8 666.7 
Cruiser / Racer for the fi rs t time. This Doctor Who 553.8 554.2 

w ill help m any non-IMS boa ts caught Victoria: Intrigue 597.7 599.0 
Bacardi 612.3 609.6 Mirrabooka 579.2 576.5 

by the change to IMS from IOR to go Chutzpah (Hick) 640.5 639.8 Saga 672.5 669.8 

sailing this coming season. Frequent Flyer (Elliott) 626.4 617.6 Astrolabe 765.5 755.7 
Liberator 589.0 582.8 Sheraton 611 .7 609.9 

Warw ick Hoban, race director of the Jacobina 658.7 651.8 Hartz Mineral Water 599.7 595.5 
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Digital. One of the world 's leading information technology companies and a proud 
sponsor of the CYCA Winter Sailing Series. 
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Helped by a 1 % allowance, 
the cruiser/racers emerged 
the overal l winners in the IMS 
Division of the Air New 
Zealand Regatta sailed off 
Auckland in March, sparking 
more discussion on the 
direction of the rule. 
Ivor Wilkins reports. 

W
ith cruiser/racers being 
purpose built to take ad­
vantage of the 1 % allow­
ance , the racers com­

plained that apart from some "token" 
difference there was little substance to 
the cruiser side of the cruiser/ racer defi­
nition. Some of the older, or the more 
heavily cruising orientated boa ts, on the 
other hand, complained that 1 % was not 
enough to make them compet itive 
against the modern breeds. 

The out and out racers were repre­
sented in the main by G'Net, a new Farr 
ILC 40, which is Japanese-owned but 
had a line up of New Zealand heavies 
on board, Sydneysider Bob Steel's Quest, 
a Nelson Marek 43, which won Hamil­
ton Island Race Week and was second 
overall in the Telstra Sydney to Hobart, 
with Rod Davis on the helm, and a trio 
of Mumm 36s, helmed by Jeff Scott, Erle 
Williams and Makota Namba. 

Up against them, and benefiting from 
the 1 % allowance were boats such as 
Georgia, a new Farr 43 owned by Jim 
Farmer with David Barnes steering, 
three new Farr-designed Cookson 12m 
boats, one of which, High 5, had Mick 
Cookson in charge, while Stackerlee had 
Richard Dodson on the handlebars . 

The series was won by Jim Farmer's 
Georgia, with Stackerlee second. Then 
came the two racers, Quest and G'Net, 
skippered by Ken Davern with Tom 
Dodson sharing duties with a very tal­
ented crew. High 5 placed fifth . 

In fact, had there been no 1 % allow­
ance for the cruiser/racers, Australia's 
Quest would have emerged the overall 
winner of the IMS division with G'Net 
second and Georgia back to third place, 

Australian yacht Quest, owned by Bob Steel and helmed by Rod Davis, approaches the leeward mark in one of 
the short races of the New Zealand Regatta. (Pie - Ivor Wilkins) 

Stackerlee fourth. 
The regatta began with a 90-mile pas­

sage race in the Hauraki Gulf, which 
was marked by some wild spinnaker 
reaches as squalls of up 40 knots pasted 
the fleet. The new Mc Dell Marine Mumm 
30, with Farr International's Geoff Stagg 
on the tiller, disappeared in a cloud of 
spray and was clocked at 25 knots. 

Broaches were endemic and in one 
incident that might have had serious 
consequences, the owner of the Mumm 
36, Seahawk, Naoniko Sera, was swept 
off the back of the boat. Fortunately, it 
was daylight and the crew were ab le to 
quickly douse the spinnaker and re­
trieved him within minutes. The 
sailmakers had a busy time afterwards 
as some 30 spinnakers were blown out. 

It was not a sign of things to come. 

Packer's evergreen Davidson 55, Thai 
Airways International, lost its rudder. 
Stackerlee had a narrow escape when it 
went onto a reef, but was able to motor 
off unaided. US entry Recidivist, a new 
Ian Franklin-built Schumacher 12.4m, 
lost its steering, while Cosmic Cruz, a 
local Ray Beale design, lost its rig as it 
rounded one of the course marks in 40 
knot winds and 3m seas. 

Some debate might have surrounded 
the application of the cruiser allowance, 
but there was no argument at the top of 
the fleet. The standard was very high, as 
might be expected from the cast of 
America's Cup and Whitbread veterans 
in charge. 

While the Mumm 36s felt a bit boxed 
in and starved of clean air at times, the 
top boats, racers or cruiser/ racers, 

For the following three days of 
windward/leeward and triangle 
races, light to moderate breezes 
were the pattern, with one of the 
triangle races abandoned through 
lack of w ind. 

Then, for the final race, a 300-
miler twice around a circuit of the 
Hauraki Gulf, the wind returned 
in abundance, accompanied by 

''Peter Taylor reponed that 
as the boats completed the 
first circuit, there were some 
hopeful faces peering for a 
signal that the course had 
been shonened" 

rain squalls. Regatta chairman Peter 
Taylor reported that as the boats com­
pleted the first circuit, there were some 
hopeful faces peering for a signal that 
the course had been shortened. And 
there were some deep sighs (and un­
mentionable advice) for the race com­
mittee as the fleet resigned itself to an­
other bash around the track. 

The weather took its toll as Chris 

around the 40-foot mark had some ex­
cellent racing. In the end, Quest and 
G'Net ended up on identical points in 
their division, the result tipping in fa­
vour of G'Net on a countback. 

"There has been a pretty good stand­
ard of racing." said Rod Davis who had 
helmed Quest. He was less impressed 
with the 1 % application. 

"Some boats need more than that," 
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he said . "Antaeus, for examp le (a 
Davidson 65 owned and campaigned 
by Charles St Clair Brown) is a full-on 
cruiser with all the fridges and bath­
rooms and so on, and the 1 % does not go 
far enough to make it competitive . On 
the other hand, to give 1 % to some of the 
boats being built right now to exploit 
the rule is a joke. I guess it will get sorted 
out eventually," Davis added 

David Barnes, w ho drove overall 
winner Georgia, might not be expected 
to agree, considering the allowance 
helped him to victory. Yet, he feels 
strongly that the rule should be able to 
"see" the various characteristics of a 
boat and rate it accordingly w ithout the 
arbitrary application of bonus points . 
"If you have a full interior, you can't be 
expected to have the same righting mo­
ment as a boat without an interior, and 
that should be reflected in the rating," 
he comments. 

Some subjective allowance might be 
deserved for the deck layout, he sug­
gests. A racing boat, with minimal 
cabintop and large cockpit is more effi­
cient than a cruiser with a large cabin top 
and smaller cockpit. "There is a consid­
eration there where some allowance 
should be granted," says Barnes. "But it 
shouldn' t be 1 %. Perhaps something like 
0.5% would be more like it." 

Georgia's owner, Jim Farmer, has no 
regrets about building a cruiser / racer 
rather than the ILC40 he considered 
building. He genuinely uses his boat for 
cruising. Replacing the racing fores tay 
with a furling system and using an elec­
tric winch to handle the main halyard 
on a cruising mainsail, he says the boat, 
which includes a fridge / freezer and de­
cent cooker, is a joy to cruise. 

But he says that w ithout the 1 % the 
cruiser / racers would battle to be com­
petitive in mixed fleets, although in 

The newly launched Farr ILC40, G'Net, is Japanese owned but was sailed by a crew of Kiwi heavies in the New 
Zealand Regatta. (Pie Ivor Wilkins) 

breezes of 12 knots and above the need 
for the allowance diminishes. 

The two long races both saw the fleet 
of 35 hammered by heavy squally con­
ditions. In the final double-points race, 
the first five places were divided be­
tween three racers and two cruiser / rac­
ers and remained identica l whether the 
1 % was app lied or not. However, Geor­
gia trailed the racers which were first 
and second (G 'Net and Quest respec­
tively). 

In the first race Georgia needed the 
1 % to elevate her from 2nd to 1st, swap­
ping places w ith the Australian yacht, 
Quest. There was no change either way 
with 3rd (Cookson 12m Stackerlee) and 
4th (Mumm 36 Sea Hawk) while the 1 % 
saw G'Net drop from 5th to 6th, allow­
ing High 5 into 5th place. 

In the light wind races, the 1 % sel­
dom changed things by more than a 
place or two in the top boats, but it all 
adds up. At the end of the series, the 
Georgia, Stacker/ee, Quest, G'Net, High 5 
result would have read Quest, G'Net , 
Georgia, Stackerlee, Sea Hawk if the 1 % 
regime had not been in force. 

All this juggling of numbers and 

what-if scenarios does nothing to make 
IMS racing more endearing. Fortunately, 
it is not always necessary. In New Zea­
land, all the locally-owned yachts, with 
the exception of one Mumm 36, are 
cruiser / racers . In fleets big enough to 
have en ti rely separa te racing and 
cruiser / racer divisions, there's no prob­
lem either way. But, when an event at­
tempts to score racers and cruiser / rac­
ers together, a more satisfactory answer 
is clearly needed. 

Back in Sydney, Quest crew member 
and helmsman Jamie MacPhael said the 
consensus of opinion at the regatta de­
briefing that the additional 1 % allow­
ance given to all cruiser / racers was not 
the answer to equalising the fleets per­
formance . "In fact, the inclusion of the 
1 % has only led to the establishment of 
a new breed of "super cruiser / racers" 
ironically further disadvantaging the 
traditional cruiser / racers, the boats that 
the 1 % was meant to assis t," says 
MacPhael. 

High 5, one of three new Cookson 12m yachts which made their racing debut in the New Zealand Regatta. 

"There was strong support for a revi­
sion of the means test, so to speak, with 
the result a system that would give the 
cruiser / racers the assistance in rating 
that they deserved, and not assistance 
that they 'jus t happened' to qualify for." 

(Pie - Ivor Wilkins) -------...-- Stackerlee, a Cookson 12 will soon be 
racing in Australia, imported by PBS 
International. ~! 

Results: 
IMS: Georgia, Farr 43 (Jim Farm er/David 
Barnes, NZ) 215 pts, 1; Stacke rlee, Farr 
Cookson 12 (Richa rd Dodson, NZ) 21 Opts, 2; 
Quest (Bob Steel/Rod Davis, Aus) 208 .5pts , 3; 
G'Net, Farr ILC40 (Japan) 203.5pts, 4; High 5, 
Farr Cookson 12 (Mick Cookson, NZ) 200pts, 
5. PHRF: G'Net 180.5pts , 1; Mumm 30, Farr 
Mumm 30 (Geoff Stagg) 172pts, 2; Georgia 
Express, Mumm 36, 161.5 pts, 3; Stackerlee, 
150.5 pts, 4; Georgia 150 pts, 5. 



The Landbreeze 
I have written about the seabreeze 

l in thepastbutveryoften people ask 
me about the pure land breeze. 
What is it, how does it come about 

and what are its implications on yacht 
racing? 

Well firstly, the landbreeze is the op­
posite to the sea breeze. As the sea breeze 
blows essentially during the day espe­
cially over the warmer months of the 
year, the landbreeze operates during 
the dark hours and the early morning 
daylight hours. Its presence is felt more 
so during the cooler months. 

Its mechanism is as follows (see Fig. l ); 
overnight the land cools faster than the 
sea, so cool, dense surface air drains out 
to sea, following the terrain. The result 
is often a shallow layer of seaward mov­
ing cool air topped by a temperature 
inversion (where relatively warmer air 
si ts on top of a colder earth 's surface). 
This surface flow- the landbreeze- is 
usually only 5 to 10 kt in average speed 
(s tronger near river valleys and also 
where mountainous terra in is close to 
the coast), but the wind above the inver­
sion is sometimes much stronger and 
can lead to tricky situations when one is 
racing or cruising up and down say, the 
NSW coast. 

This situation can place the tactician 
in an awkward position having to de­
cide whether to stay well off the coast in 
stronger breeze and possibly a lot of 
current (assuming that we are sailing 
north. Sailing south one would be say­
ing "yes please") or coming in close in 
less breeze, but less current generally 
speaking. 

Where we have a set of hills or a 
mountain range fairly close to the coast 
(Mid-North and North coasts of NSW 
as well as from Stanwell Tops south-

Weather Watch 

Figure 1 

wards), the Katabatic wind or 
downslope wind ( which blows over­
night as well) will re-enforce the land 
breeze and will take its speed generally 
well beyond 10kt. 

River valleys will also have the same 
effect on the landbreeze. This situation 
comes about when valley winds over­
night blow downslope on either sides of 
the va lley. 

These winds combine with the gen­
eral down-va lley flow towards the coast 
which will then re-enforce the 
landbreeze. The best examples along 
the NSW coast are the Hunter , 
Shoalhaven river valleys and to a lesser 
extent the Hawkesbury and other river 
valleys dotted along the coast. 

The direction of the landbreeze will 
vary along the NSW coast, anywhere 
between southwest to northwest and is 
very heavily dependent upon the orien­
tation of river valleys and to a lesser 
extent, the orientation of hills and moun­
tain ranges. 

To benefit fully from the land breeze 
one will have to be positioned within a 
few miles of the coast, especially from 
about 2300 hours onwards. The 
landbreeze will persist at the coast until 

sometime between 0900 to 1100 hours. 
As you sail north during the colder 

months you can set your watch to the 
arrival time of the land breeze at various 
places along the coast and especially 
over the southern Queensland coast 
where it will have an onset time of 
around 2230 hours. 

The above situations have assumed 
a slack pressure gradient (isobars fur­
ther apart), say, under the influence of a 
high pressure system, especially around 
the centre. When we have situations 
where we have a tighter pressure gradi­
ent, which means that the gradient or 
isobar induced wind has control of the 
situation. We may come up with some 
simple rules; 

Rule 1: with onshore winds, say 
where the gradient wind speed is over 
25kt, not only will the gradient be felt at 
the surface over the day but also during 
the night. For example we've had a SE of 
30 kt blowing during the day. At night 
away from the coast, the wind direction 
will stay SE and the speed stay the same 
or get a little stronger in the early hours 
of the morning. 

Closer to the coast, say within 5 nm, 
the wind direction will turn a little into 
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the south and the speed will drop by 
about 5 kt. 

Once the gradient wind speed drops 
below 25 kt, well away from the coast 
(greater than 5nm), both day and night, 
the wind direction will stay close to the 
gradient as well as the speed. Whilst 
within 5 nm, the wind direction and 
speed during the day will be generally 
close to the gradient. 

But during the dark hours the land 
breeze will take control and there will 
be a transition zone, about 1 nm across, 
between the land breeze and say the 
gradient further seawards. This transi­
tion zone will contain very light and 
variable winds and must be avoided! 
The land breeze will hold at the coast 
until around 1100 hrs before being 
swamped by the gi:adient induced sur­
face wind. 

In the case of the seabreeze, it will 
become cut-off from the coast and the 
landbreeze will take control from about 
an hour after sunset. Generally wit­
nessed by the wind direction going more 
left over the late evening and early morn­
ing hours. 

Rule 2: with offshore winds, again 
firstly where the gradient wind speed is 

over 25kt and we have cloud and it can 
be either day or night. The surface wind 
direction and speed will be closely 
aligned with the gradient whether close 
to or well away from the coast, though 
stronger further away from the coast. 
When we are cloud-free and the gradi­
ent is over 25 kt. The situation by day is 
as above, but during the night close to 

The rules above will hold for the 
cooler months of the year because we 
find that during the warmer months the 
landbreeze is much weaker or non-ex­
istent. This is because most of the time 
we don't get the temperature difference 
between the land and sea to drive a 
decent landbreeze. 

Take notes on landbreeze character-
the coast, within3nm, the wind 
speed will slowly abate some­
what and close to dawn the 
land breeze direction will be 
evident as the temperature in­
version is at its maximum 
strength over the land and 
within 3nm of the coast. Fur-

''In the case of the 
seabreeze, it will become 
cut-off from the coast 
and the landbreeze will 
take control from about 

ther seawards the wind will 
blow as it did during the day! an hour after sunset" 

With gradient speeds less 
than 25kt, the day-time wind will be 
determined by the orientation of the 
isobars and cloud cover. There would 
be a good chance of a seabreeze, espe­
cially as the gradient speed dropped 
below 20 kt. At night whether cloudy or 
not, the landbreeze would become es­
tablished within 5nm of the coast. Fur­
ther seawards, the surface wind would 
be aligned well with the gradient. 

istics as you sail north or south and 
remember that the Southport race is 
corning up in August. So do your home­
work!! 

Ken's CYCA marine meteorology course 
commences May 27 and will run for 
eight weeks. Further details from Ken 
on (02) 269 8622 or the CYCA office on 
(02) 363 9731. .,i! 

Why rely on anything less 

WIL TRADING, Australia's most respected SOLAS Marine Safety Sales & Service 
organisation is now making its expertise, and product range, available to 

Australian Yachting. 

Products include: 
• The world's lightest 

yachting liferafts 
• The world's best Air 

and Closed Foam lifejackets 
• Full range of emergency 

supplies and pyrotechnics 
• EPIRB / SART beacons 
• Fire fighting equipment 

Sydney - 36 Doody St, Alexandria 
Tel: 667 - 4599 Fax: 669 -1181 
Melbourne - 63 Turner St, Port Melbourne 
Tel: 9646 - 5011 Fax: 9646 - 4867 
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Services include: 
❖A.M.S.A I M.S.B 
certified liferaft 
service stations - all 
brands 
❖Certified lifejacket 
testing stations 
❖Fire equipment 
service 

WILTRADING 
Efficiency and Safety O"shore 



The Moorings® 
The Best Sailing Vacations In The World. 

NOVEMBER 3-11 1996 
Connect a serious party programme with 

some fun races around the amazing 
Whitsunday Islands. 

You nominate your elapsed time for each 
leg within a certain time frame, if you get 

it right you win the prze. 
The over all winner will recieve a free charter 

to defend the title in the 1997 event. 

Sunday November 3 

Tuesday November 5 

Wednesday November 6 

Friday November 8 

Saturday November 9 

Monday November 4 

Tuesday November 5 

Wednesday November 6 

Thursday November 7 

Friday November 8 

Saturday November 9 

Sunday November 1 O 

The opening salvoe 

Lunch at Hayman Island 

Whitehaven Rum Punch Jump Up 

Thomas Island Toe Tingler 

Final Night Bash 

Dent Passage to Nara Inlet 

Nara Inlet to Hayman Island 

Hayman Island to Whitehaven Beach 

Lay Day 

Whitehaven Beach to Thomas Island 

Lay Day 

Thomas Island to Dent Passage 

For full details 
phone 

Club Seafarer 
on (02) 693 5401 
or Toll Free on 
1 800 221 484 

or fax (02) 317 2258 

Club Seafarer 
2/809 Botany Road. Rosebery, 

Sydney NSW 2018 
Travel Agents Licence No. 2T A 003091 



Many yacht owners are 
looking at one-design 

offshore sailing as the way 
to go for competitive racing , 

and the charter company 
The Moorings has come up 
with an innovative concept 

to make this easier and 
more cost effective with a 

plan to build ten one-design 
yachts of around 36-foot 

overall length. OFFSHORE 
Yachting magazine's 

publisher Larry Jamieson, a 
widely experienced ocean 

racing yachtsman , lends the 
support of OFFSHORE to 

the concept of one-design 
offshore. 

One-desi__,-
Rad 

tha 
Makes 

he trend is clear in yacht racing. 
One design is the way to go. 
Why? People are realising that 
the old saying " the more things 

change the more they stay the same" . is 
true. 

IOR has gone but, w hile IMS cer­
tainly has produced quicker boats, it is 
unrealistic to think that one rule can 
equitably allow a maxi like Sayonara to 
race against Southerly. For one thing 
they are quite likely going to be 100 
miles apart on the race course in quite 
different wind conditions. 

While Australia is at the forefront of 
making the IMS rule work, many top 
level yachtsmen cry out for level racing. 
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It 's the KISS principal - Keep It Simple 
Stupid. First across the line wins. Like 
me, many are becoming ti red of looking 
across at a competitor and needing a 
calculator to work out w ho is ahead . 

It w ill not be hard to find many peo­
p le to agree with the above. Now comes 
the eternal p roblem. Which boat are we 
all going to race. 

Again many potentia l owners are 
cynical because they have heard it all 
before. Last month the Mumm 36 was 

going to be the boat, next month it is the 
Whitbread 30. There are two Mumm 36 
yachts in Australia. One in Pittwater 
and one in Hobart. 

They are grea t boa ts but quite simply 
there will never be enough of them on 
the line every Saturday to create excit­
ing class racing. 

Let's be clear about another world 
wide trend - Cruiser-Racers. 

There are far more Cruiser - Racers in 
any fleet than there are grand prix Rae-



' ' 

ers. Always was, always will be. Any­
one who watched several Bashford 
Howison 41's go around the track to­
gether in the Southern Cross races prior 
to Christmas has to agree that they had 
grea t racing. 

The attractive part of the Cruiser 
Racer is that those very same owners 
may well have been found enjoying a 
BBQ in Pittwater with their family the 
next weekend. 

Dual purpose yachts . Race hard Sa t-

urday, take mum and the kids for a 
cruise on Sunday. 

OK, so we agree that we need a fleet 
of one design cruiser racers. How do we 
get a fleet going? As with any product in 
any business if we want volume we 
need to sell it at a keen price. 

This is where our friends at The Moor­
ings come in. One day recently Trevor 
Joyce, managing director of The Moor­
ings Australia, mentioned that he 
wanted to get a fleet of 10 boats for 

corporate charter work on Sydney Har­
bour. 

When I heard ten boats I heard "in­
stant one design fleet" . I also sensed a 
way for the ocean racer to get in at an 
entry level price. 

The availability of an inexpensive one 
design racing yacht that has an income 
stream to pay the bills is sure to attract 
attention. 

The Moorings is about to offer such a 
proposition to the Sydney yachting 
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Above: Sommerbreeze ... new Cavalier 350SL - the type of cruiser racer suitable for one design racing. 
Right: The Moorings managing director, Trevor Joyce 

fraternity. As part of its plan to put a 
charter fleet of matched yachts on Syd­
ney Harbour the company has its eye on 
what the racing sailor wants. 

The fleet w ill be primarily used for 
skippered charter work in the growing 
market spinning off from the in-bound 
tourism industry, the conference and 
incentive business that i~ already worth 
more than 2 billion dollars a year to 
Sydney, and the management training 
market. 

by the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia. 
The Moorings will initially order ten 

yachts, with the construction scheduled 
for completion before the start of the 
1998 summer. 

The package will provide for two 
sets of sails, one for use when the yacht 
is in charter mode and the other for 
exclusive use by the owner when the 
yacht is racing. 

The criteria that Moorings managing 
director Trevor Joyce is using in his 

~~whilst it is unlikely that we 
will meet the needs of the 

grand prix racing sailor 
who wants to go to Hoban, 

we believe that we will 
provide a financially 

sensible package to many 
sailors who enjoy their 

harbour and offshore 

eva luation of the options in­
clude the following; 
• A name designer and a name 

builder. 
• Full bareboat charter survey. 
• Reasonably competitive IMS 

handicap rating . 
• High performance but sea 

handling characteristics. 
• A size around 36 ft overall 

length. 
• A large cockpit to accommo 

date a crew of six and a 
skipper. racing" 

• Simple fit out below decks to 
comply with minimum IMS require-The operating formula will provide 

for the owner to use the yacht for club 
racing events such as the summer point 
score and the winter series conducted 
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ments. 
• Glass construction to facilitate easy 

repair. 

• A price tag under $200,000 complete . 
• High re-sale value. 
• Easy maintenance 

A yacht of this type operating in a 
charter fl eet has the potential to earn up 
to $15,000 per year for the owner after 
paying insurance, marina berth and 
maintenance costs, subject of course to 
how much time the owner wants. 

"Whilst it is unlikely that we will 
meet the needs of the grand prix racing 
sailor who wants to go to Hobart, we 
believe that we will provide a finan­
cially sensible package to many sailors 
who enjoy their harbour and offshore 
racing", points out Trevor Joyce. ,,Ji 



Canon Australia continues its proud 
association with the prestigious Canon 
Sydney to Gold Coast Yacht Classic. 

RELIABILITY 

Canon prides itself on being involved in 
sporting events of this stature. 

canon 
STRENGTH INNOVATION 



Hamilton Island Race 
Week 1996 will not 

only be another great 
regatta in the tropics 

of the Whitsunday 
Islands of Far North 

Queensland, but will 
also be an important 

showcase of the latest 
in yacht designs, rigs, 

sails and hi-tech 
accessories. Mike 

Sabey provides an 
early preview. 

Hamilton 
Goes 

i-tech, lightweight carbon fi­
bre masts which are set to 
revolutionise the yachting 
landscape will make their 
Australian debut in August 

at this year's XXXX Ansett Hamilton 
Island Race Week. 

Carbon fibre moulded masts, once 
the sole domain of America's Cup yachts 
and the odd one-off, spare-no-money 
rig for a maxi racing yacht, are now 
being made at affordable prices in Aus-

sibly up to four new IMS yachts are 
expected to sport carbon fibre spars, 
costing around an additional $15,000 
over conventional alloy masts. 

Carbon Tech Spars managing direc­
tor Ian Holley says he expects a new 
Singapore-based Bashford / Howison 41, 
owned by well known business identity 
Jeffrey Leon, and a new BH36, a 

11Over the ext 12 mont 
these new carbon masts 

are expected to take over 
grand prix style offsho 

events and regattas in 
Aust lia" 

sistership to Kevin Wood's Lo­
cal Hero, to carry carbon spars 
this year. 

Over the next 12 months 
these new carbon masts are 
expected to take over grand 
prix style offshore events and 
regattas in Australia. Yachting 
experts predict they will save 

tralia by Carbon Tech Spars at Nowra 
on the NSW South Coast. 

At this year's eight race Hamilton 
Island Race Week, at least two and pos-
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around 40kg aloft on a 41-footer, mak-
ing for a significant improvement to a 
boat's righting moment and, of course, 
its overall speed. 

Despite the tragic death of Ian 
Bashford, at least four of his latest IMS 
cruiser / racers, including a new Iain 
Murray-designed souped up 60-footer, 
a two BH41s and a 36-footer will be 
campaigned by yachting 'heavies', Iain 
Murray, Jamie Wilmot, Peter Gilmour 
and others. 

Another significant area of develop­
ment among the grand prix racing group 
has been in the use of 3DL sails. orth 
Sails Sydney loft manager Grant Sim­
mer says: "I expect to see 3DL double 
their numbers at Hamilton Island Race 
Week this year with up to half the seri­
ous IMS boats (around 10 to 12) wearing 
these increasingly popular moulded see­
through, panel less sails." 

This year's Race Week will be sailed 
under the new 1996 IMS ratings which 
take effect from July 1, with some sig­
nificant changes. Overall, the more com-



petitive IMS boats from last season w ill 
lose from .75second up t6 ll .5 seconds / 
mile as the rule swings back to favour 
the more prismatic shapes. 

A feature class at Race Week this year 
w ill be the Magic 25s, with around ten of 
thi s exciting new class being trucked to 
Far North Queensland especia lly for the 
regatta. 

Hamilton Island Race Club has made 
a number of key changes to this year's 
program, reflecting sugges tions from 
competitors after last year's event which 

attracted more than 115 entries. Race 

director Warwick Hoban, who missed 
the 1995 Race Week following a serious 
ski accident, says: "For the racing boats 
there will be eight races instead of six, 
with two races around 15 nautical miles 
each being sailed on the Thursday. On 
most days we will send the cruising 
boa ts on a different course so as to avoid 

clashes at key rounding marks, whilst 
the South Molle Race will sa il into Air lie 
Beach to make more of a spectacle (wind 
permitting) ." 

Race one of the regatta, the South 
Molle and Daydream Island Trophy, 
wi ll be sa iled on Sa turday, August 24, 
races two and three, the XXXX Classic 

Main pie: Hammer of 
Queensland competing 
in XXXX Ansett 
Hamilton Island Race 
Week. (pie - Ian Grant) 

Left: Warwick 
Hoban .. .limbering up for 
Race Week after 
missing the 1995 event 
because of a serious 
snow skii ing accident. 
(Pie - Kevan Wolfe) 

Race Week will conclude on the Sat­
urd ay with th e popular 22 mile 
Lindeman Island Trophy race. 

Special Ansett Race Week Fly/ Ac­
commodation packages are now ava il­
able for Race Week at varying rates (tel­
ephone Ansett Holidays on 131 344). As 
usual, competing yachts will be given 

events, will be on the Sun­
day, with race four, an 85-
mile day / twilighter race 
for IMS and PHS division 

yachts and a 25-miler for 
Tra ilable and Cruiser di­
visions, on Tuesday, Au­
gust 27. 

~~For the racing boats there will 
be eight races instead of six, with 
two races around 15 nautical 

The famous Whiteha­
ven Beach Party will be on 
the Wednesday this year 

miles each being sailed on the 
Thursday. On most days we will 
send the cruising boats on a 
different course so as to avoid 
clashes ... " 

with racing resuming on 
the Thursday with the Ansett Classics, 
two 15 mile races for racing divisions, 
sai led back to back, with one race only 
for cruising yachts. 

On Friday, August 30, the Hamilton 
Island Challenge will be sailed, with a 

30 mile triangular race. 

free berthing, subject to space, at the 
Island's Boat Harbour. Notice of race 
for the 1996 XXXX Ansett Hamilton Is­
land Race Week are available from all 
keelboat clubs by faxing Hamilton Is­
land Yacht Club on 079 467 278. Entries 
close on August 16. ~i 
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What's New 
in Marine 

• Electronics 
YACHT INSTRUMENTATION 
Brookes & Gatehouse 
Latest Go-Fast Aid 
You sail upwind with 12 knots true 
winds peed, carrying a full mainsail and 
number one headsail. Running into the 
leeward mark, true windspeed reads 16 
knots, so you change headsails accord­
ingly on the second work. 

Back on the wind, however, the boat 
feels underpowered and true winds peed 
is reading 12 knots again. Slow? Frus­
trating? The cause of this is the wind 
accelerating over the sailplan, creating a 
difference that varies across the range of 
windspeed. 

Brookes & Gatehouse's Hydra 2 has a 
calibration feature which allows this 
error to be corrected. 

Sailing up a beat in normal condi­
tions, you find that true wind direction 
changes from tack to tack . The amount 
of change varies as wind speed changes. 
Your true wind direction number is use­
less, you can't use it to pick a wind shift. 
B&G Hydra 2 has calibration facilities 
which enable an accurate, reliable true 
wind direction to be calculated, taking 
leeway, upwash and heel angle into ac­
count. 

Autohelm ST80 Provides 
Multi-purpose Information 
Autohelm, a Raytheon Marine Company 
and said to be the world's leadingmanu-
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facturer of marine instruments for the 
leisure boat market, has launched an­
other technological breakthrough in the 
design of boat information systems. It's 
called ST80. 

To create the ST80 system Autohelm' s 
engineers went back to basics and ex­
amined the primary functions of a boat 
information system; a way of measur­
ing or sensing information; a means of 
distributing it; a method of displaying 
it; and a way of controlling it. 

While conventional systems tie up 
the measurement, display and control 
functions in a single instrument, 
Autohelm' s ST80 creates a new concept 
which enable information to be viewed 
where it is most convenient and control 
to be placed where is most accessible. 

To overcome the need for multiple 
displays, the solution developed by 
Autohelm is to keep the primary func­
tions, ie measurement, distribution, dis­
play and control, as entirely separate 
and independent . 

Further information: Ocean Talk A us­
tralia on freecall 1800 029 948. 

KVH Release Quadro2 
Instrument System 
US-based KVH Industries' significantly 
upgraded Quadro2 instrument system 
for competitive racing yachts is now 
available in Australia from Coursemas­
ter Autopilots. 

Brookes & Gatehouse Hydra 2 includes a 
calibration feature 

Quadro2 instrument packages range 
from a basic depth, speed, sea tempera­
ture and logs through to the Race Per­
formance package which, together with 
an IBM-compatable laptop, evaluates 
your yacht's performance against polars, 
helping to quickly make the right tacti­
cal decisions. 

Features of the latest KVH Quadro2 
instrument system include" supertwist" 
digital displays that are easier to read 
than standard LCD displays; a new line 
of analogue displays for wind angle, 
wind direction, wind speed, compass 
and boat speed; a new circuit configura­
tion which has reduced electronic noise 
with other on-board electronics; easier 
installation with "pigtail" cables. 

Further information: Richard 
Chapman at Coursemaster Autopilots 
Pty Ltd, 7 Smith Street, Chatswood, 
NSW 2067, ph: (02) 417 7097 or fax: (02) 
417 7557. 

Space no longer dictates how much information you have access to with the ST 80 
instrumentation system developed by Autohelm. 



GLOBAL POSITIONING 
SYSTEM 
Magellan Release 
Hand-held GPS 3000 
The Magellan GPS 3000, just released, 
sets new standards in value, price and 
size of hand-held GPS receivers. De­
signed for fishermen and yachtsmen 
who want the lowest possible price with­
out sacrificing the features they require 
in a marine GPS unit, this will fit any 
mariner's budget. 

Features include a versatile tack plot­
ter with adjustable scale and "pan and 
scan", numerous co-ordinates includ­
ing latitude / longitude and TD readouts, 
differential GPS capability, and NMEA 
output which enable the unit to be used 
with radars, sonars and auto-pilots. 

The six navigation screens provide 
directional arrows and information on 
distance to go, bearing, course over 
ground, time to go, speed over ground, 
X-track errors and velocity made good. 

Further information: Magellan Aus­
tralia, Ph: (09) 444 0233 or fax: (09) 443 
2598. 

Apelco GPS 15 - Hand 
Held With Trackplotter 
OceanTalk's new Apelco GPS 15 is not 
only differential ready but also has 
trackplotting and course deviation in-
dicating displays. , 

The CPS 15 is a compact, waterproof 
handheld CPS that will operate for eight 
hours on four nicad or AA batteries. The 
unit measures 19cm high and weighs 
less than 450gm. 

Up to eight satellites are monitored 
on five channels by the patch antenna. 
which helps ensure position accuracy, 
no matter where the satellites are in the 
sky. 

MEA O 183 output facilities down­
load position information to autopilots, 
fishfinders, radars and chartplotters via 
the standard, supplied mounting 
bracket. 

A graphic steering indicator provides 
the visual means to reach a destination 
with great accuracy as cross track error 
is boldly displayed. 

Further information: Ocean Talk Aus­
tralia - freecall 1800 029 948. 

KVH Quadro's new "supertwist" dual display shows 
with wide viewing angle LCDs, two pieces of fullsize 
information with digits as large as a standard single 
instrument. 

ELECTRONIC CHARTS 
Electronic Charts in 
Navionics CD-Rom 
Navionics, who built the first electronic 
chart, have gone a major step forward 
with the release of a CD-Rom contain­
ing more than 9,500 nautical charts and 
port plans. 

According to Navionics, there is now 
no need for dea lers to stock a wide selec­
tion of electronic charts, creating an tax­
able inventory that can go out-of-date 
and might not sell fast enough. Instead, 
a customer can see what he wants on a 
computer screen, order it and have a 
seamless chart on disk within five min­
utes . 

OceanTalk Australia Adds 
To Chart Plotter Range 
The Ceonav LCD-7 chart plotter created 
a great deal of attention on introduction 
to the Australian market in 1994. Seri­
ous fishermen buy them because of the 
many obvious advantages a chartplotter 
offers over digital only display CPSs. 

The Ceonav LCD-7 daylight viewing 
chart plotter caters specifically for the 
demands of smaller boats and budgets 
whilst maintaining Geonav's rugged 
waterproof design. It contains all the 
features that make the standard model 
so sought after, including single button 
functions, waterproof one-page quick 
reference "bridge card", efficient de­
sign, built-in world chart, up to 440 
waypoints, 1100 markers, selective dis­
plays etc for user-friendly operation. 

The Ceonav LCD-7 Plus charter plot-

ter, like all other GPS chart plotters in 
the Geonav range, uses Navionics seam­
less electronic charts. Further informa­
tion: Ocean Talk Australia on 1 800 029 
948. 

NavPlotter from Autohelm 
- The Missing Link 
Autohelm has launched its NavPlotter 
100, the first pa per electronic chartp lotter 
to work directly with the Sea Talk prod­
uct range of autopilots and instruments. 
The NavPlotter 100 comprises a digitis­
ing mat to which charts are attached 
and an electronic "puck" with LCD and 
controls. 

The NavPlotter 100 is a traditional 
navigators electronic tool linking the 
safety and security of paper chart navi­
gation to modern onboard systems and 
instruments without the need for ex­
penses electronic cartography. 

When connected to Sea Talk network 
with instruments, navigation equip­
ment, GPS and autopilots the Autohelm 
NavPlotter 100 has even more powerful 
features than currently available on simi­
lar types of plotters. Information avail­
able from the SeaTalk system includes 
tide speed and direction, direction and 
speed through water, true wind speed 
and direction. 

Price of the Au tohelm Nav Plotter 100 
is $1965, including Autohelm GPS sen-

Magellan's GPS 3000, a most affordable 
hand-held GPS receiver. 
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OceanTalk Australia's Apelco GPS 15 showing the 
graphic steering indicator display with the last 
waypoint and the nex1 three waypoints in a boat's 
route as an on-the-water perspective. 

sor or $1212 to with an existing CPS. 
Further information from OceanTalk 
Australia - freecall 1 800 029 948. 

AUTOPILOTS 
Navico Tillerpilots 
Redesigned 
After major technological advances and 
a radical new design, Navico's new 
Tillerpilots are now available through 
Navico's Australian distributor, 
Coursemaster Autopilots. 

Navico has tackled four design chal­
lenges: high thrust; low~r power con­
sumption; quiet operation; and storm­
proof weather protection in developing 
the Navico Tillerpilot 100 and the Navico 
Corus Tillerpilot 300. 

As well as Navico's 10-year world­
wide experience in tillerpilots, some in-

ternational racing sailors have contrib­
uted their expertise to the latest units, 
drawing on the personal experience in 
some of the world's most arduous long­
distance sailing events such as the Route 
de Rhumn, the Round Britain and Mini­
Transat. 

The outcome is that both the 
Tillerpilot 100 and the Corus Tillerpilot 
300 are uniquely user-friendly, with 
steering to a compass course or auto­
track at the touch of a button, leaving 
the skipper to help with trimming the 
sails. 

Autohelm ST80 Most 
Advanced Autopilot 
Ocean Talk Australia are describing the 
ST80 Autopilot as the most advanced 
automatic steering ever made for pleas­
ure boats, providing high-specification 
steering and navigation for powerboats 
and yachts. 

By adopting the ST80 design princi­
ples and utilising the stunning graphi­
cal display power of the ST80 
Masterview, the ST80 Autopilot requires 
no dedicated autohelm display unit. 
Rather, this is an autopilot that commu­
nicates with the skipper in words, num­
bers and pictures and provides an un­
surpassed standard of control and con­
venience. 

A Masterview can be dedicated to 
display only the Autopilot chapter and 
emulate a conventional, dedicated au­
topilot control head. Or, for more flex­
ibility you can activate as many 
Masterview chapters in addition to the 
autopilot chapter, to maximise the in­
formation available from a single dis­
play. 

Further information: Ocean Talk Aus­
tralia - freecall on 1 800 029 948. 

POWER FAULT PROTECTION 
STO.P Electronic 
Fault Protectors 
Undervoltage, a sudden dip in voltage 
caused by engine starting and other 
heavy loads is one of the primary ca uses 
of memory failure in GP, Loran and 
Decca navigation system, along with 
spikes, transients, overvoltages, surges, 
eletromagnet interference, and induced 
EMF through nearby lightning strikes. 

Thus the new line ofSTO.P electronic 
fault protectors are described as a "must 
have" accessory for any pleasure craft 
owner ventures offshore, or relies on 
electronic navigation for comfort and 
safety. 

The Geonav LCD-7 electronic chart from Navionics, 
designed for smaller cruisers, yachts and fishing boat. 

UNBELIEVABLE GPS OFFER 
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SILVA NEXUS 
GPS SYSTEM 

(Complete system including 
display instr., receiver, cables etc) 

$1698 
Detailed 4 page colour brochure and 

address of your nearest stockist contact 
MACSON TRADING COMPANY PTY LTD 
44 Alexandra Pde., Clifton Hill, Vic 3068 

Tel (03) 9489 9766 Fax (03) 9481 5368 

FEATURES OF THE NEXUS GPS SYSTEM 

• Extraordinary dynamic performance from the 
Rockwell engine 

• Large clear display with good readability from 
any angle 

• Combi view window with: SOG, COG, DTW, BTW 
• 399 waypoint memory 
• 25 routes with 24 waypoints per route 
• Magnetic or true compass bearing 
•Standalone or integrated 
• NMEA compatib le In & Out 
• Man Over Board (MOB) function 
• Ready for differential use through RTCM 104 protocol 
• PC interface available 
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Any port in a storm, 
but don•t rely on just any radio. 

Reliable communication at sea is assured with the Icom VHF Marine Transceiver range. 

Choose from our heavy duty handhelds with optional low security scramblers ... there's the IC-MlO; the IC-Ml5 , 

waterproof up to a depth of 1 metre for 30 minutes; and the IC-GM1500, approved by the Australian Maritime 

Safety Authority for GMDSS (Global Maritime Distress and Safety System) use. Or the quality and reliability of our mobiles 

... the IC-M58 or IC-M126DSC, both with digital SELCALL capabilities and scrambler facilities. 

To get the full story talk to the marine communications experts at Icom or your nearest Icom dealer. 

Call free on 1800 338 915 or write to learn Australia Pty. Ltd. 

7 Duke St Windsor Victoria 3181 P.O. Box 1162 

Ph: (03) 9529 7582. Fax: (03) 9529 8485. A.C.N. 006 092 575 
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With a GPS connected to the Navplotter 100, this mode provides continuously updated read-outs of the boats 
current latitude/longitude co-ordinates. The direction ind icator arrow tells you how to move the puck to your 
current position on the chart. 

STO.P keeps electronic navigation 
equipment, fishfinders, cellular tel­
ephones, communication equipment, 
and instrumentation safe from the Seven 
classes of electrical system faults men­
tioned above. 

Further information: Karl Sevbastian, 
PO Box 62, Main Beach, Qld 4217, ph: 
015 141 545. 

BATTERY CARE 
Link 10 Battery Marine 
Battery Monitor 
Flat batteries are, unfortunately, a com­
monplace problem faced by boat own­
ers. 

At least you can be prepared to meet 
the problem by having a Link 10 battery 
monitor on your control panel. 

Ample Power - Name in 
Battery Maintenance 
Ample Power Technology, a US market 
leader in battery maintenance systems 
for both land and sea based operations, 
has moved into Australia. With a new 
office in the Melbourne suburb of 
Mordialloc, APT is already heavily in­
volved in the design and implementa­
tion of a number of new and refit instal­
lations. 

APT equipment ranges from high 
output alternators (with field mainte­
nance kits available) to a range of multi­
step regulations, energy monitors which 
calculate AMP-hours capacity remain­
ing in batteries. The company has also 
introduced the Trace range of inverters 
from the US. 

Further information on APT prod­
ucts and services and the Ample News 
subscription from APT, PO Box 382, 
Mordialloc, Vic 3195, or fax: (03) 9580 
1755. 

Electronic 
Charting News 
To date, the sailing public 
might be forgiven for 
presuming that electronic 
charting is all about compact 
plotters displaying vectorised 
charts prepared by firms such 
as C-Map and Navionics. 
Such devices have certainly 
made an impact already, and 
will probably continue to 
develop, but they are a 
long way from being the 
electronic equivalent of an 
official paper chart. 

h ehind the scenes however, the 
Hydrographic Services around 
the world - the people who con­

duct the marine surveys and prepare 
the official charts - have not been 
idle. 

Their aim has been to develop elec­
tronic charts that may accurately serve 
as the plotting basis for navigation into 
the 21st Century, faithfu lly reproduc­
ing all the information on the equiva-

The Link 10 reads your battery like a 
fuel gauge, is simple to install, easy to 
use and splash proof. 

The two STO.P electronic protectors, the STO.P 3+ is for smaller boats with limited 
electronics such as VHF radios, GPS and Fishfinder. 

The Link 10 features a multicolour 
bar graph display which tells the bat­
tery level-of-charge at a glance. It flashes 
a red warning when it's time to recharge. 
The digital display indicates how many 
amp-hours have been consumed while 
a time remaining function advises the 
operator how long you can continue to 
operate DC loads at the present power 
consumption rate before your battery is 
depleted. 

Further information: Power Protec­
tion Solutions Pty Ltd, PO Box 122, 
Redcliffe, Qld 4020, ph: 073880 1798 or 
fax: 073203 4235. 
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The next leap forward in boat information 
systems is here. 

Autohelm ST 80 completely redefines on­
board electronics. Not just the way it works, 
but the way you work it. 

ST 80's versatile digital displays can be 
any instrument you want them to be - and 
can switch roles in an instant. 

ST 80's remote keypads bring control of 
every display and every function to your 
fingertips - even autopilot and GPS. 

Autohelm and SeaTalk are registered trademarks of Nautech united. 
ST 80 is a trademark of Autohelm Limited. 

Oceantalk Australia 
Un~ 35, 9 Powells Road, 
Brookvale NSW 2100 

Telephone +612 9905 7199 or 
Toll Free +612 1 800 029 948 
M&P 11009 

Which means you can site displays 
where you can see them - and controls 
where you can reach them. 

Space no longer dictates how much 
information you have access to. 

The result: A system of unparalleled 
power, flexibility and convenience. 

Autohelm ST 80. The future's on display 
- at your dealer's, now. · • · • · • · • · • Display anything 

Control everything .. ....... • 

Raylheon Electronics 

Autohelm 



Prototype raster scan charts such as this one issued by the RAN Hydrographic Ottice in 1995 reveal the fu ll detail 
of the official chart. 

lent paper chart without distortion, are 
readily updated, and yet can't be pirate 
copied. 

The RAN Hydrographic Office, 
which has long used digital techniques 
in the preparation of our regular paper 

CORUS™ 
i n s trum e nt s 

charts, has been working on the devel­
opment of Australian charting data in a 
Raster format since 1994. 

Trial 'Beta' versions of selected charts 
were produced on CD-ROM in 1995, 
and a second generation, using the final 

All networked, modular instrument systems 

can be expanded. Usuany, if you want more 

functions, you buy more display units. 

But Corus is smarter than that. 

With Corus instruments, you can add 

functions without adding displays*. 

Distributed in Australia by 
Coursemaster Autopilots PTY Ltd 7 Smith St, 

' ;;.;;;;;;"'~' 
'Functions are orly available if the relevant transducers are fitted. 
Dedicated and Analogue displays are - avaiabte 
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ADC (Australian Digital Chart) format 
was trialed in April this year. 

ADC is compatible with a similar 
'scanned' system developed by the Brit­
ish Hydrographic Office, known as 
ARCS (Admiralty Chart Raster Serv­
ice). 

ARCS charts on CD-ROM for increas­
ing large areas of the world have been 
available since early this year, and re­
lease of our Australian ADC charts 
should begin in September. New Zea­
land charts will be available within 
ARCS. 

So, before the end of the year it will 
be possible to display Official Austral­
ian charts on your PC or colour Lap Top 
computer, at home or on board. ECS 
(Electronic Charting System) programs 
are already available for navigating us­
ing ARCS or ADC charts . 

At the time of writing, the RAN 
Hydrographic Office is considering the 
value of releasing an ECS. 

A more detailed report on these de­
velopments is being prepared for our 
next issue - Andrew Gowen 
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The Language of Modem 
yacht Electronics 
By Robin Kydd - Oceantalk Australia 
Over the las t decade or so yacht instrument systems have 
embraced the microprocessor and in doing so created a whole 
new world of parameters by which the yachtsman can judge 
his performance and that of his yacht and crew. 

In the old days the needs of navigation were satisfied with 
boat speed, depth, wind speed, wind direction and heading. 
Position was calculated from coastal navigation, celestial 
naviga tion and when all else fa iled, which it often did "DR" 
or dead reckoning. Today's modern integra ted instrument 
system measures these basic parameters and additiona lly 
knows its position within boat length precision on a second by 
second basis from GPS. 

From these basic functions microprocessors calculate, cali­
brate, display and provide myriads of functions. The manu­
facturers of integrated systems have taken names for their 
creations from big ship navigation and where none existed 
invented new terms. In the main the new language is common 
across different brand of instruments although the computa­
tions being carried out behind the scenes may differ greatly 
from brand to brand to produce a figure with the same name. 

Let us look at some of the available functions and terms, 
how they are derived and some of their applications . 

Boat Speed. Simple to unders tand it is the speed of the boat 

True Wind 
True wind displays the wind speed and direction as if the vessel 
were moving through the water. The True Wind direction 
is displayed as a magnetic heading. 

VMG-Velocity Made Good to Wind 
This displays the boat speed through the 
water in the direction of true wind. It is 
replaced with VMG-GND (velocity made 
good over ground) when SOG 
(speed over ground) and COG 
(course over ground) 
are available. 

Ample Power Systems 
Winter means maintenance, so don't wait until 

disaster strikes cal A.P.T. totday for the latest in 
electrical system product & consulatation 
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A Fast Full Charge! 
A fast full charge is the name 
of the game and the Next Step 
Reg ulator is the star of the 
show! Proven micro-computer 
technology charges batteries 
fast and full while 
compensa ting fo r battery 
temperature preventing 
thermal runaway. Absorption 
voltage and time adjustment 
assure proper charge for any 
type of battery. State and error 
LED's show charge progress 
or fa ults. 

Amp Hours Simplified 
Message li ke 7 /8 Full, make everyone 
a battery expert! Amp-hours 
remaining and a host of other 
elec trical information is present in 
easy to read messages. 
Highly functional, the Energy 
Mani tor 11 inter/aces to regulators, 
charges, inverters, solar panels and 
computers to provide a new level of 
integra tion. This unit is wa tertight 
and has programmable and selectable 
Alarms. 

Find these and other energy efficient products available from: 

Ample Power Technology 
P.O. Box 382 Mordialloc Vic 3195 

Ph: 03-9-587-5255 Fax: 03-9-580-1755 

LOUD 
HF Radio 

EMEIIGENCY 
ROYALFLYING SEIIVIW TELSTAA 

DOCTOR SE/IV/Cl ---- AAO/'HONE 
,------- ........___....,,; 

AUST. NATIONAL _....,,; l'ENTA 
4WO COUNCIL COMSTA 

ACN 021. 1"1016 

Philip Collins 
& Associates Pty Ltd 

02 9 416 8799 
Ba Moore Avenue• West Und(,e/d • NSW 2070 • Fax 02 94/6 8761 
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In 1492 Columbus 
Proved The F.arth 

Was A Smooth 
Sphere To Navigate. 

500Years0n 
Some Cartographers 

Still Haven't 
Heard The News. 

Only NAVIONICS has 
seamle'ss electronic charts. 
You won't fall off the scale 
when yqu move from place to 
place. No wonder we've set the 
worldwide standard for marine 
navigation. 
Chris could 
have ai.scoverea 
NAVIONICS on 
1-800-809-874. 

----------------------
Please send me more information on 

NAVIONICS Seamless Electronic Charts 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

BOAT SIZE 

TEL 

POST CODE 

TYPE 

·~· AusnwJA Post to: P.O. Box 495, Brookvale, Australia 2100 
Phone: (02) 9939 1054 Fax: (02) 9939 1341 
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through the water. Generally measured 
with a sensor that calculates the speed 
of the water passing under the boat. 

Speed Over the Ground. (SOG). In 
contrast to boat speed which is a water 
based measurement SOG is usually cal­
culated from the rate of change of G PS 
derived position and is thus the speed 
the boat is travelling over the surface of 
the earth. 

Velocity Made Good. (VMG). The 
most common of the calculated func­
tions VMG is the speed of the boat par­
allel to the direction of the wind. A 
positive value is a "measure of upwind 
efficiency and a negative value is a meas­
ure of performance downwind. VMG 
over a period of time is a particularly 
useful tuning function and can be used 
to gauge optimum tacking angles . 

Velocity Made Good Over Ground. 
(VMG-GND). This is the same calcula­
tion as standard VMG with the effects of 
tide and leeway also taken into account. 

Wind Speed. (Apparent). A boat is 
nearly always a moving platform. Thus 
the raw measured wind speed, meas­
ured at the masthead is the wind that is 
apparent on the moving boat. This dif­
fers from the actual or "True wind 
speed" by the movement of the boat. 

Wind Speed. (True) . By taking the 
movement of the boat into account, both 
speed and direction the apparent wind 
speed measured at the masthead can be 
corrected to give real or true wind speed. 

3 knots) with most marine GPS. 
Depth. The depth of water measured 

under the boat. Generally from a navi­
gational depth sounder which is part of 
the system. 

Heading. The direction the boat is 
pointing. All boats have liquid filled 
traditional compasses as a matter of 
safety. Instrument systems get magnetic 
heading from electronic sensors the most 
common of which is the fluxgate. 

Course Over the Ground. (COG). 
GPS measurements being independent 
of the boats contact with the water are 
actual. COG is expressed as a compass 
heading and can be true or magnetic to 
match the traditional compasses on the 
boat if required. 

Set and Drift. (Tidal Vector). An 
integrated system can compare in real 
time Speed and course through the wa­
ter with speed and heading over the 
ground. The difference is the effect of 
leeway and tide also called set and drift. 
Picking the set early can win races. 

Way Point. (WP). A Waypoint is a 
destination of rounding mark. Literally 
a point to which you want to go or make 
way too. It is defined in terms of Lat and 
Long and can be entered into systems as 
such or as a range and bearing from a 
known point or the boats current posi­
tion. Systems containing chart plotters . 
allow the entering of waypoints by just 
placing the cursor over the desired des­
tination. 

Speed Towards A Waypoint. (VMG 
Wpt). It is more often the case that it is 
not possible to steer directly towards 
the Waypoint and that even if it is pos­
sible this may not be the fastest way to 

Wind Direction. (Apparent). As for 
wind speed in terms of raw measured 
information a stand alone instrument 
system does not take into account the 
movement of the boat and the actual or 
"True wind direction" will dif­ 11 'True wind direction' 

will differ by the 
factor of the boat's 
movement" 

fer by the factor of the boat's 
movement. 

Wind Direction. (True). 
There are two different types of 
true wind direction. Most com­
mon! y it is expressed on a dial or 
in digital format as an angle relative to 
the boat. As with true wind speed how­
ever more sophisticated systems also 
express it as a compass heading. The 
second version is particularly useful for 
picking wind shifts and is derived ei­
ther by using the measured apparent 
wind angle and a heading derived from 
an electronic compass of a GPS derived 
heading. Since GPS derived heading is 
independent of set and drift and leeway 
it will give a better result however is 
unreliable at low boat speeds (less than 

get there. Thus by monitoring and max­
imising speed towards the Waypoint 
the racing tactician can determine the 
most efficient tack / gibe and trim for the 
boat. 

Cross Track Error. (XTE). Having 
told the system of a Waypoint or mark 
that is the desired destination the func­
tion Cross Track Error starts to gener­
ate. This is the distance off the originally 
defined course at right angles to the 
original course. It is also known as dis­
tance off lay line. 
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Above: VMG-GND Velocity Made Good to Wind over Ground 
This calculated function displays the boat speed over the ground in the 
direction of the true wind. Because it uses COG and SOG, the effect of any tide on 
VMG is included. VMG-GND automatically replaces VMG if COG and SOG are 
available from the navigation receiver. 

Below: VMG-WPT Velocity Made Good to Waypoint 
VMG-WPT displays the boat speed over ground in the direction of the next waypoint. 

GPS. and Electronic 
Chan Seminar 

,. 

001 
~ ., 

While most of us have come to regard GPS (Global Position­
ing System) as part and parcel of offshore yachting, there are 
still many aspects of GPS and its use with electronic chart 
displays (ECDIS) that remain unexplained to weekend sail­
ors . 

GPS can now offer positioning accuracy almost to the 
metre, displayed automatically with course and speed on an 
electronic chart. But there are hidden dangers for the unwary. 

The recreational boat owner and crew will benefit just as 
much as the professional at a seminar, "GPS, Electronic Charts 
and You" to be held at the Australian National Maritime 
Museum, Darling Harbour, on Sunday, June 2. 

Jointly sponsored by the Australian Institute of Naviga­
tion, the Australian Maritime Safety Authority and the Mari­
time Museum, it is aimed at everyone who puts to sea. 

Seminar, Museum entry, trade display and refreshments are 
included in a fee of $35, cheque or credit cards accepted. Bookings are 
essen tial - call (02) 552 7544,fax (02) 2813182 or mail your details 
to the ANMM Members Office, Box 5131, Sydney 2001. ,,/j, 

Get a free 
HOOD Sailing 

cap & belt 
with every 

HOOD 
Riverton 
Jacket. 

Great for sailing or leisure. 
Just $259 + $ I 0.00 postage, handling & ins. 

ORDER FORM 
Fax to: (02) 9905 0900 or Post to HOOD SAILS 

P.O. Box 217, Brookvale NSW 2100 
Please send me __ HOOD Jacket (s) 

and my FREE Hood Cap and Belt for $269.00 
Name _______________ _ 
Phone _______________ _ 

Address _______________ _ 
___________ Postcode ____ _ 
Chestsize. _______ Waist size _____ _ 
Sizes S M L XL XXL (please circle) 

0 Vi sa O Bankca rd O Amex O Cheque/Money Order 

CardNo. _______________ _ 

Exp. Date _ I_ Signature __________ _ 

AUTHORISATION: I hereby authorise Hood Sai lmakers Pty Ltd to debit 
my Credit Card for $269.00. Please allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. 
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Offshore Yachting magazine, in conjunction with 
the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, will host a 

Gala Fashion Parade and Dinner at the CYCA on 
Friday, September 6, to introduce the new 

season's range of yachting and leisure wear. 

n o longer is offshore sailing wear a question of donning 
protective "oilies" over old shorts and jumpers. Today's 
garments are not only the best ever produced for the 
competitive and cruising sailor, but they are also a fashion 

statement. Likewise, fashionable garments are being made for after­
sailing wear at the yacht club as sailing attracts a broader range of 
participants, in particular, more young women. 

All the major companies will be displaying their latest protective 
sailing garments, for both offshore and inshore sailing, along with their 
broadening range of leisure wear at the Offshore Gala Fashion Parade 
and Dinner. 

The Parade will be held in the upstairs auditorium of the CYCA at 
Rushcutters Bay and will be attended by prominent yachtsmen and 
women as well as the media and fashion industry representatives . 
Guests will be served complimentary champagne on arrival at 7pm, 
with a formal three-course dinner served from 7.30pm. 

There will be three Fashion Parades of 15 minutes duration timed to 
run between the courses, with professional models displaying the very 

Offshore Presents ... 

¥achting 
Fashion Parade 

latest gear to wear during the summer sailing season of 
1996-7, both offshore and onshore. 

A complete full colour feature and program guide to 
the Offshore Gala Fashion Parade will be published in 
the August / September issue of Offshore. A copy of the 
program with details of garments to be displayed will 
be provided for each guest at the Fashion Parade Din­
ner. 

Tickets are $49 per person and bookings can be made 
at the CYCA reception - phone (02) 363 9731. There will 
be a 1 ucky door prize drawn on staged uring the evening 
- two return tickets to Port Douglas. 

Featured in this issue are some examples of the latest 
in sailing garments, including some of the Dorion range 
one of the companies involved in the Offshore Fashion 
Parade. 

* Book now at the CYCA for Offshore Yachting 
magazine's first annual Yachting Fashion Parade -
Friday, September 6. ,,/£ 
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Fail-safe Ratchet 
Blocks Released 
bylewmar 

a new 80mm ratchet block has 
been added to Lew mar' s Rac­
ing hardware range. Easy to 
operate, it features a fail-safe 

"on-off" lever mechanism to stop the 
ratchet from accidentally being disen­
gaged. 

Suitable for mainsheet applications 
on boats up to 40 feet LOA, the new 80m 
ratchet block is available in a number of 
configurations from single ratchet to tri­
ple ratchet becket and cam. 

The use of dual pawls in the ratchet 
mechanism ensures a safe working load 
of 800kg on a single block. For the weight 
conscious sailor, Lewma~ ratchet blocks 
are said to be 25% lighter than the com­
petitors equivalent. 

A fully adjustable cam arm can be 
fixed in a multitude of positions on the 
cheek of the block, enabling a sheet to be 
lead at the best possible angle. Sheaves 
are constructed from hard anodised al u­
mini um for longevity and run on Delrin 
balls. 

Further information: Peter Shipway 
at Barlow Distributors (Australia) - ph: 
02 318 2128 or fax: 02 319 1858. 

New Colours, 
Features For 
Henri Lloyd 
Henri Lloyd have added extra features 
and colours to their popular offshore 
Ensign Tech range. Additional to the 
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Lewmar Racing's new 80mm ratchet block features a 
fail-safe "on-off" lever mechanism. 

already long list of comfort and safety 
features is extra reflective tape, new 
dartex internal wrist seals and a drain­
age gutter fitted to the hood that is de­
signed to divert water away from the 
face. 

Warm gold with graphite trim has 
been added to the Ensign Tech's other 
colour choices of Navy-white trim, Red 
- navy trim, and Green - purple trim. 

The recommended retail price is un­
changed at $442, including. a free har­
ness and is available from Henri Lloyd 
stockists. For dealer listings phone 02 
838 4333 or fax 02 638 7951. 

International ocean racing skipper Lawrie Smith 
wearing the Henry Lloyd warm gold Ensign Tech 
jacket and Classic trousers. 

I 
' ' 

Folding Winch Seat 
For All yachts 
Titan Australia Pty Ltd (the floating 
winch handle manufacturer) has just 
released worldwide its new folding 
winch seat for all yachts. The Aqua Seat 
is manufactured from UV stabilised in­
jected moulded polypropylene and is 
non corrosive with the use of brass and 
stainless steel fittings. 

With its clever design the seat un­
folds in seconds from a compact size 
with the carry handle designed to en­
gage as the back support brace. The seat 
is neat, portable, lightweight (3.2kg) and 
folds up for easy stowage, measuring 
only 90mm in height. 

The Aqua Seat has taken two years of 
design and development time to iron 
out all the flex and strength require­
ments but the company's CEO, Geoff 
Cropley, describes the result as "fabu­
lous. " 

A range of accessories is available, 
including a cushion seat, angle adap­
tors and mounting pads. The angle adap­
tor is required when the seat winches 
are not mounted vertically. The mount­
ing pad kit is used where winches are 
not fitted on the yacht, still enabling use 
of the Aqua Seat. 

The Aqua Seat is distributed in Aus­
tralia by Ronstan International and is 
available at leading chandlery shops. 

Compact Stemdrive 
Diesels From Volvo 
Penta Marin 
Volvo Penta has launched a new 
turbocharged and aftercooled 79kW 
(105hp) T AMD22/SX to further extend 
the highly acclaimed four cyclinder 22 / 
SX sterndrive diesel series. 

The new TAMD22 /SX joins Volvo 
Penta's 57 kW (78hp) turbocharged 
TMD22/SX and 43 kW (59hp) naturally 
aspirated MD22/SX in a range of 
sterndrive diesel units with outputs now 
ranging from 43 kW through to 170 kW 
(50 hp to 230 hp). 

Volvo Penta's 22/SX series provides 
the ideal option of RIB's runabouts and 
other planing craft, providing small 
engine units in terms of size within a 
power range not previously available 



The Aqua Seat in stowage ready for the tired sailor. 

from a quality sterndrive. These smooth 
and highly compact power packages 
are designed to replace petrol outboards 
and smaller petrol I/O units in a new 
generation of boats which Volvo Penta 
claim will offer far greater economy, 
security and owner sa tisfaction. 

Volvo Penta is represented in Aus­
tralia (except WA) by Eastern Engines 
Pty Ltd, ph:: 07 3899 1622, fax: 07 3899 
1045, and in WA by Seapower Australia 
Pty Ltd, ph: 09 335 977, fax: 09 335 3233. 

Breathable Deck 
Shorts Released 
by Musto 
Now part of the new breathable MPX 
range, the Sydney designed Musto deck 
shorts (pictured) are lighter, have a 

wider leg and external cargo pocket. 
Further information: Musto Aus­

tralia, ph: 02 360 5455 or fax: 02 360 2040. 

Versatile Honda 
9.9hp 4-stroke 
Outboard 
Honda Marine, the world's leading 
manufacturer of 4-stroke outboard mo­
tors, now has a range of outboards from 
2hp through to 90hp but the compact BF 
9.8, a 280 cc, two-cylinder, 4-stroke out­
board engine remains one of the most 
popular models in the Honda range. 

Much of its popularity stems from its 
versatility. The BF 9.9 is an ideal size for 
small fresh or saltwater fishing boats, 
for most of the top-selling inflatable 

Set for a day's fishing with a Honda BF 9.5. It's also 
an excellent auxiliary for a trailable yacht or smaller 
cruiser/racer. 

boats and as the auxiliary engine for 
many trailable yachts and small racer/ 
cruisers without inboards. 

It is available in long shaft and short 
shaft models. 

Many powerboat owners use the 
Honda 4 strokes as auxiliaries ( or "kicker 
engines as they are often called) because 
their engine characteristics make them 
ideal for trolling. 

In either small or large boats the fuel 
efficient Honda 4-strokes will troll hap­
pily all day and night without annoying 

-------

The Line Reever slipping a line through a 
ring bolt on the wharf. 

2-strike "sputter" or spark plug fouling. 
The Honda BF 9.9 has all the latest con­
sumer features of a modern outboard, 
including CDI ignition for quick, easy 
starting, neutral start protection, reverse 
lock mechanism and fingertip close gear 
shift lever. 

Further information: Honda INFO­
Line, toll free - 1-800 80 75 90. 

Line Reever 
Makes Mooring 
Simpler 
One of the most innovative ideas dem­
onstrated at the Sydney International 
Boat Show was the Line Reever, de­
signed tci help short-handed or less ag­
ile boaters in grabbing that sometimes 
illusive mooring ring on a wharf, pon­
toon or floating mooring - and then 
reeving a line through it. 

It is easily possible to tie a clove with 
the Line Reever once you get the hang of 
this remarkable device. 

The Line Reever is available from 
Liberte Enterprises from their catalogue 
of innovative and unusual marine and 
leisure products. Cost is $35.00 plus $2.50 
postage and packaging. 

Further information: Liberte En­
terprises, ph: 02 300 9661 or fax: 02 

301 929. ~· 

June• July 1996--

,;:~ 



OFFSHORE PROFILE 

The 48th annual Brisbane to Gladstone yacht race 
this Easter saw the end of a remarkable era in 

Queensland yachting, as Ian Grant reports. 

Ashore after 47 years 
Before the Mast 

f our decades plus seven years be­
fore the mast may sound like a tale 
from the ea rly colonial days when 
the grea t sa iling ships ran the 

fri nge of the Roaring For ti es and 
rounded "The Horn" in killer gales. 

This is not a tale of the days of square 
riggers but it is an equally remarkable 
story about an Old Salt from Queens­
land who has fina lly hung up his sea 
bag and spent Easter 1996 at home for 
the first time in 48 years. 

Cabbage Tree Creek's most famous 
sailor, Ivan "Skipper" Holm, has had an 
association with the sea and sail w hich 
dates back to World War II when he 
commanded a Royal Australian Navy 
Fairmile patrol vessel in the Pacific re­
gion. His trusted oilskin sou'wester 
hardly had time to dry out after the 
gunsmoke had settled at the end of 
World War II when he answered the 

augural Brisbane to Glads tone ocean 
race. Joining him were some intrepid 
sai ling mates, including foundi ng 
Queensland Cruising Yacht Club Com­
modore John Manahan, radio sta tion 
4KO announcer Ray Barrett, the jovial 
Jock "Robbie" Robinson, and the legen­
dary boat builder Charlie Crowley, plus 
aerate of homing pigeons as the method 
of communication for the race north. 

Queensland offshore yacht racing 
was born when seven sound sea-going 
cruising yachts set sail from Woody 
Point at 1100 hours on Good Friday, 
1949. They kedged the sandbanks off 
Bribie Island 's Skirmish Point before 
clearing Caloundra shortly after dusk. 

Apart from a few breakages, George 
Pickers' Hoana took line honours in just 
over 47 hours while Stan Spencer's 
Malzra and Sari Marais filled the minor 
placings, with the baby of the fleet, Sea 

11Surprisingly, with so many races 
Prince (John Bourne) 
w inning on handicap. 

under keel, Laurabada has never 
had her name inscribed on The 
Courier-Mail Cup as the overall 
corrected time winner. She has 

Ivan Holm contin­
ued to navigate for Joe 
Manahan, sailing in 
the firs t four Gladstone 
races before launching 
his own ketch, Laura­
bada, in January, 1953. 
This was the start of a 
remarkably loyalty to 
Queensland's major 

been close, finishing second, third, 
fourth and fifth, including three 

second placings on line honours" 

challenge of the sea once more . 
This time it was not at the helm of a 

Navy ship, but the call of sail when he 
set about building singlehanded a yacht 
that was to be his labour of love over the 
next six years and which he was to skip­
per for the following 43 years . 

However, construction tools were 
laid to rest at Easter of 1949 when "Skip­
per" Holm was invited to navigate the 
gaff-rigged ketch Sari Marais in the in-
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offshore classic. 
Since then, Holm has skippered 

Laurabada in every race north, person­
ally slipping the yacht in his usual dedi­
cated preparation for the event. This 
year, after 47 yea rs and 43 years as mas­
ter of his own yacht, Holm elected to 
end his annual Easter tradition. 

The veteran sailor made the decision 
before his 47th consecutive Gladstone 
race in 1995, w ith more than 200,000 

Queensland's famous "Old Salt" Ivan (Skipper) Holm 
has finally hung up his sea boots after sailing in 47 
Brisbane to Gladstone yacht races. (Pie - Ian Grant) 

nautical miles of racing and cruising 
recorded in Laurabada's log book. How­
ever, while skipper Holm has hung up 
his sea boots and enjoyed a relaxed 
Easter breakfast w ith his wife, Thora, 
Laurabada did not stay rising with the 
tide at her Cabbage Tree Creek mooring 
off the backyard jetty. 

She headed north once more w ith the 
big fleet on Good Friday in her 44th 
Brisbane to Gladstone race in the good 
hands of sons, Ivan and Peter, w ith 
grandson Trevor starting his ocean rac­
ing career at the age of ten. 

Laurabada's sailing career goes be­
yond the Brisbane to Gladstone race. In 
1953 she became the first Queensland 
yacht to sail in the Sydney to Hobart, 
finishing seventh after being becalmed 
for 13 hours in the Derwent. She holds 
the narrowest line honours winning 
margin in the 1967 Brisban e to 
Gladstone, just 41 seconds from Peter 
Docker's Sayo nara after 308 nautical 
miles of tough sp innaker running. 

Surprisingly, with so many races 
under keel, Laurabada has never had 
her name inscribed on The Courier-Mail 
Cup as the overa ll corrected time win­
ner. 

She has been close, finishing second, 
third, fourth and fifth, including three 
second placings on line honours. A 
knockdown in big seas and strong trade 
winds after weathering Lady Elliott Is­
land cost her an almost certain double in 

1955. ~· 
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King's Cross - the 
technical story 
Most scientific experiments require 
some form of a control group by which 
the end results of the experiment can be 
compared . In the science of offshore 
handicap formulas such a control rarely 
exists since boats constantly change as 
do the crews and the conditions in which 
they sail. 

The relativity of their success or fail­
ure is hard to determine. 

A rare exception to this is the ever­
green King's Cross which, under the same 
ownership and crew, has managed to 
race successfully under both IOR and 
IMS and has accrued an unprecedented 
first overall in four Blue Water Point 
Scores equally spread between the two 
systems. 

The critics could write off one or two 
of these as the result of sheer persistence 
but the sum of four is hard to ignore and 
deserves applause. 

When Ray Stone first bought the boat 
in June of 1990 it was planned to con­
tinue to race under the IOR system as 
long as it was supported. It is fair to say 
that the boat had never been a great 
success since launch and the previous 

two owners had not accumulated a 
record that would lead one to be overly 
optimistic. The delivery up from Mel­
bourne highlighted a number of vices 
that required immediate attention if the 
boat was to be useable. These were 
mostly control related issues regarding 
helm and stability. The first job was to 
replace the existing rudder with a new 
high performance foi l that would work 
efficiently given the large helm angles 
required to control this vintage of IOR 
design. 

Second, consideration was given to 
the total ballast and trim package as it 
effected stabili ty, rating and actual per­
formance. The assessment was made 
using our VPP based analysis system 

Optimising 

had been so successful on Ultimate Chal­
lenge as they were as well suited to the 
performance needs of a 37 footer as a 40. 
The net gain was estimated to be as 
much as 5 seconds per mile around a 
WW /LW course. 

This work in hand the racing began. 
The handling vices of the boat were 
certainly corrected and her sailing atti­
tude and speed through the water were 
also improved. 

Speed against handicap was also bet­
ter but it was still hard work on the 
water to get a result. Here Ray and his 
team's persistence (remember , it is a 
virtue!) paid off and they were rewarded 
with their fair share of victories includ­
ing two Blue Water Point Scores. 

which allowed us to pre­
scribe the right mix of 
ballast and where it 
should be placed . The re­
sult of the ana lysis was 
an increase in internal 
ballast of 300 kg as well 
as adding weight to the 

''Two issues needed to be 
addressed simultaneously and 
they were stability and 
acceleration. Fonunately they 
were goals that could be achieved 
in a parallel process" 

keel sides and removing a somewhat 
crude bulb. This was a blessing in dis­
guise as the keel was quite unfair and in 
definite need of work. 

We used the same keel sections that 

Nevertheless, IOR was a tough game 
and, as the rule had been frozen at this 
stage, there was a definite pecking or­
der on the water that was not to be 
violated. It was not till 1994, when IMS 

10 YEARS OF FAST RACING1 CR(/ISING 
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COP-R-BOTE 
5 year Antifouling 

"Since applying 
COP-R-BOTE to our 
rudder the hull has 

received two coats of our 
old antifou ling - having 

done the Hobart and many 
more ocean miles the 

rudder remains in perfect 
condition. We have now 
applied COP-R-BOTE to 

the rest of the hull.' 
John Williams, joint owner of 

Victorian Yacht "Bacardi" 

• Effective - developed in Australia for our conditions -
unlike similar imported products 
• Reliable - 5 years in the Australian marketplace 
• Extremely hard, fast racing surface - will not scrub off 
• More than twice the copper content (2000g Cu/litre) 
• Unaffected by long periods out of the water 
• Low Environmental impact - 1/14 the release of heavy 
metals - exempt from Victoria's new environmental laws 
• Effective Osmosis barrier 

For free information pack - phone or fax: 
NSW Distributor - Michael Storer (02) 310 0462 

I I I I I 
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MARINE & SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

The remarkably safe, practical, 
and durable RFD inflatable 
lifejackets are now coming into 
stock at our RFD Safety 
Centres. Get a life - get RFD. 
For your nearest supplier, 
please contact 

RFD (Australia) Ptv Ltd 

MELBOURNE: 
129 Herald Street, 
Cheltenham VIC 3192 
Phone (03) 9532 1822 
Fax (03) 9532 1949 
BRISBANE: 
36 Randall Street, 
Slacks Creek OLD 4127 
Phone (07) 3808 8918 
Fax (07) 3808 8957 
SYDNEY: 
3/7 Kent Rd Mascot 2020 
Phone (02) 667 0480 u5 
Fax (02) 693 1242 rn 

Specialists In Safety & Survival Equipment 
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The crew of King's Cross collect their Mooloolaba and Sydney Regatta trophies 
(Pie: Mike Sabey) 

proved it had the staying power that consideration was made 
to move into the IMS division. We were again asked to review 
the design with the proviso that the keel and rudder were to 
remain as is. However the limit of positive stability was not at 
Cat 1 so some adjustments would need to be considered. 

Freed from the constraints of IOR and the awkward trim it 
promoted there was no question that we would end up with 
a better boat. Two issues needed to be addressed simultane­
ously and they were stability and acceleration. Fortunately 
they were goals that could be achieved in a parallel process 
since to increase LPS required a reduction in displacement 
while holding on to the current level of stability. The original 
designer agreed to release the IMS hull fi le to us so the process 
could be carefully controlled to achieve the maximum effect. 
The analysis showed that, of the 300 kg of internal ballast, 200 
kg would be removed and a bulb of 110 kg would need to be 
fitted. This made the boat Cat 1 legal as well as faster and 
easier.to sail. Combined with a new sail drive motor to replace 
the tired and complex V drive installation and the IMS GPH 
moved less than .5 sec/mile. There was now reason to be 
optimistic . 

As an IMS boat King's Cross was much more successful and 
was also more rewarding to sail. The acceleration issue will 
always be a problem for heavier designs and it was thus no 
surprise to find that her competitiveness was diminished in 
shorter races around the cans where acceleration off the line 
and out of tacks gave the newer designs a winning edge. 
However, in longer races where it was less an issue her true 
capabilities under the rule were shown and she notched up a 
significant string of victories. This culminated this year with 
an overall win in the Sydney to Mooloolaba Race (i.e., lowest 
corrected time) as well as overall victory in the Telecom 
Business Directories Regatta. 

The King's Cross campaign was always a small budget 
affair with sails and gear being replaced as needed and not as 
a matter of policy. Always owner steered with no professional 
involvement the boat is a testimony to what can be done with 
sensible and cost effective optimising and consistent cam­
paigning. More importantly it showed that the seemingly 
incompatible transition from IOR to IMS could be made easily 
and successfully for a minimum of effort and a maximum of 
result. And in case you are worried about your chances in the 
BWPS next year, rest assured. Kings Cross has been sold - to 
Perth! .J£ 



On His Last 
Voyage 

Australian yachting lost one 
of its driving forces with the 
sudden death of champion 
yachtsman and the nation 's 
leading production yacht 
builder, Ian Bashford, in 
early April . 

Ian Bashford ... 
Champion 
Sailor and 

Boatbuilder 
ged only 37, Ian died at his 
home at Vincentia on the 
NSW South Coast, believed 
to be from a heart attack. He 

leaves a wife, Louise, and two young 
children, daughter Ashley (5) and son 
Stuart (4 months). 

He also leaves as a legacy to his re­
markable foresight, drive and organisa­
tional ability, Bashford Boatbuilder Pty 
Ltd at South Nowra, the largest builder 
and exporter of production yachts in 
Australia. Only recently the company 
had moved to new purpose-built 
premises described as the largest and 
most efficient boat-building plant in the 
Southern Hemisphere, employing some 
70 people. 

Ian had been working on the compa­
ny's latest project, an Iain Murray-de­
signed 60-foot IMS racing yacht, the day 
before he died . 

In a distinguished and versatile sail­
ing career his state, national and inter­
national successes ranged from high per­
formance catamarans through to one 
design keelboa'ts and ocean racing 
yachts. A natural skipper, he won na­
tional and a world championship in the 
Hobie 18 catamaran class, national and 
South Pacific championships in Hobie 

Boatbuilder Ian Bashford (centre) with his yacht designer, lain Murray (left) and Hobie lntemational's Scott 
Foresman, at the launch of the Magic 25 sports racing sloop at the Nowra factory of Bashford Boatbuilder Pty Ltd 
last year. (Pie - Peter Campbell) 

16s and the endurance Hogs Breath 1000 
in Hobie 16s. 

Moving into one-design keel boats Ian 
was several times State, Australian, 
North American and European cham­
pion inJ24s, plus a third place ina world 
championship. 

He also won many races in Australia 
and overseas in the Soling and Etchells 
keelboats. In 1990 he was named the 
Yachtsman of the Year by his club, the 
Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club. He was 
also a member of Middle Harbour Yacht 
Club and sailed for Middle Harbour in 
the 1995 Southern Cross Cup. 

In 1994 Ian built and 

to wins in the Nissan Regatta and Tom 
O'Shanter Race on Port Phillip, and in 
the Geelong Australia Day Regatta . 

From originally building J24, Etchells 
22 and J35 yachts, Bashford Boatbuilder 
currently builds for local and export 
markets the Bashford/Howison41 IMS/ 
CHS cruiser/ racer, the BH 36 IMS racer, 
the Magic 25 sports trai lable monohull, 
Hobie catamarans and had recently 
started work on the new 60-footer. 

The company had an annual turno­
ver of around $7 million and Bashford 
had also been working closely on a cam­
paign to challenge for the America's 

was sailing master of 
Raptor, the Iain Murray­
designed Bashford / 
Howison 41 cruiser/ 
racer which was overall 
IMS winner of the 50th 
Sydney to Hobart race 
that year. In a remark­
able effort, the yacht was 
launched only a week 
before the Hobart race 

''In a remarkable effon, 
the yacht <Rapton was 
launched only a week 
before the Hoban race 
stan but went on to score 
an outstanding victory" 

start but went on to score an outstand­
ing victory. 

Some 18 BH41s have since been built, 
with about a dozen of them exported to 
South East Asia, the United Kingdom, 
Europe and South Africa in a partner­
ship with Scottish yachtsman Geoffrey 
Howison. Ian had been involved in many 
other successes with the BH41s and 
sailed aboard Sycorax in the Sydney­
Mooloolaba race just before Easter. This 
year he sailed the BH36, Local Hero XII, 

Cup in Auckland in 2000. 
Representatives of many areas of sail­

ing attended a memorial service at St 
Lukes Church of England, Mosman, to 
pay tribute to a remarkable sailor and 
businessman. 

Bashford Boatbuilder Pty Ltd will 
continue with the vision ofian Bashford, 
striving for excellence in boat-building 
and marketing and the domination of 
the sailing scene in Australia and over­
seas. - Peter Campbell .,ii 
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25th West Coaster Race 
Celebration Planned 
This year will mark the 25th annual 
Melbourne to Hobart ocean race, the 
West Coaster, which each December 
takes a fleet of hardy yachtsmen down 
the rugged west coast and around the 
southernmost tip of Tasmania . The 1996 
race, starting from Portsea, just inside 
Port Philip, on December 27, is expected 
to attract a large fleet of Victorian, Tas­
manian and South Australian yachts. 

Many plans are being made to cel­
ebra te the silver anniversary, including 
a dinner on an enclosed pontoon float­
ing in Melbourne's Victoria Dock on the 
eve of the Cock 'o' the Bay race on 
December 26, which takes the fleet down 
Port Phillip to Portsea for the start of the 
Melbourne-Hobart and Melbourne­
Devonport races. 

Prominent Melbourne businessman 
Sir Donald Threscowthick, one of the 
founders of the Sovereign Series of Yacht 
Races comprising the Cock 'o' the Bay, 
the Melbourne-Hobart and King of the 
Derwent, has donated $25,000 as 
prizemoney for the 1996 race- $1000 for 
each year the West Coaster has been 
conducted by the Ocean Racing Club of 
Victoria. 

One Tasmanian yachtsman already 
planning to make a strong bid for line 
honours is ve teran Tamar Va ll ey 
orchardist Dennis Wivell, who stopped 
over at Sydney's Cruising Yacht Club 
recently on his way back south with his 
new boat, the original Wild Thing, which 
set a race record in 1990. 

The Inglis 47 was re-named Decima­

tor by its subsequent owner Queens­
land's, Wayne Millar, but Wivell plans 
to change the name again to that of his 
previous yachts - Adam's Apple. 
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Richard Bennett's magnificent picture of Wild Thing during the 1990 West Coaster race was published worldwide. 

Tasmanian photographer Richard 
Bennett took a dramatic picture of Wild 
Thing, then owned by Melbourne yachts­
man Grant Wharington, surfing at 28 
knots near Tasmania's South Cape in 
the 1990 West Coaster. "Wild Thing 
might have been doing 28 knots but we 
were also hitting 26 knots in the old 
Adam's Apple," Wivellrecalled. "We aim 
to break Wild Thing's record this year 
with the new Adam's Apple." 

AYF Offshore Committee 
Proposes Major 
Changes 
The Offshore Committee of the Austra l­
ian Yachting Federation has recom­
mended a major restructure of its opera­
tions, in response to calls that it needs to 
be more responsive to the needs of yacht 
owners and pro-active in the promotion 
and development of offshore sailing in 
Australia. 

The most significant immediate re­
sult has been the allocation to each mem­
ber of the Offshore Committee a specific 
portfolio, each representing key result 
areas of the sport, including marketing 
and communication, on-line services, 
national team selection, IMS and other 
handicapping systems, safe ty and fi­
nance and administra tion. 

Communication to all boat owners 
was seen as a critical need and the Off­
shore Committee has decided that a 

regular newsletter on relevant offshore 
matters be produced and distributed 
directly to offshore sailors. 

The Offshore Committee's "new 
look" proposals are the outcome of a 
working party report compiled by the 
members of the Australian Offshore 
Group and the A YF which was pub­
lished in detail in the last issue of OFF­
SHORE. Delegates from all States re­
ported to the Offshore Committee the 
views of their member clubs, with the 
majority of offshore clubs around Aus­
tralia feeling that change was needed, 
but that any change be accommodated 
through the structure of the A YF. 

Many clubs responded that the ini­
tiatives of the working party report were 
highly worthwhile, and the A YF Off­
shore Committee resolved to adopt those 
initiatives that it fe lt could advance off­
shore sail ing. 

Under its restructuring plan, the Off­
shore Committee in future will com­
prise one representative from each State 
and Territory, the Chief Measurer, a 
Chairman and others co-opted for their 
expertise. The portfolios allocated to 
present members of the Committee are: 
• Development / Sponsorship / Fund­
ing / Marketing - Colin Wilson (NSW). 
• Communications / Newsletter / Pro­
motion/Program Co-ordination- Robert 
Green (Vic) . 
• On-line Services / Data Base -
Cedric Lockley (Tas). 



• IMS Regulations & Management -
Colin Wilson (NSW) . 
• Measurement - John Green 
(Chief Measurer). 
• Handicaps (non-IMS) -
Robert Green (Vic). 
• Safety / Education / Training -
Bill Burbidge(WA). 
• Youth - Bill Burbidge (WA) . 
• Multihull / Short Handed / Others -
Ian Davis (Qld). 
• National Team Selection -
David Kellett (Chairman). 
• Finance & Administration -
Wally Rantanen (SA). 

The Offshore Committee has also in­
vited two of the key proponents of the 
Australian Offshore proposals, Grant 
Simmer and Geoff Ross, to sit on the 
Offshore Committee in recognition of 
their contribution to the future develop­
ment of offshore sailing. The Australian 
Offshore group has already indicated a 
positive response to the proposals. 

The Committee member responsible 
for the above portfolios will also have 
the power to create sub-committees and 
call on the expertise and energy level of 
individuals from around the country to 
achieve positive results. All sub-com­
mittees will have as their major goal 
improving the service to Australian off­
shore sailing. 

Ausma, oins Team 

The Australian Yachting'Federation has 
chosen the Victorian yacht Ausmaid, 
along with the two Sydney boats, Raga­
muffin and Quest, as Australia's team for 
the Kenwood Cup in Hawaii in August. 
Originally, it had been expected that the 
60-footer Exile would be the third boat 
in the team, but apparently the selection 
panel felt three yachts of similar size 
would make a better team, particularly 
in tuning up off Hawaii. 

Ragamuffin is a Farr 50 owned by Syd 
Fischer from the Cruising Yacht Club of 
Australia and the Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron, Ausmaid a Farr 47 owned by 
Giorgio Gjergja from Sandringham 
Yacht Club, while Quest is a Nelson 
Marek 43, owned by Bob Steel from the 
CYCA. 

All three Australian yachts are in top 
form. Ragamuffin won her division of 
the Sydney-Mooloolaba race, Quest was 

Melbourne yachtsman Ross Lloyd {left) who will skipper Ausmaid in the Kenwood Cup, with owner 
Giorgio Gjergja at the helm of the Farr 47. (Pie - Kevan Wolfe). 

top performing IMS racer in the New 
Zealand Regatta, and Ausmaid has just 
won the Victorian Becks Regatta. Raga­
muffin has undergone modifications to 
the bow, stern sections and keel to im­
prove her handicap under the new IMS 
ratings which will apply in the Kenwood 
Cup before being sailed across the Pa­
cific to Hawaii. 

It is understood that Exile, a Reichel/ 
Pugh 60 owned by CYCA member War­
wick Miller will compete as an indi­
vidual entry with the "green machine", 
which was third to finish in the 50th 
Sydney to Hobart, then coming back to 
Sydney for this year's Hobart race. 
Another individual entry will be Seaview 
Challenge Again, a Murray-designed 
BH41, whose owner, Victorian Lou 
Abrahams, is a director of the Royal 
Hawaiian Ocean Racing Club. 

The 1996 Kenwood looks like attract­
ing the largest fleet in years to Hono­
lulu, with nine races scheduled for be­
tween August 5 and 13. Already race 
director Ken Morrison has positive in­
dications from the owners of 75 yachts 
which, if all previous trends remain 
valid, could end with upwards of 60 
yachts racing in the tropical tradewinds 
of the Pacific. 

Heading the line-up could be as many 
as 12 yachts in the over 60-foot class, 
with five new ILC Maxis from five dif­
ferent designers. An important decision 
by the Royal Hawaiian Ocean Racing 
Club has been to fix the ILC maxi rating 
as the upper limit, the same as the CYCA 
limit for the Sydney to Hobart. 

The maxis expected to be in Hawaii 
include the Sydney-built, Reichel/Pugh-

designed Morning Glory which earlier 
this year took line honours in the Cape 
Town to Rio Race, and the Farr ILC 
Maxi Sayonara, which Larry Ellison 
sailed to victory in last year's Telstra 
Sydney to Hobart. Other new maxis 
expected are Sagamore, Boomerang and 
Falcon 2000, a Nelson/Marek 78-footer. 

Sad Note to Veterans 
yacht Race Victory 
A much loved crew member was miss­
ing from the cockpit of the former Syd­
ney to Hobart ocean racing yacht Tawarri 
when she took handicap honours in the 
Cruising Yacht Club of Australia's an­
nual Great Veterans Yacht Race on Syd­
ney Harbour. 

Pam Vasey, wife of skipper Russell 
Vasey and always a regular member of 
the crew of the 42-footer, died earlier 
this year from cancer, diagnosed only a 
few weeks after she sailed aboard 
Tawarri in last year's Great Veterans 
Race. 

Russell and Pam Vasey, members of 
the Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club, had 
sailed many thousands of sea miles to­
gether on Tawarri, including a notable 
circumnavigation of Australia. Tawarri 
is owned by well known retired Sydney 
businessman J.D.Lewis, who was un­
able to sail because of illness. 

A fleet of 20 former ocean racing 
yachts which competed in Sydney to 
Hobarts before 1966 sailed in fresh to 
strong south-easterly winds, with the 
Great Veterans Yacht Race highlighting 
the opening day of the CYCA's Digital 
Winter Series. 
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CYCA Youth Sailing Academy youngsters competing in the Digital Winter Series in preparation for the Canon 
Sydney-Gold Coast Classic aboard the 50-footer Sidewinder which owner John Needham has made available to 
the Academy. (Pie - Ian Mainsbridge). 

Tawarri, which last raced to Hobart 
in 197 4, won on corrected time from line 
honours winner Lorita Maria (Paul 
Smith) from Botany Bay Yacht Club and 
Cherana, skippered by CYCA rear-com­
modoreJohnKeelty. Race favourite, Don 
Mickleborough's Southerly, was forced 
to retire from the race after a collision 
with a small ca ta ma ran in Rose Bay. The 
catamaran came off second best. 

A record 142 yachts have entered for 
the Digital Winter Series, ranging from 
Elliott 5.9 day racers through to maxi 
yachts headed by George Snow's 
Brindabella. The maxi yacht, in her first 
race since the las t Sydney to Hobart, 
sailed through the fl eet from her scratch 
start to finish a close second to Addic­
tion, skippered by Royal Sydney Yacht 
Squadron member Richard Perini, in 
Division A. 

Among other winners was Storey 
Teller, a recently launched Beneteau 
yacht skippered by former Australian 
Yachtsman of the Year John Gilder, a 
world champion dinghy sailor in the 
early 1970s. Originally from Adelaide, 
Gilder is now a member of the CYCA. 

Brindabella Likely 
Staner in canon Gold 
Coaster 
Australia's fastest maxi yacht and last 
year's line honours winner, Brindabella, 
is likely to head a strong fleet in the 1996 
Canon Sydney-Gold Coast Classic de­
spite earlier comments by owner George 
Snow that he was "giving up ocean racing." 

Despite failing in three attempts to 
take prestigious line honours in the Syd-
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ney to Hobart, Brindabella has taken the 
gun in races to Mooloolaba, the Gold 
Coast and Lord Howe Island and is still 
a great yacht. Snow has already entered 
the Jutson 75 for this year's Fujitsu 
Gosford to Lord Howe Island Classic. 
He is also racing the maxi in the CYCA' s 
Digital Winter Series. 

The fact that Brinda be/la took the dou­
ble of line and IMS handicap honours in 
las t year's Canon Gold Coaster is likely 
to encourage Snow to head north again 
on Saturday, August 3. The Classic looks 
likely to attract a big fleet as the feeder 
race north to the Big Boat Series at 
Hayman Island and Race Week at 
Hamilton Island later in August. 

Other maxis and pocket maxis head­
ing north will include Amazon, which 
took line honours in the recent 
Mooloolaba race, Fudge, Infinity III and 
Freight Train. This may be the final race 
for Freight Train as owner Damien Parkes 
has on order the first of the Iain Murray­
Designed Bashford/Howison 60s being 
built at South Nowra. Freight Train will 
then join the char ter fl ee t in the 
Whitsundays. 

With the handicap emphasis on divi­
sions, rather than an overa ll w inner, the 
Gold Coast Classic is a series of races 
within a race and as such attracts a broad 
cross-section of IMS and PHS rated 
yachts in the handicap stakes. Missing 
from the fleet will be last year's IMS 
Division B winner, Kings Cross Sydney, 
which has been sold to Western Aus­
tralia by Ray Stone after winning his fourth 
CYCA Blue Water Championship. 

Among southern States yachts head­
ing north to the XXXX-Ansett Hamilton 

Island Race Week via the Sydney-Gold 
Coast Classic will be Joe Westerlo's fas t 
Elliott 47, Indospray Prowler, and Alf 
Neate's Morning Mist III from Mel­
bourne, and the Tasmanian Farr 36, Hartz 
Mineral Water, with John Fuglsang cam­
paigning north again. Peter Hansen is 
also expected to bring PL Lease Future 
Shock north again. 

An interesting competitor will be 
Atara, the "recycled " 43-footer which 
has been chartered by Roger Hickman 
for the next 12 months. Hickman has 
previously won the Gold Coast race 
when a partner in AMP Wild Oats. 

Several of the veteran timber yachts 
which have done so well over the past 
couple of years are expected to head 
north again, including Ian Kiernan's 
Canon Maris, Don Mickleborough's 
Southerly and Phillip Ashe's Lahara 
which were placed in that order in IMS 
Division C last year. The CYCA' s Youth 
Sailing Academy w ill again be crewing 
for CYCA member John Needham 
aboard hi s bea utiful Dubois 50, 
Sidewinder. 

In an innovative move, the Cruising 
Yacht Club has invited the Australian 
Short-Handed Sailing Association to 
work in associa tion w ith the CYCA in 
running a short-handed division . 

The Notice of Race for the 1996 Canon 
Sydney-Gold Coast Classic is available 
from the CYCA and other major yacht 
clubs. This will be the first ocean fleet to 
sail under the 1996-97 IMS ra tings. 

New Keppel Bay Marina 
Opened by Q.ld Premier 
The new Keppel Bay Marina, at Rosslyn 
Bay on the Capricorn Coast of Queens-

Cavalier yachts parked in the pond at the Cruising 
Yacht Club after the recent Cavalier Regatta. 



land coast has been officially opened by 
Premier Bob Borbidge. 

The new marina features 180 float­
ing marina berths, a resident bare boat 
fleet and a repair and maintenance facil­
ity, including a 40 tonne straddle car­
rier. 

The award-winning Marina Centre 
houses the chand lery, tourist service, 
Waterline Cafe and boat brokerage. The 
Marina is si tuated at Rosslyn Bay, giv­
ing berthed vessels 360 degree protec­
tion and easy access to fuel. 

ternoon and all yachts completed the 
course with close racing within each 
division as well as for line honours . Led 
by Hans Sommer's Sommerbreeze, two 
350SLs and two 395s were the first yachts 
to finish, followed by a mixture of 35s, 
28s, 30s and 32s. 

Division winners were: Cav 32 -
Maggie V (Joe Camilleri), Cav 28/30 -
Trikerie Bay (Peter Murray), Cav 35/37 -
Monique (Bruce Isaacs), Cav 395 - Cava­
lier Express (Dick Voordehake) and Cav 
350SL - Sommerbreeze (Hans Sommer). 

Overall pointscore winner on the day 
was Monique. 

Maiden Victory For Two 
in King Island Race 
Nigel Jones' Mornington based 40-
footer, Cadibarra 7, led from start to fin­
ish to take the gun in the Ocean Racing 
Club of Victoria's 110 nautical mile race 
from Melbourne to Grassy on King Is­
land, breaking a three-year big race 
"hoodoo". 

Since Cadibarra 7 was launched in 

Sydney sailor Wins 
5ayonara Cup 
Sydney yachtsman Nevi ll e 
Wittey has won the historic 
Sayonara Cup from the Royal 
Yacht Club of Tasmania in a 
hard-fought match racing series 
in Dragons on the Derwent River 
against the Club's defending 
skipper, David Graney. The 
Cup, first sailed for in 1904, now 
goes back to New South Wales 
and, for the first time, to the Royal 
Prince Edward Yacht Club. 

The 

Down 1-2 after the fi rs t day of 
the cha llenge aga inst Graney, 
Wittey showed great determi­
nation and aggressive tactics to 
win three straight races on the 
second day and regain the Cup 
for NSW, 4-2. Graney, a success­
fu l Tasmanian Dragon sai lor, 
showed superior boatspeed in 
th e opening enco unters but 
Wittey's i;natch-racing skills and 
aggress ive pre-s tar t tac ti cs 
proved the winning factor . 

Strong Line-up For 
cavalier Regatta 
The Cavalier 1996 Regatta on 
Sydney Harbour attracted a fleet 
of 31 yachts, ranging from Cav 
28s th ro u gh to the newl y 
launched latest model, the Cava­
lier 375. 

Two races were held but only 
a few boats completed the morn­
ing race, led by the 30SL, A 
Crewed Int'erest (Warwick 
Sherman) just returned from a 
successful ocean race to 
Mooloolaba. 

Winds, although still light, 
were more favourable in the af-

-
Range of Luxury 

-------, 

The Buizen 48 offers all the luxury 
one cou ld ever expect from a motor 
sa il er . Lu xury is not at th e 
expense of performance, being 
demonstrated in 'Eclipse' finishing 
2nd in Division B in the 50th 
Sydney-Hobart. A supe rb 
combin ation of fitout and an 
extensive equipment inventory have 
resulted in a truly remarkable craft . 

Motor 
Sailers 

Mastercraft is proud to announce 
the launch of the Buizen 40. The 
yacht incorporates the high level of 
quality construction and interior fit­
out already seen in the Buizen 48. 
Mastercraft Marine is producing a 
magnificent Yacht to compliment 
their range of moto r-sa i lers. Versa ti lit y is th e Zeston 36's 

reputation. In the same craft you can 
experience all the pleasure and 
exhilaration of a fine sail ing yacht as 
well as the open plan and powerful 
performance of a motor cruiser. The 
yacht is comfortable, easy to handle 
und er sa il or power and well 
mannered in all weather conditions . 

Manufactured In Australia by: Maatercraft Marine Pty Ltd 
57 Myoora Road Terrey HIiia NSW 2084 * Phone (02) 450 2170 • Fax (02) 450 2472 

Chllt Yacht hlM • (IIMYC) MM ... lt,..t, Newport NIW 21N • "'CMM (02) N7 t 144 
ilaurtce l>Nflt ■-llnw -nki• • New ... oh 11..-, Dartlntl Point NIW 2027 • "'-• (02),.3 "41 • Fax 1021 327 1134 
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Geoff Wood - the new Executive Director of the VYC 

1993, the yacht has twice been runner­
up in the Melbourne to Burnie and Mel­
bourne-Port Fairy Races, has twice been 
knocked out of the Sydney-Hobart, and 
in last year's ORCV Winter Classic lost 
the front three feet of her bow in a pile­
up with a SO-footer. 

Cadibarra 7 finished nearly two hours 
ahead of Graeme Ainsley's veteran 
Peterson 43, Bacardi, taking 18 hours 38 
minutes 36 seconds to sail the Bass Strait 
course, some seven hours outside the 
record set by the maxi, Helsa/ II. Handi­
cap honours in the King Island Airlines-

Hobsons Bay Yacht Club, placing third. 
Rear Admiral Peter Briggs, who navi­

gated Charlotte of Cerberus, said: "We 
won the race by anticipating the south­
easterly and standing out well offshore 
on the run down to Cape Otway. This 
enabled us to gybe across quite close to 
the lighthouse which saw us pick up six 
p laces and around 10 miles on the lead 
boats." 

In the IMS division, Bruce Taylor's 
Hick 35, JLW Chutzpah, took the hon­
ours for the second year in a row, de­
feating Rex Billing's Cavalier 37, By Or­
der of the Secretary. 

Line honours went to the powerful St 
Kilda sloop, Animal Farm, skippered by 
Robert Hopcraft. 

However, the 52-footer was led a 
merry chase by the former Sydney-Ho­
bart handicap winning one tanner, Ulti­
mate Challenge, with Ross Coates at the 
helm. - Mike Sabey. 

Exciting Fleet For 
Hayman Island 
Big Boat Series 
Some of Australia 's most exciting yachts, 
including three Sydney to Hobart win­

""He as competed 1 

national and intemationa 
regattas which gives hi 

excellent knowledge o 
how major events a 

organised' 

ners, are among the nomina­
tions for the second annual 
TAG Heuer-Ansett Australia 
Big Boat Series at Hayman 
Island in August. 

The fleet, w hich is ex­
pected to be limited to 17, 
will include maxi and pocket 
maxi yachts Hammer of 
Queensland (Arthur Bloore), 
Bobsled (Kerry Spencer), PL 

sponsored event went, appropriately, 
to commercial airline pilot John 
Parkinson, sailing his new Cavalier 395, 
Hijack, from Sandringham Yacht Club. -
Mike Sabey. 

The Navy Cleans Up Last 
Race of Victorian Season 
The consistent Navy yacht, Charlotte of 
Cerberus, steered by Taffy Evans, won 
its second Performance Handicap win 
for the season in the ORCV's 140 nm 
race from Melbourne to Port Fairy. 

This was the final Bass Strait race of 
the summer season with the Swarbrick 
36 scraping home on corrected time from 
David Power's Sandringham-based 
Swanson 36, Breakaway, with Rolf 
Flessner's Adams 35, Akuna, from 
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Lease Future Shock (Peter Hansen) and 
Innkeeper Petaluma Wines (Andrew 
Short). 

Among the favourites for handicap 
honours and the title of Big Boat Series 
Champion are the winner of last year's 
Sydney to Hobart, Terra Firma, owned 
by young Victorian yachtsmen Scott 
Carlile and Dean Wilson) and two pre­
vious Hobart winners, Robin Crawford's 
Assassin and Bruce Foye and Lance 
Peckman's AMP Wild Oats. 

Also nominated is Andrew Strachan' s 
Farr 47, Ninety Seven, which took line 
honours in the galeswept race of 1993 
and has just won the double of line and 
handicap honours in the inaugural race 
from Brisbane to the Solomon Islands. 

Such is the interest in the Big Boat 

Series that Sydney yachtsman Richard 
Friedrichs is trying to get a new yacht 
from Spain to Hayman Island in time 
for the series, starting on August 18. 
Racing will be over four days this year 
and comprise six events, four over short 
courses adjacent to Hayman Resort and 
two over 40-45 nautical courses which 
will take the yachts around many of the 
magnificent islands in the Whitsunday 
Group. 

New Executive Director 
forvyc 
By Kevan Wolfe 
Sweeping changes have been made to 
the Victorian Yachting Council, the gov­
erning body of yachting in Victoria, with 
the appointment of a new executive di­
rector. 

Well known Laser sailor, 27 year old 
Geoff Wood, has been appointed to the 
position following the resignation of 
former Executive Director Lynne 
Cazaley. 

Wood, formerly employed in 
Queensland, has given up a bid to make 
Australia's Olympic Team for Atlanta, 
to take up the job. As well as holding 
several state Lasers titles, he has wide 
experience in keel boats and catama­
rans and is a member of Royal Brighton 
and Sandringham Yacht Clubs. 

In the past few years the VYC has led 
other state bodies in the promotion and 
marketing of the sport and according to 
VYC President, Harry Leggett, the new 
structure will be more suited to the way 
in which the organisation is moving in 
the future . 

Leggett said that Wood was well 
suited to the job. "He has competed in 
national and international regattas 
which gives him excellent knowledge 
of how major events are organised. And, 
as well as having an engineering de­
gree, he has skills in marketing and 
negotiating with government and pri­
vate enterprise. 

Wood's appointment comes at a time 
when the VYC is involved in planning a 
major yachting event for Melbourne. 

Ausmaid wins Beck's 
Range Series 
Australia's Kenwood Cup team mem­
ber, Ausmaid, owned by Giorgio Gergja, 
has won the 1995/96 Beck's Range Se­
ries sailed on Port Phillip. 



Ausmaid, a Farr 46 fro m Sand ring­
ham Yacht Club, beat the smallest yacht 
in the IMS Racer Div is ion , Pe te r 
Bedggood 's Davidson half tonner, Sham­
bles (RYCV) by just one and a half points. 
Shambles sailed consis tently during the 
series finishing w ith a seventh in the 
fi rst race and fou r seconds . Telstra Syd­
ney / Hobart winner, Terra Firma also 
from Royals finished third overall, just 
two points behind Shambles. 

The Range Series, which started in 
October las t year, is sa iled over six heats 
and incorporates some of the major tro­
phy races run by the individual clubs at 
the top of the bay. Such as, the Royals 
McCutcheon Cup, the RMYS Edward 
Lumley Trophy and the RBYC E.B. 
Green Trophy. 

This year the series was cut to five 
races after a 50 knot storm hit the Bay on 
the morning of the Dick Lean Trophy to 
be run by RMYS. 

The storm ca used havoc in the Squad­
ron's St Ki lda Marina and the race was 
cancelled . 

The Series was one of the most suc­
cessful sailed in Melbourne w ith more 
than 260 yachts taking par t in the two 
IMS divisions and three Performance 
Handicap divisions. 

The entry of the tiny 26ft Shambles in 
the IMS Racer Division again sparked 
controversy over small boa ts having an 
unfa ir ad vantage over larger yachts 
under the IMS rule. Rep~a ted attempts 
by some sections to have the yacht ex­
cluded were unsuccessful. 

Results 
IMS Racer: 1, Ausmaid , Giorgio Gergja, 
SYC, 14.5; 2, Shambles, Peter Bedggood, 
RYCV, 15; 3, Terra Firma, DeanWi lson/ 
Scott Carlisle, RYCV,24. 
IMS Cruiser/Racer: 1, Wet 'n Infamous, 
Kevin Wood , SYC, 14.5; 2, Challenge 
Again , Lou Abrahams, SYC, 19.5; Wise of 
Time, Dan Hellier, HBYC , 24. 
Performance Handicap Div 1: 1, Affirma­
tive Action, Ross Coates, SYC, 71 ; 2, Wise 
of Time, Dan Hellier, HBYC, 103; 3, JLW 
Chutzpah, Bruce Taylor, RYCV, 104. 
Performance Handicap Div 2: 1, West­
ern Morning, Justin Brennan, RYCV, 37; 2, 
Dictator, D. Underwood, RBYC 44; 3, Dou­
ble Malt, E. Main, RBYC, 60.75. 
Performance Handicap Div 3: 1, Lets Go, 
B. Thatcher, SYC, 28.75;2 , Kaos , Harold 
Davis , RYCV 31 .75;3, Onedin, N. Poole , 
RMYS, 42. 

Hong Kong - Vietnam 
yacht Race 1996 

The Farr 41 , Hi Flyer, dropping her spinnaker in front of the beach during the Pepsi Cola Friendship Race 
off the Vietnamese town of Nha Trang. Some 10,000 locals turned out to the watch the "boat people" in 
action. (Pie - Guy Novell}. 

The Royal Hong Kong Yacht Club 
scored a world first earlier this year by 
organising the inaugural Hong Kong 
to Vietnam Yacht Race. Guy Nowell 
sailed in the race and wrote this re­
port. 

The 680 nautical mile downhill slide 
was timed to take advantage of the 
north-easterly monsoon prevailing at 
this time of the year, and competitors 
were not disappointed. 

A fleet of 17 boats started, with the 
largest being Sam Chan's newly ac­
quired Free Fire, the Nelson/Marek 68 
ULDB which former ly raced as Phan­
tom VI. At the other end of the scale 
was John Blay's S&S 36, Windseeker, a 
seasoned campaigner in Hong Kong 
yachting circles. 

Starting conditions were northerly 
winds of 15-20 knots, and these pre­
vailed for most of the race . Steve Ellis 
in his new Bashford / Howison 41, 
Wizard the Sequel, acting on weather 
routing info from Bob Rice, and ex­
pecting the breeze to veer to the north­
east, opted for the right hand side of 
the course. 

When the change did come, 100 or 
so miles from Nha Trang, the wind 
unexpectedly backed to the north­
west. In 25-30 knots of breeze, both 

Wizard and Xanzibar, Alan Stevens' X-
4122, skippered by Hong Kong X­
Yachts agent Roger Eastham, were both 
in a good position for the new wind. 
"We were going exactly where we had 
planned, but on the opposite gybe," 
Eastham said later. 

Ellis commented: "It was probably 
the best day's offshore sailing I have 
ever had. Sixteen knots became quite 
boring, and we were hitting 20 knots 
regularly, surfing sequences of six or 
so waves in a row." 

Ironically, Free Fire never saw the 
newer and stronger wind. She was too 
far in front, taking the expected line 
honours in just 61 hours after the start, 
with the rest of the fleet being blown 
home behind her. 

The back marker, Shun Fung La Cre­
ole, a Ta Shing 40, crossed the line 40 
hours later. 

Overall winner under IMS handi­
caps was the BH41, Wizard of Sequel, 
skippered by Steve Ellis, with second 
p lace going to the ILC40 Orion Express 
(Ellian Perch), third to the Farr 41, Hi 
Flyer skippered by Neil Pryde. Under 
CHS handicaps Wizard of Sequel also 
placed first, with Hi Flyer second and 
the X-412, Xan zibar (Alan Stevens) 
third. .,Ji 
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HASRH YACf-ll5 NSW 
INTRODUCING THE NEW MASRM 950 

N ew and used M AS RM 920' s 
for information or a sailing demonstration 

Phone (02) 879 7454 or Fax (02) 816 1959 

Telephone: (02> 363 2130 
Facsimile: (02> 327 1465 

Mobile: 041 2032 130 

D. & R. SHIPWRIGHTS 
(C.y.C.A.> 

New Beach Road 
Rushcutters Bay NSW 2027 

rREMIER 
4'-HID■ltlUiilfiW 

• REPAIRS 
• PAINTING 
• FITTING 

• Boat Covers • Car Trimming 
• Carpets • Upholstery 

Phone for a free quote 

(02) 363 5998 
d' Albora Marinas, New Beach Road, 

Rushcutters Bay, NSW 2027 

Performance 
Sailcraft 

• Custom Built One Off Yachts from 18 to 
80 feet 

• All Types of Composite Construction 
• In House Pre-Preg 
• Full lOR-IMS Optimisation 
11 Nell Road, West Gosford NSW 2250 

Boatspeed-23 Ph: (043) 23 2989 Fax: (043) 23 4023 

..,_., ... ..___..,._ ,,_ Oj00.71 • .aJ ...... VA,&,AAOllncT'l ,w•a-

. =: = KELL STEINMA 
YACHT DESIGN 

THE MIGHTY AMAZON IMS Ma.xi I line llonours 
BOBSLED World Speed Monohull Rar.e Record Holder 
HAMMER OF QUEENSLAND IMS I line Honours 
INNKEEPER BOC! IMS Yacht 
KA GERO 1/iroshima Cup Line llonours Record I/older 

Tel: 018 557 4 3 1 
27 Laburnum Street Brighton 3186. Australia 
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POSITIONS 
VACANT 

Experienced 
Sailmakers required 
in the Sydney loft. 

Enquiries welcome. 
SYDNEY (02) 9997 5966 

FAX: (02) 9997 4805 
M ELBOURNE (03) 9534 0363 

FAX: (03) 9525 3095 

Winches 

LEWMAR Hatches 
Portlights 
Rope Clutches 

GI■ bb Windlasses 
Rigging & Dyform wire 

BARLOW DISTRIBUTORS (AUSTRALIA) P/L 
177 Phillip St, REDFERN NSW 2016 
Tel: 02 318 2128 Fax: 02 319 1858 

YACHT & NAVAL AR C HITE C TS 
COMPOSITE ENGINEERS 

I A IN 

MURR A Y 

ASSOCI A T E S & 
SUITE B , RPAYC , MiTALA STREET. N EWPORT NSW 2106 A USTRALIA 

· PO Box 729. N EWPORT BEACH, N SW 2106 A USTRALIA 

TEL: (61) 2 9979 6202 FAX (61) 2 9979 6215 

Half and Full Models 
(Builder of the Sydney to Hobart Wi nners Seri es at the C. Y.C.A. ) 

Yacht Models 

Tom Stephenson 
Brisbane 

83 Bilsen Road, Wavell Heights. QLD. 401 2. 
Phone (07) 266 9735 Mobile 018 740 200 

HOOD 
SAILMAK E RS 

GET THE BEST O UT O F YO UR BOAT 
Call (02) 905 0800 or your local loft now 



For peace of mind 
Cruising in the Whitsundays 

Beneteaus, Cavalier, Compass, Bertram 
and Mariner 

CHARTER YACITTS AUST. PH: I 800 639 520 
FAX: (079) 461 488 

SAILCLOTH 

Be a contender, buy (CCCNTENCER ' 
If you want to know more about our complete 

range of high-tech laminates, rac ing and cruising 
dacrons and spinnaker cloths please ask your 
sailmaker for samples or our new brochure 

or call (02) 9997 4099 

PERFORMANCE BOATING SERVICES 
SPECIALISING IN PERFORMANCE ORIENTATED YACHTS 

RON JACOBS JAMIE MACPHAIL 
• New and used yachts 
• Charters 
• Rating Optimisation 
• Race Preparation 
• Project Supervision 

PBS International Pty Limited 
Gibson Marina: 1710 Pittwater Road 

INTERNATIONAL Bayview 2104 Sydney Australia 
MARI E DEALERS & BROKERS Ph/Fax: (61) 2 9979 9780 

G' 
u 
s 
T 
0 

CATERING ON BOARD 
Cruising or racing chefs at GUSTO 

will provision your boat. 
Ring or call with your order or for the 

chefs' suggestions. 

Cnr Heeley/Broughton Street, 
Five Ways Paddington Ph: 361 5640 

16 Hall Street, Bondi Beach 
Ph: 304 565 

0 FRASERSAILS 
The Ultimate in Racing 
and Cruising Sails 

For information on our Sails, Services & Products, please write to: 
6 NIELD AVE., RUSHCUTTERS BAY, 2011 

PH: (02) 361 4836. FAX: (02) 332 3271 
BRISBANE (07) 252 5161 MELBOURNE (03) 328 3260 
HOBART (002) 345 422 WHITSUNDAYS (079) 461125 PERTH (09) 430 5366 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Marine Electronics 

Buy Direct from the U.S.A. and save 
Garmin 45 GPS . . . . US$364 
Magellan GPS 2000 ... ... 252 
Garmin GPS Map 210 . . .. 1239 
Raytheon RL-9 Radar .... . .. . . . . .. 2125 
Ir.om IC ,M10 hand-held VHF . . . . . .. 252 

Call toll-free to the U.S. for pricing on almost any item. 
Toll-Free Phone 1800128898 
Fax: (805) 495 1858 lll!i1.i:; DIRECT 
Phone (805) 495 6533 _,.SOURCE "' 

························-···························· 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! to 

ho ,,, 
i ;<•1/J,/J. i 

YES! Please ";/M- w 

send my Offshore 
subscription 

Send to: 
Jamieson Publishing 
4/34 The Esplanade, 
Cronulla NSW 2230 
OR Faxon 
(02) 544 1502 

0 31.70 FOR 6 ISSUES (including the Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race Programme) 

0 60.00 FOR 12 ISSUES (including TWO Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race Programmes) 

Name _______________________ _ 

Address ______________________ _ 

___________________ Postcode __ _ 

Month of commencement ________________ _ 

0 Cheque/money order enclosed 

OR charge my O Bankcard O Visa O Mastercard O Diners Club 

No: ___________________ Exp. Date _ / 

Signature _____________________ _ 
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GEOFF~ERS P/L 
cycA Offshore Racing calendar 

MAJOR OFFSHORE EVENTS IN AUS~RALIA 
AND OVERSEAS 

NEW SOUTH WALES, QUEENSLAND & VICTORIA 
JUNE 
2 
9 
16 
23 

JULY 
7 
7 
14 
13,20,21 

21 
21 

28 

27 

AUGUST 

Digital Winter Series, Race 6, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
Digital Winter Series, Race 7, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
Digital Winter Series, Race 8, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
Digital Winter Series , Race 9, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 

Melbourne Winter Series, Race 1, Port Phill ip, ORCV. 
Digital Winter Series , Race 1 O, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
Digital Winter Series, Race 11, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
Round the Whitsundays Race and XXXX Series, 
Whitsunday SC. 
Melbourne Winter Series, Race 2, Port Phill ip, ORCV. 
Digital Winter Series, Race 12 and final pointscore, 
Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
Digital Winter Series Ladies Day Race for 
Chris Lee Trophy, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
20th Darwin to Ambon ocean race, Darwin SC. 

3 Canon Sydney-Gold Coast Classic. 
4 Melbourne Winter Series, Race 3, Port Phi ll ip, ORCV. 
18 Melbourne Winter Series, Race 4, Port Phill ip, ORCV. 
18-22 TAG Heuer - Ansett Australia Big Boat Series, 

Hayman Island YC. 
24-31 XXXX Ansett Australia Race Week, 

Hamilton Island YC. 

SEPTEMBER 
1 Melbourne Winter Series, Race 5, Port Phill ip, ORCV, 
7-13 Hogs Breath Race Week, Whitsunday SC. 
14 Great Whitsunday Fun Race, Whitsunday SC. 
15 Melbourne Win_ter Series, Race 6 & last, Port Phillip 

to Westernport, ORCV. 
30-4 Austral ian International Regatta Sail Down Under, 

Olympic classes, Sydney Harbour. 

OCTOBER 
26 Fujitsu Gosford to Lord Howe Island Classic, 

Gosford SC. 

DECEMBER 
17 Asia Pacific Offshore Championship, off Sydney, 

Races 1 & 2, CYCA. 
18 Asia Pacific Offshore Championship, Sydney 

Harbour, Races 2 & 3, CYCA. 

19 

20 
21 

22 

Asia Pacific Offshore Championship, off Sydney, 
Race 5, CYCA. 
Canon Big Boat Challengye, Sydney Harbour, CYCA. 
Asia Pacific Offshore Championship, off Sydney, 
Race 6, CYCA. 
Asia Pacific Offshore Championship , off Sydney, 
Race 7, CYCA. 
52nd Sydney to Hobart Ocean Race, 630nm, 
Race 8 Asia Pacific Offshore Championship, CYCA. 

INTERNATIONAL 
JUNE 
12 
17-28 
22-30 
15-16 
21 

JULY 
8-18 

15-19 

20-4 

22-1 

AUGUST 
5-16 

Merit Cup Challenge, Sardinia. 
Etchells World Championship, Cowes, UK. 
Kie l Week, Hamburg, Germany. 
New York Annual Regatta, New York Yacht Club, USA. 
Newport-Bermuda Race, USA. 

IYRU World Youth Sai ling Championship, Newport, 
Rhode Island, USA. 
Cork Week, Royal Cork Yacht Club, Cork, Ireland 

Games of the XXVlth Olympiad, Savannah, Georg ia, 
USA. Classes: Soling, Star, Tornado, 470 men, 470 
women, Finn, Laser, Europe (women), Mistral men, 
Mistral women. 
Rolex Commodores Cup International Teams Series, 
Cowes, RORC 

Kenwood Cup Hawaii International Ocean Racing 
Series, Honololu. 

SEPTEMBER 
9-16 Sardinia Cup, Porto Cervo, Italy. 
18-22 The Big Boat Series, San Francisco, 

St Francis Yacht Club. 
19-29 World Championship of Match Race Sailing, 

Rovinj, Croatia. 
21 Grand Mistral World Yacht Race starts, 

Marseilles, France. 
28 Australian International Regatta, Olympic Classes, 

Sydney Harbour. 

OCTOBER 
19-27 Corum Cup - Hong Kong offshore racing championship, 

Royal Hong Kong YC. 

COMPLETE YACHT PAINTING SERVICES 
THE BOATYARD 

ENAMELLING• VARNISHING• DECORATIVE LINES• SIGNWRITING 1 BRADLY AVE., MILSONS POINT NSW 
• SPRAYING OF 2 PACK ENAMELS• EPOxy COATINGS• ANTIFOULING PHONE: (02) 9922 4612 
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New! Compact 
Collection 
diesels from 
Volvo Penta. 

Continuing a strong tradition 

MD 2000 Series 10-40HP (8-29kW) 
MD 22 Series 50-78HP (37-57kW) 

Exceptionally quiet smooth running 2, 3 and 4 cylinder marine 
engines. 
New advanced low emission technology. 

■ Ideal for Repowering and New vessels 
■ New smooth 2 cyl 10HP model 
■ All models fresh water cooled 
■ Choice of transmissions including super quiet S-drive 
■ Excellent low end torque 
■ 60 Amp alternator and electronic charging sensor 
■ Accessory range second to none 

For information and your nearest Volvo Penta dealer contact: 

A 
-

-VOL-VO 
PE:NTA. 

BRISBANE SYDNEY MELBOURNE HOBART ADELAIDE DARWIN PORT MORESBY LAE 
(07) 3899 1622 (02) 411 1868 (03) 9696 3741 (002) 34 7266 (08)347 0011 (089) 84 3277 21 3590 42 4465 

EASTERN ENGINE PTV LTD Importer and Distributor* 
70 Banya Street, PO Box 78, BULIMBA, BRISBANE OLD, AUSTRALIA 4171. Tel: 61(0)7 3899 1622, Fax: 61(0)7 3899 1045 
(*Except WA) AAA1063/M 



CHAYILYTH 

" 

Tough, rugged, per1ormanco 
aalls and rollablllty are key 

crlter11 for the BT Global 
Challenge. Hood Sallmakara 
proved beyond doubt thal lhOy 
have what II t kea. In the IHI 
8rlllah St I Challenge. Wllh their 
latell Vectron liquid crystal 
labrlca lully ovaluoted by pr0Joc11 
director Andrew Roberta In 
exlr m North Atlantic trtols - " 
lhoy w ro th natural choice 

THE CHALLENGE 
BUSINESS 




