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Peter Campbell looks back on 20 years of racing in the CYCA's Winter
Series and forward to the start of a new BMW Sydney Winter Series

Nearly 20 years ago, John Ivimey and I decided to bring
our Bonbridge 27, Hornblower, down from Pittwater to
contest the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia’s Winter
Series. We enjoyed it so much that the boat has
remained at the CYCA ever since, competing in almost
every Winter Series, and winning a couple.

The attraction for a small, mainly harbour-racing
boat like ours is the opportunity and excitement of
racing around the buoys with some of the best ocean
racing yachts in Australia.

Obviously we don’t compete in the same division as
the big boats, but the entire fleet uses the same start
and finishing lines and it adds to the fun when you
cross tacks with a maxi.

The BMW Sydney Winter Series is a great event for
inviting friends out for a day’s racing, on small or big
boats.

For the ocean racers it is seen as an important crew
training series before the first of the season’s ocean
races, the Sydney Gold Coast Race. New boats often

it

make their debut in winter racing.

Held every Sunday from late April through to mid-
July, the BMW Sydney Winter Series is by far the
biggest weekly winter racing event in the nation and
usually provides many more thrills than chills.

It has had a significant and far-reaching effect on
yacht racing, introducing thousands of newcomers to
the sport as crew and spawning similar winter racing
events in other port cities around the nation.

Most boats have family and friends aboard to crew
in the Winter Series, a day that begins for many with a
hearty breakfast on the deck at the CYCA, followed by
a couple of hours of racing around the buoys and

then back to the CYCA for a late lunch and the
trophy presentation.

The social atmosphere created by the more relaxed
winter racing also led to twilight sailing. In fact, there
is hardly a yacht club in Australia that now doesn’t have
a winter racing series and a twilight series. Obviously,
both are good for club revenue.

Sydney has the advantage in winter racing in that
winter in this part of New South Wales is usually sunny
and mild, with mainly light to moderate breezes —
interspersed by the occasional wild westerly front or a
dead calm. The CYCA has also had the advantage of
attracting good sponsors which in turn has enabled the
Club to offer excellent prizes for each division each
Sunday and overall. The sponsor again this year is
BMW Sydney, the Rushcutters Bay based dealership
which has contributed much to marketing the sport.

The 2005 BMW Sydney Winter Series starts on
Sunday, 17 April with two traditional events — Ladies
Day and the Great Veterans Race, for former Sydney
Hobart Race competitors that competed in the ocean
race more than 20 years ago.

Ladies Day Race requires that women helm the
yachts and the competition is fierce for the prestigious
event and the prizes provided by BMW Sydney.

The Great Veterans Race is expected to attract a
large fleet this year, prompted by the CYCA's success in
having a Parade of Sail before the start of the 60th
Anniversary Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. And
there will be some veteran sailors aboard, too.

The BMW Sydney Winter Series pointscore starts
the following Sunday, 24 April, and continues through
to 10 July, with non-pointscore races on 12 June and
17 July, followed by the closing Ladies Day Race on
Sunday, 24 June.

Last year’s Winter Series attracted more than
180 entries, with 150 to 160 boats racing each Sunday
in eight handicap divisions, with handicap starts
beginning from 1lam. CYCA Sailing Manager
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was really trashed but that’s ocean racing,” says Pescud.

After that race other competitors began to take
notice of the boat the crew were proudly calling the
‘Cripples’ Express’.

Experiencing such a hard first race had other
benefits. When SWD applied to enter that year’s 50th
Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, the CYCA race committee
had some idea of the crew’s abilities.

But Pescud says: “The committee was stuck between
a rock and a hard place.

“On the one hand they had a bunch of people with
disabilities wanting to enter the toughest race on their
calendar and on the other they knew that if they reject-
ed us we would have been screaming discrimination.

“They sat me down and we had a long talk. I out-
lined all the special precautions we would be taking, for
example making sure that everybody on board would
be able to get into a liferaft if they had to. In the end,
I think I convinced them that, if a boat foundered, a
guy with no legs wouldn’t really be much worse off
than a guy with legs.”

So Aspect Computing competed in the 1994 Sydney
Hobart Yacht Race with the support of additional
sponsors including Comtec Computing, Bukh Diesels
and liferaft company RFD. They finished in the mid-
dle of the fleet and last on handicap, but they did fin-
ish in what turned out to be a fairly gentle race.

Sailing through disaster

After that, Pescud would have been ready to revive his
cruising plans but sponsors and crew began talking
about next year.

For the 1995 Hobart race, the crew was joined by
experienced Hobart skipper Kim Jaggar who Pescud
says has since shared much of the load of running the
sailing side of the organisation.

Then Pescud found himself focusing on improve-
ments to the boat. As a result, the original lifting keel
centreboard went in favour of a deeper heavier
fixed keel and a new rudder and the fractional rig was
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converted to masthead, for bigger headsails and
spinnakers, and running backstays were added.

In 1998 Aspect Computing entered the Hobart race as
usual with a crew mainly of handicapped sailors. They
found themselves in one of the worst storms ever faced
by an ocean racing flect.

With boats foundering and crews being rescued by
helicopter, concerns were raised about Aspect
Computing. The radio relay vessel had lost contact with
the boat along with many of the fleet.

Pescud and Jaggar were also worried and discussed
whether to turn back. The conditions were atrocious
but the boat was coping well. They decided the safest
thing to do would be to maintain their course. The
boat remained out of communications for more than
30 hours but made Hobart safely.

Pescud says he wishes they could have spared family
and friends their concerns at the time and would have
turned back if they thought it would improve safety.
They did not push on to try to prove anything. He says
he applauds the decisions of the many skippers who
headed home or put in to shelter before meeting the
worst of that storm.

Aspect Computing was ninth over the line and took
first place in its division in that disastrous race.

Cruising back from Hobart, somewhere south of
Eden, Pescud started thinking that SWD could inspire
many more disabled people if it had a more suitable
boat, a boat that could take out groups of people, even
those who could not get out of their wheelchairs.
Clearly they needed a bigger craft.

Back in Sydney, Pescud talked to designer David
Lyons and they began to develop a concept of a com-
petitive racing boat that would also be suitable to
accommodate groups of people in wheelchairs and serve
as a suitable boat for corporate entertaining for sponsors.

Clearly they needed a boat that was wider aft than
Aspect Computing and had a large cockpit.

Thanks to recent design trends, that did not require
anything like the degree of compromise that might be
expected. The main concessions to the special uses of
the new boat were an uncluttered cockpit, special
anchor points for lashing wheelchairs in place and a
boarding ramp which folds into the open transom.

Probably the most unusual design feature is the
companionway-cockpit link area. Instead of emerging
straight into an exposed cockpit, crewmembers come
from below through a narrow trench section that leads
back to the twin wheels. Look more closely and you’ll
notice that this boat has an unusual number of control
lines and they all lead back to the cockpit area. This
reduces trips forward and helps split up tasks into one
per crewmember when racing.

New supporters

Of course, before work could start on the new boat
support had to be found. By then Aspect Computing
had been absorbed into KAZ Computing. KAZ agreed
to continue support as naming sponsor, Fibre Glass
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Race it
December,
writes Peter
Campbell

At least three new super maxis are expected to start in
the 2005 Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race and —as the
CYCA has confirmed that a rating-based speed limit
will no longer apply to the race ~ the new super maxis
can be expected to be even faster than those of 2004.

The 30-metre (98-feet) LOA limit remains,
however, and new boats with canting keels will have to
comply with new safety requirements stipulating that a
canting keel will lock in a vertical position in the event
of a breakdown of controls.

Early indications are that there will be at least six,
possibly more, state-of-the-art super maxis on the
starting line on 26 December with the removal of
the speed limit increasing the appeal of the ocean
classic to overseas entrants.

As a result of the rule change, new and existing super
maxis will now be able to carry the largest sail area
considered practical and safe by their
designers, rather than being restricted
specifically for this race. IRC ratings
will, of course, increase with larger
sail areas.

The Board of the CYCA has also
confirmed that the Overall winner will
again be the boat that wins on IRC. There will again
be a Cruising Division, first introduced in 2004.

On the new maxi front, Rob Mundle reports that
Bob Oatley has confirmed that he has commissioned a
30-metre design from US naval architects Reichel/
Pugh with construction already started at McConaghy
Boats in Mona Vale, Sydney. The carbon fibre boat is
scheduled for launching in the first week of December,
just three weeks before the start of the 61st Rolex
Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. This will be Reichel/Pugh’s
third successive canting keel Wild Oats for Qatley and
his son, Sandy. The first, a 60-footer, led an Australian

team to victory in the 2003 Admiral’s Cup in England
and is now called Targe. The second, a 66-footer, is to
help defend the Admiral’s Cup in England this year.

McConaghy Boats has nearly completed a Reichel/
Pugh designed maximum-sized canting keel super
maxi for Sydney-based, New Zealand yachtsman
Neville Crichton. Crichton intends to enter the boat in
this year’s Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. Scheduled
for launching in June, the boat is expected to make its
racing debut at Hamilton Island Race Week in late
August. The new boat replaces Crichton’s water
ballasted 90-footer, A/fa Romeo, which won Line
Honours in the 2002 Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race
and in the 2003 Rolex Fastnet Race.

The third new and most radical super maxi has been
built in Auckland by Cooksons for one of New
Zealand’s most prominent offshore yachtsmen Charles
Brown and Bill Buckley, a former NZ motorcycle
champion. Designed by Greg Elliott and Clay Oliver
and launched in mid-February, Maximus has a light
displacement carbon fibre hull, a rotating wing
mast and a retractable canting keel. Upwind it will
be set up to 500 square metres of sail, downwind up to
800 square metres.

High achievers

The owners have set an ambitious sailing program,
including an attempt on the 24-hour world sailing
record and the Rolex trans-Atlantic Challenge in May,
the Giraglia Rolex Cup at St Tropez in France in June,
Skandia Cowes Week and the Fastnet Race in July and
August, the Rolex Maxi World Cup at Costa
Smeralda, Sardinia, in September, the Rolex Middle
Sea Race from Malta in October and then back to the
Southern Hemisphere for the Rolex Sydney Hobart
Yacht Race in December.

Meanwhile, the disabled super maxis, Grant
Wharington’s Skandia, New Zealander Stewart
Thwaites’ Konica Minolta, and Ludde Ingvall’s
Nicorette are also expected to be back in the action well

before this year’s Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race,

Skandia lost her canting keel, capsized and then
broke her mast in the heavy conditions of the 2004
Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, Konica Minolta
suffered some structural damage and also retired, while
Nicorette went on to take Line Honours. Two weeks
later Vicorette's mast failed when the boat was sailing in
moderate conditions off Southport, Queensland.

Konica Minolta was repaired in Hobart and made her
return to offshore racing in February, taking Line
Honours in the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania’s
historic Bruny Island Race.
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It was agony and ecstasy for solo sailors Nick Moloney and Ellen MacArthur in their respective
battles for records. Moloney’s boat failed him when at last it seemed he would complete his voyage.
And MacArthur made it home just days after it seemed her record was likely to slip away.

Adrian Herbert explains why both are winners

42

Despite their record-breaking attempts ending so
differently just a few weeks apart, solo sailors and
Offshore Challenges team mates Ellen MacArthur
and Nick Moloney will both be recognised as sailing
heros by anyone with offshore experience.

Both of them displayed exceptional seamanship on
their voyages. It was, however, as always, the
unpredictable nature of the ocean that allowed
MacArthur to achieve her dream and left Moloney
wondering what could have been.

Although both voyages were European mounted
ventures, each had strong Australian connections.

Moloney is, of course, an Australian, a Port Phillip
Bay bred sailor who sailed in Sydney Hobart races
before heading for Europe to try to break into interna-
tional sail adventuring.

And MacArthur, with her British designer Nigel
Irens, turned to Australian boatbuilders to construct
her hi-tech trimaran B&Q.

Boatspeed of Somersby near Gosford was selected
to build the $2.3 million 75-foot boat, largely because
of the company’s reputation for building state-of-the-
art stiff lightweight boats in composite plastics. And
the spectacular rig, with a 30.6m carbon fibre rotating
wing mast also came from this part of the world,
designed and built by Southern Spars of Auckland.

MacArthur completed her 42,000 nautical mile
circumnavigation at 10.29 pm GMT on 7 February,
crossing a line between Ushant in France and the
English mainland’s southernmost point, the Lizard.

The diminutive 28-year-old completed her circum-
navigation in 71 days, 14 hours 18 minutes and 33 sec-
onds, breaking the previous record of Frenchman
Francis Joyon by one day, 8 hours and 35 minutes.

Joyon had set that record just a year earlier aboard a
larger multihull and it had looked like a record that
would stand for a long time.

Rounding Cape Horn on New Years Eve,
MacArthur was a full four days ahead of Joyon’s time
and she and her onshore team were full of confidence.
Then things began to go wrong. She ran into a series
of bad storms in the South Atlantic and during one
particularly rough spell badly burned her arm on a
generator. Twice she had to climb the mast to fix
problems aloft. Her progress slowed and she still had
to make it through the doldrums.

MacArthur was sleeping usually no more than half
an hour at a time and considered herself fortunate to
get four hours sleep in 24 throughout the voyage. She
often sounded completely exhausted in radio reports
but somehow her tremendous determination always
remained in her voice even when, approaching the
Azores, it seemed that her record hopes would finally
depend on her luck with weather patterns.

By the time she had travelled 200 nautical miles
north of the Azores, with about 950 nautical miles to
go, MacArthur’s lead had reduced to 2 days 15 hours.
In one 24-hour period she lost 11 hours. And on top of
that she knew that Joyon’s record had been set with the
favourable conditions in his final week of sailing.

Frustrating night
Still battling to get clear of the light winds on the edge
of the Azores high, MacArthur had to endure a frus-
trating almost windless night. B&Q’s boatspeed
dropped to little more than one knot. The calm
conditions didn’t even give her the opportunity to get
some much needed sleep. With what breeze there was
coming in puffs from almost any direction, steerage
was non-existent so the autopilot could not maintain a
course and warning alarms were constantly sounding.

It was a frustrating time, particularly as MacArthur
knew from weather reports that once she cleared the
light conditions she should meet fresher breeze from
the north which was likely to build to 30 knots gusting
to 40. This would build big seas, making one more
potentially boat breaking storm to survive before
she should reach more favourable south-east winds
somewhere off the north-west tip of Spain.

Fortunately, that was mostly how the final stages
panned out. The storm actually allowed MacArthur to
build her lead again and then keep ahead of Joyon's
time as she made her way into the approaches to the
English Channel. With the coast of Britain almost in
sight, MacArthur at last allowed herself to think about
finishing her voyage.

She messaged her website saying: “I don't think until
I see faces again that it’s really going to sink in. It’s
been an absolutely unbelievable journey, both physically
and mentally.”

After crossing the finish line off the Lizard,
MacArthur headed in to the port of Falmouth to a
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Skandia Geelong Week is one of the biggest yachting events
in Australia and has a unique atmosphere, reports Peter
Campbell after sailing his son’s boat in the 2005 regatta

Kids stand on the waterfront boardwalk licking ice-
creams, mums and dads eating steamed Port Phillip
mussels, all gazing down at the yachties as they raft up
their boats, stow their sails and sheets, and flick open
a well-earned cold can of beer or pour themselves a
Bundy and Coke.

Aboard the more comfortable cruiser-racers,
crewmembers open a bottle of local Scotchmans Hill
chardonnay, one of the excellent wines grown on the
Bellarine Peninsula that runs to the east and south-east
of Geelong.

The waterfront of Geelong, Victoria’s second largest
city, on the shores of Corio Bay, is teeming with
people as we berth in the Fisherman’s Basin after the
traditional passage race down Port Phillip from
Williamstown, in company with 488 other racing
yachts. That makes about 4,000 yachties plus
thousands of locals and visitors down to watch the
yachts as they finish the race and then berth in and
around the Royal Geelong Yacht Club.

Most of the public have never before been able to
get so close to racing yachts. Now they are talking to
competitors, even being invited aboard.

Victoria’s oldest yachting regatta — an event originally
conducted back in 1844 to celebrate Australia Day — is
now called Skandia Geelong Week and is much more
than a yachting regatta. It is a huge community event
linked with the Corio Bay Waterfront Geelong
Festival and attracts unprecedented public interest
surpassed only by the start and finish of the Rolex
Sydney Hobart Yacht Race.

Royal Geelong Yacht Club, host of this regatta since
its inception, is ideally placed on the Corio Bay
waterfront, just along from the historic Steampacket
Quay and Cunningham Pier, an area refurbished by
Geelong City Council and brightly decorated by
mooring bollards painted to represent local characters
of the past. Above my son’s boat, the bollard is in the
form of a fireman of the 1800s. Guarding entrance to
the Yacht Club is a bollard in the form of a formidable
looking lady of the same era.

Over the six days of Skandia Geelong Week and
the Waterfront Festival, more than 100,000 people
visit the waterfront. There they enjoy watching the
yachts, sampling the gourmet food and wine from stalls
or eating in the excellent seafood restaurants along the

waterfront. As visitors wander they can listen to free
concerts, gaze skyward to watch the acrobatic displays
during the day and spectacular fireworks at night.

Many of the younger adults (and some not so young)
party on over four nights, crowds estimated at 30,000
enjoying the mild summer evenings.

According to the locals, the festivities inject about
$7.5 million into the region’s economy and this is
expected to increase as Skandia Geelong Week attracts
more interstate and international entries. This year’s
event, for example, drew prominent yachts from all the
eastern States.

The regatta has long been hugely popular with
Victorian yachtsmen, always drawing a big fleet down
from Melbourne and other bayside clubs for several
days of good sailing and enjoyable social interaction.

Financial injection

Now the foresight of the Royal Geelong Yacht Club,
regatta management, Geelong City Council and busi-
ness leaders in seeking a major sponsorship, Skandia
Geelong Week has emerged as the biggest keelboat
regatta in Australia as well as a huge community event
for Geelong and its environs. The key to this has been,
of course, the large financial injection from Skandia
into planning, managing and promoting the event.

Skandia, an international long-term savings com-
pany, has been the major sponsor of England’s oldest
and most famous regatta, Cowes Week on the Isle of
Wight, for the past decade. After accessing the existing
Australia Day Regatta at Geelong, Skandia took on the
sponsorship two years ago with Royal Geelong
agreeing to change the name. This was quite appropri-
ate — after all, Australia was founded on the shores of
Sydney rather than Geelong.

Skandia Geelong Week is part of an international
sponsorship to “make sailing more accessible; grow
the sport’s reach, enrich peoples’ lives” by providing
support to people, activities and events. As Skandias
Global Sponsorship Manager Tim Sewell explains:
“Whatever we sponsor ... our underlying goal is
the same.”

Under Skandia’s sponsorship, Skandia Geelong
Week was bursting at the seams over the weekend prior
to and through to Australia Day January 2005. A
record entry of 489 (up 70 from 2004), from classic
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V_NDEE GLOBE
WINNER

Vincent Riou of France won the Vendée Globe single
handed around the world race arriving back at the start
line off Les Sables d’Olonne, France, on 2 February.

He completed the 23,000 nautical mile course in
87 days 10 hours 47 minutes and 55 seconds.

That calculates out at a very respectable theoretical
average speed over the course of 11.28 knots.

The time was more than five days faster than the
2000-2001 winner Michel Desjoyeaux but over a
considerably shorter course.

The only Australian entrant, Nick Moloney, sailing
Skandia, was forced to retire when he lost his keel off
Rio de Janeiro after completing the worst of the race.
(See the storv Agony & Ecstasy’, page 42.)

DUNSTAN WINS
HARDY CUP

Michael Dunstan of the Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron
beat Seve Jarvin of the Cruising Yacht Club of
Australia to win the prestigious Hardy Cup youth

match racing series on 11 February.

But Dunstan, and his crew of two other 23-year-olds,
Wade Morgan and Andrew Hutchinson, was hard
pressed in the final series by the younger Jarvin and his
crew of 18-year-olds, Tom Clout and Sam Newton.

Dunstan clinched victory 3-1 in the RSYS run series
when Jarvin incurred an instant penalty as a result of a
rules breach after Jarvin had sailed from astern to draw
level with Dunstan on the final spinnaker run to the
finish of the fourth flight.

In four Hardy Cup match racing events, Dunstan
has gained two wins and two seconds starting off an
international yachting career that now sees him with an
ISAF ranking of 29.

Twelve teams from Australia, Britain, Italy, Japan,
New Zealand, Sweden and the US contested the
Cup, donated by Sir James Hardy, the former
America’s Cup skipper.

Three Australian and one New Zealand team
reached the semi finals.

In the semi-finals, Dunstan (RSYS 1) outsailed the
young Evan Warren and the CYCA 2 team 2-0 and
Jarvin (CYCA 1) beat the high-ranked New Zealander
Simon Minoprio from Vision Yachting, also 2-0.

Dunstan and his crew made it through the round
robins and finals with just two defeats, the result of
aggressive sailing and good tactics that won them the
start in each flight.

In the final flight they proved they had the ability to
outsail their opponents to windward in a southerly
breeze that at times gusted to more than 20 knots.

The lighter CYCA 1 crew twice overtook the RSYS

1 crew on the downwind legs of the finals and showed
match racing fighting spirit in their tacking and °
gybing, but the greater experience of Dunstan and his
crew saw them through.

In the first flight of the best-of-five flight final, the
RSYS 1 team almost lost their advantage when bow-
man Andrew Hutchinson toppled backwards over the
side after a fast tack.

However, powerful middleman, Wade Morgan,
caught his legs and dragged him back on board.

The RSYS 1 team held their lead to win by a
comfortable 15 seconds to go to a 1-0 lead as the
breeze freshened to a steady 15 knots, with the two
teams equalising their penalties.

Flight 2 saw a stalking game at the start, won by
RSYS 1, followed by a spirited tacking duel, with
Dunstan’s all-round experience giving him another win
and a 2-0 lead.

Dunstan and his crew controlled the start of flight
three and led around the first windward mark by two
boat lengths, but the lighter CYCA 1 crew again were
faster downwind.

Then, in a fast gybing and counter-gybing battle at
the end to the spinnaker run, Jarvin and the CYCA 1
crew not only gained a vital inside overlap but saw
the on-the-water umpires uphold their protest call
against Dunstan.

Dunstan regained the lead on the second windward
leg but he could not open up a sufficient break over
Jarvin, who went on to win flight three as the RSYS 1
team took their earlier incurred penalty turn.

In flight 4, Dunstan quickly gained control and in a
close tacking duel won a penalty against Jarvin as the
wind freshened to 20 knots.

The young CYCA crew fought back with aggressive
tactics on the second windward leg, luffing the RSYS
boat several times as they neared the weather mark and
then setting off in hot pursuit of Dunstan on the final
spinnaker run to the finish. From three boat lengths
astern, Jarvin steadily closed and gained an overlap
three-quarters of the way down the leg, but in a spirit-
ed spinnaker gybing duel, fouled the RSYS 1 boat.

Already carrying one penalty, Jarvin was forced to
take both penalties immediately and Dunstan and his
crew sailed to a runaway win to win the final series 3-1.

In the sail-off for third place, New Zealander Simon
Minoprio and his Vision Yacht team won 2-0 against
the CYCA 2 team, in which helmsman Evan Walker
made an impressive debut in international match
racing. — Peter Campbell

JARVIN WINS IN
NEW ZEALAND

The Cruising Yacht Club of Australia’s team of Seve
Jarvin, Robert Bell and Sam Newton dominated their
opposition in the finals to convincingly win the Royal
New Zealand Yacht Squadron’s International Youth
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