

























































































AWRECKED SHIP
ON STOCKTON
BEACH FORMS THE
BACKDROPTO
AAPT'S FINISH
PHOTO:

THE HERALD,
NEWCASTLE

“There’s life yet in the old girl: we took line honours and set a race record”

George Snow was over the moon after line honours
success with Brindabella, Martin James was delighted at
beating his Commodore, John Messenger, on a count
back for the CYCA Ocean Pointscore, and Howard de
Torres slipped ahead in the Blue Water Championship.

The Sydney Newcastle Race was in fact two races for
two of the CYCA’s ocean pointscores for the 2003-2004
season, the second last for the Blue Water Championship
(IMS), Cape Byron Series (IRC) and Tasman Series
(PHS) of long ocean races, and the final race for the
Ocean Pointscore (IMS, IRC and PHS) of long ocean day
races. The Blue Water fleet set sail from Sydney on Friday
evening, sailing a 105 nautical mile course to Cabbage
Tree Island and back south to Newcastle; the Ocean
Pointscore fleet sailed a 65 nautical mile course direct to
Newcastle on the Saturday.

The CYCA’s CEO Joe Goddard and club staff made a
special effort to provide good facilities for the arriving
crews, with a bar and ample food, at the newly developed
marina in the Newcastle waterfront suburb of Wickham.

Come in spinnaker
A 10 to 12 knot noreaster gave the Blue Water fleet
a spinnaker run back from Cabbage Tree, but the Ocean
Pointscore fleet had to beat to windward all the way north.
The owner/skippers of the maxi yacht Brindabella and
her smaller rival, the 66-footer AAPT (ex-Grundig) gave
Novocastrians an unprecedented close-up look at two of
Australia’s fastest ocean racers by carrying their huge
spinnakers into the Hunter River and Newcastle harbour.
After crossing the finish line off Nobby’s Lighthouse,
line honours winner Brindabella, skippered by George
Snow, sailed up the Hunter River as far as The Basin
before dropping her spinnaker, at times only 100 metres
from quayside watchers. Not to be outdone, A4PT, with
owner/skipper Sean Langman on the helm, carried her
spinnaker right into Throsby Basin, almost to the
Newcastle Cruising Yacht Clubs marina and his own
newly developed business, Noakes Boatyard, Newcastle.
“We saw George carry his spinnaker into the harbour,
so we had to do the same, even go one better,” Langman
later said as he and Snow swapped stories about the race.

OFFSHORE YACHTING

Brindabella crossed the finish line at 3.04pm Saturday,
taking more than 19 hours for the race that started from
Sydney at 8pm Friday. AAPT crossed 15 minutes later, and
Ichi Ban (Matt Allen) a further 35 minutes.

An elated Snow told everyone: “There’s life yet in the
old girl. We took line honours and set a race record for the
first CYCA race to be held over this new ocean course.”
Brindabella also holds the record for a conventional
ballasted yacht in the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race
(1999) and race records for the Bird Islet (1996), Sydney
Wollongong (2000), Sydney Mooloolaba (1994) and
Sydney Gold Coast (1999) ocean races.

Skippers and crews praised the facilities at the newly
developed Newcastle waterfront. Langman, who opened
his modern Newcastle boatyard last year, hosted a cocktail
party for skippers and crew. “I raced here last year and fell
in love with the place. I signed a lease for our new boat
complex the following Monday.”

While the NCYC was formed about 10 years ago,
it still doesn't have its own clubhouse although it has
118 floating marina berths. Club captain George Keegan,
one of the original driving forces behind the club, says
a $3.5m development project will see a three-storey
clubhouse built by Christmas 2004, ready for the next
Sydney Newcastle Yacht Race.

The marina will also be extended to provide berths for
200 boats, including five for boats up to 100 feet in length.

The club has 290 members, close to 70 per cent being
boat owners. Paul Hannan, who was also one of the club
founders, is Commodore; Tony Michilis is Vice
Commodore; and Bruce Hanson, Rear Commodore.

Crossing the line
Corrected time results for the 105 nautical mile overnight
Blue Water Pointscore (IMS) division saw a win for the
40-footer Nips-N-Tux, skippered by Howard de Torres,
from 2003 Rolex Sydney Hobart Race winner Quesz (Bob
Steel) and Ithi Ban (Matt Allen), a recent winner at
Sailing South Race Week and Skandia Geelong Week.
Nips-N-Tux, which was placed third overall in the
Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race 2003, also won the
Cape Byron (IRC) and Tasman Series (PHS) division,
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