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east-north-east of Eddystone Point but about 60 miles
to sea.

The Tasmanian Police launch Van Dieman, which had
been on station on the northeast coast, headed out to
sea, initially planning take the yacht in tow.

Skandia’s retirement left Konica Minolta leading the
fleet with galeforce conditions persisting in Bass Strait
and the Tasman Sea. South-westerly winds of 30-40
knots continued to buffet the fleet and were estimated
to reach 40-45 knots to seaward, stronger in rainsqualls.

More drama was to follow. At 7.45am, Konica
Minolta reported to Race Control that it had also pulled
out of the race, anchoring in Binalong Bay on the
Tasmanian East Coast.

Owner/skipper Stewart Thwaites advised Race
Control that the boat had suffered minor structural
damage as she had been tacking down the Tasmanian
East Coast south of St Helens and about 12 nautical
miles ahead of Nicorette.

Fifteen minutes later, with the Police launch Van
Dieman nearing Skandia, Grant Wharington ordered
his crew to launch the yacht’s two life rafts and the
entire crew of 16 took to the rafts. Van Dieman then
launched an RIB to rescue the crew from the rafts and
took them to the fishing port of Lady Barron on
Flinders Island.

Later Wharington heard that his yacht had lost its
keel and capsized. The boat was floating upside down,
but at that stage it was not known whether the mast had
broken away. Wharington arranged for a sea-going tug
from the Tamar River in northern Tasmania to attempt
to take the 98-footer in tow.

In Hobart, Wharington said he had been devastated
to have to abandon the boat. Flanked by his navigator,
Will Oxley and tactician Ian ‘Barny’ Walker,
Wharington told journalists: “We were going so well.
We were sailing conservatively on port tack heading
inshore where there would be calmer water conditions
when we landed off a large rogue wave. At the time we
were sailing under No 4 jib and two reefs in the main ...
very comfortable with the situation.”

The impact bent both hydraulic rams controlling the
big canting keel, which came loose and swung to one
side, laying the boat on its beam ends.

The crew was able to stabilise the keel for a time and
began motoring downwind. However, the keel came
loose again and began chopping through the hull.

With the police launch fast approaching and worried
that the keel could tear itself from the hull causing the
boat to capsize, at 8am the 16 members of the crew
transferred to life rafts, and were taken aboard the police
launch Van Dieman about half an hour later.

Wharington said that he would not know why the
keel had failed until the boat had been retrieved and the
broken hydraulics examined. However, he said he still
believed in the new canting keel technology.

“We are effectively like test pilots rolling around in
Formula 1 racing cars, and I am still a bit baffled as to
what actually happened,” he said.

Stewart Thwaites, the owner/skipper of Konica
Minolta faced the press in Hobart remarking wryly:
“Coming the last two hundred miles by bus wasn't the
way we planned it.”

He explained that Konica Minolta, seemingly with the
finishing line within reach, had fallen off a massive wave
and crashed out of the race.

“We had a relatively hard night (in gale force winds
and big seas) but nothing we couldn’t handle. But we
launched off a 10-metre wave with no back,” Thwaites
told a press conference at the Rolex Media Centre.

Principal helmsman Americas Cup sailor Gavin
Brady added: “The bow felt like it was facing the sky
and a good proportion of the keel was out of the water.
There was that lonely five seconds while we waited to
fall. You hope for a soft landing but ...”

When the 27-tonne yacht smashed down into the
bottom of the wave’s trough “we heard a crack, but we
were not sure what it was,” Thwaites said. “It was an all
hands on deck situation.”

They found that the cabin top had creased between
the mast and the sleeve of her enormous canting keel,
where there are intense structural pressures on the hull.
For an hour the crew attempted to slow the yacht as
they braced the damaged area, but with the boat head
on to the big swell and the back and forth motion
bending the hull, Thwaites and Brady decided that if
they continued sailing there was a real possibility the
conventional bulb keel could separate from the hull.

The sails were lowered and they motored towards the
Tasmanian coast. Their race was over. “It was a hard
decision,” Thwaites said. “We agonised over it, but the
consensus was that it was dangerous [to continue].”
They moored Konica Minolta in Binalong Bay and made
the last leg to Hobart by bus.

Of the 116 starters in the 60th Anniversary Rolex
Sydney Hobart Yacht Race, 59 boats finished and
57 retired.

The hull of Skandia was finally taken in tow by a tug,
but by then the mast had broken. Virtually all sails were
lost as those below deck had already been washed out
through the hatches. The tug towed SZandia into the
port of Lady Barron where it was lifted onto a barge for
further towing back to Melbourne.

Another canting keel competitor, Steven David’s
Reichel/Pugh 60 Targé pulled out within a few hours of
the Boxing Day start when a bilge pump siphoned
water back into the boat rather than out, causing an
electronics melt-down that resulted in the crew being
unable to operate the canting keel.

Konica Minolta eventually reached Hobart under
motor as weather conditions improved, strengthening
slabs of timber bolted to her deck.

Meanwhile, the dismasted Ragamuffin sailed back to
Sydney under jury rig, with a headsail hoisted to the
stump of the broken mast. All other boats also made it
to port without outside assistance.

Only two weeks after the Hobart Race, Nicorette lost
its mast sailing off the Gold Coast in a moderate breeze.
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THE HOLE LEFT WHEN
SKANDIA’S KEEL TORE
ITSELF AWAY FROM
THE HULL
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Reichel Pugh pioneered its canting ballast keel twin
foil concept with the 60-foot Wild Oats (now Targé) and
more recently used it on the MaxZ86s Pyewacket and
Morning Glory. Both had since sailed thousands of miles
offshore including Morning Glory crossing the Atlantic.

Pugh agreed that canting keels were being designed
to performance criteria with attention paid to minimis-
ing weight inside the hull, but he said his firm’s designs
incorporated extensive safety margins.

“If you don't believe you designed it strong enough
you don’t get much sleep at night,” he said.

Pyewacket and Morning Glory had been designed to
American Bureau of Shipping standards for offshore
racing yachts which require a keel to be able to survive
grounding at 18 knots.

Crucial parts of the boats’ canting keels, said Pugh,
were fore and aft pins on which the fin and bulb
assemblies were suspended. These were six times
stronger than the minimum strength required. Other
parts under load were three times stronger than
calculated minimum strengths.

So had Skandia’s failure made him pause for thought?

“Absolutely,” said Pugh. “This is not Formula 1; you
can't pull in to the pits out there.”

The canting ballast keel concept was, however, now
part of offshore racing with Volvo race yachts using it
for round the world racing.

Crichton said his new boat had extra carbon fibre in
the deck, so he believed it would also be more resilient
to damage from crashing off a wave as apparently caused
the damage to Konica Minolta.

Alex Simonis said he felt very strongly that canting
keels could be as safe as normal keels, but agreed with
Pugh that the technology required a lot more
engineering and research.

For a start, Simonis said, varying set ups could affect
the reliability of hydraulic systems. For example,
hydraulic cylinders used to cant the keel could be on one
side or both sides of the assembly.

Simonis didn't favour having cylinders on only.one
side, because it would require further extension of
hydraulic cylinders which were most vulnerable when
extended and least vulnerable when pulled in. Were the
cylinders fully extended when a boat fell off a wave, the
impact could cause deformation of the cylinders, or

other damage which could prevent the keel being
moved back to the centre position.

Once loose, he said, the violent swinging of a keel
would be likely to be arrested by coming into contact
with some solid structure. That force would be likely to
be too high for the bearing attachments to handle and
fatigue could set in quickly resulting in the bottom
bearing failing.

With one of the bearings gone the keel would fall out
and the boat would invert 180 degrees.

Simonis said he believed the best approach was to
have two cylinders on either side of the keel.

He said that if the system was designed with redun-
dancy in mind, even if one cylinder was damaged as
described above, the crew could bypass it and use the
other on that side to put the keel in the centre.

Simonis said that although the ABS rules for offshore
racing yachts were written well before canting
keels came on the scene, they did deal with keels and
keel attachments.

“Our approach is that the whole canting keel mecha-
nism is a form of keel attachment in terms of the ABS
rule and as such all parts have to comply to a
minimum safety factor of 2.55 as described in the rules
for keel attachments.

“Two point five, five as a safety factor is in principle
fine for static structures but a canting keel is a moving
structure and as such needs higher factors for those
parts which move such as cylinders and hinges etc.

“For the hydraulics we use a safety factor of seven
which leaves, after redundancy [(if one of the two
cylinders fails], a safety factor of 3.5 which we regard as
sufficient to operate the keel and put it in a safe position
on the centre line.”

There were also redundancy mechanisms built in the
hydraulic operating system.

Simonis said canting keel design was complex and
required attention to detail. This included the selection
of the steel, which was very important as the strength
of high tensile steel was affected by cold, an important
factor in a yachting application.

Simonis Voogd had spent about three months work-
ing with the Swedish Steel manufacturer SSAB to come
to an acceptable material specification and an actual
product which met those specs, and this had then been
tested in a model application.

“Again we looked back at the original ABS rules in
order not to violate the principle of a keel and or a keel
attachment,” he said.

“Although ABS asks for an ultimate limit of 390 MPa
to be used as the maximum vyield strength for steel, the
modern alloys such as Weldox produced by SSAB go
many times beyond that.

“In Nicorettes case we used a material which was
certified at 920 MPA to a temperature of -40Kj. With a
minimum safety factor of 2.55, it brings it down to
360 MPA as an actual static stress allowance.
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There’s a case for satellite phones as marine safety communications links

The capsize of the super maxi Skandia should lead to
satellite telephones becoming an essential safety feature
for future Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Races according
to the yacht’s owner, Grant Wharington.

From the moment he stepped ashore after he and his
15-man crew were rescued from two life rafts in Bass
Strait, Wharington praised the Globalstar mobile
satellite phone he had used while trying to save the $4
million yacht. Wharington also used the phone from
the life raft to assure family and friends onshore that
everyone was safe and awaiting rescue. The yacht cap-
sized when the mechanism controlling its 14 tonne
canting keel failed and the keel detached from the hull.

“Having the satellite phone was like having another
communications station on board,” Wharington said.
“But it was better than that because while others were
handling official communications via radio with Race
Headquarters regarding our situation, I was able to use
the phone independent of them. Because it was mobile
I'was able to walk around the boat while speaking to the
shore team, boat builder and the boat designer, asking
them “what can we do?” I was explaining to them the
situation with the keel as I saw it so we could work out
what the consequences might be. I needed to check on
every option available to us.”

Wharington added that what made his task consider-
ably easier was the clarity of the Globalstar system and
the absence of the frustrating conversation delay that
he had experienced on other satellite systems: “It was
quite amazing. It was so clear you couldn’t tell the
difference between satellite and CODMA.”

As a consequence of his experience with the
Globalstar system, Wharington will propose to race
organisers at the CYCA that they accept satellite
phones as part of the communications safety package
for future Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Races: “One of
the complaints I've had for many years in relation to the
mandatory reporting from Green Cape, before entering
Bass Strait, is that a minor accident aboard the boat can
lead to the HF radio aerial or something else being
damaged, making your HF radio inoperative. That

WWWOFFSHOREYACHTING.COM.AU

means under the rules you cannot continue racing even
though both the boat and crew are 100 per cent
operational. The fact is that there are now many other
efficient forms of communications available, like the
satellite phone, so why should your race be over just
because your HF radio doesnt work? I can see this
satellite telephone technology taking over from HF
radio in the future.”

Globalstar, an Australian-owned company that spon-
sored the television coverage of the Hobart Race start,
loaned satellite phones to a number of competitors to
enhance the media coverage of the classic. “The Skandia
incident went way beyond what we were expecting from
the race by proving the system’s worth as an all-weather
safety communications provider,” Globalstar’s managing
director, Peter Bolger, said. “It confirmed once more the
communications and safety benefits we now provide
over Australia’s entire maritime region, especially
through the recent expansion of our offshore footprint
to take in New Zealand, New Caledonia and up to 500
nautical miles into the Southern and Indian Oceans.”

Bolger added that other Rolex Sydney Hobart Race
yacht owners had experienced first hand through the use
of the Globalstar phones how effective and inexpensive
voice and data satellite communications have become.
Globalstar ‘Mobile everywhere’ rates were now as low as
30 cents per 30 seconds, and incoming calls were free,
making Globalstar comparable with regular mobile
phone providers. Globalstar also offered satellite phones
that automatically locked into a cellular system when in
range of the coastal network.

Of added importance for boat owners interested in a
Globalstar phone is the Federal Government’s $1,500
Satellite Mobile Phone Subsidy, which is available to
approved applicants who live, work or operate a business
in an area not served by terrestrial GSM or CDMA
mobile networks, including offshore
For more information on the Globalstar ‘Mobile
everywhere’ satellite telephone system please contact
Derek Merdith on (07) 5630 3000.

Email: derek. merdith@globalstar.com.au
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Although Sydney is known for hosting world class sport-
ing events, the March 1-4 2005 Rolex Farr 40 World
Championship regatta, to be hosted by the CYCA, will
be the first time the premier event for this popular class
of one design offshore racers has been held in Australia.

It promises to be a memorable series with top sailors from
the US, Italy, France, Norway, Denmark and New Zealand
competing with the Australian fleet after many of the
competitors have completed a long build-up through the
Rolex Trophy series and the Rolex Sydney Hobart Race.

These events have shown that the local boats are on the
pace and that the visitors who have spent time working
up their boats here won't be giving away much in
local advantage.

Racing is planned for off Sydney Heads and if required
inside Sydney Harbour; in other words, right where
many of the visitors and local competitors have been
competing since early December last year.

Internationally renowned Principal Race Officer Peter
‘Luigi’ Reggio will direct the on water action with
the assistance of local Race Officer Denise Thompson. The
CYCA will host the two major lead-up regattas,
the Australian Championship and the Pre-Worlds regatta,
as well as the World Championship regatta.

Form guide

Three of the previous six world champions of the class
will be competing in Sydney with two times winner and
current title holder Jim Richardson keen to add another
title to his collection.

Australia’s John Calvert Jones will be keen to bring the
title back to Australian shores after taking it from Jim
Richardson’s home port of Newport, Rhode Island, in
2000. Calvert Jones will have Grant Simmer, Alinghi’s
team manager for the 2007 America’s Cup as tactitian.

The 2003 winners Massimo Mezzaroma and Antonio
Sodo Migliori with Nerone can be expected to make their
presence felt among the fleet. The same can be said for
Hasso Plattner’s Morning Glory, which is scheduled to
have ex-Alinghi skipper Russell Coutts as tactician.

Among the locals, current Mumm 30 World
Champions and Farr 40 class regulars Richard Perini and
his Ewolution team have been sailing well in recent
Australian Farr 40 regattas along with one of the
earliest owners in Australia Marcus Blackmore. Perini
will sail with a number of his crew from the Mumm 30

wn on the

rld Championship
what goes into
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World Championship Series. Marcus Blackmore’s
Emotional Hooligan crew is comprises a number of the
Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club’s winning Admiral’s Cup
team from 2003.

Current Australian class President Matt Allen, who is
current Australian Offshore Champion, will be racing
his aptly named Ichi Ban — number one in Japanese. Class
stalwart Lang Walker will also be competing with his
navy hulled Kokomo.

There will be a number of new owners among the
Australians with Chris Meehan, Ivan Wheen, Andy
Offord and Matthew Short all joining the class this
season. Steve O’'Rourke’s Panther with its distinct
turquoise hull will race along with the notorious Leroy
Brown owned by Warren Weickmann.

Neville Crichton plans to take a break from super
maxi racing to steer his Team Shockwave, while South
Australia’s David Urry will compete with his silver hulled
boat War Games and Victorian David Gotze will be on
the start line with Brighton Star.

Vincenzo Onorato, skipper of Mascalzone Latino, will
take time out from his America’s Cup Challenge to steer
his Farr 40 of the same name, Mascalzone Latino trans-
lates to ‘Latin Rascals’ and the gladiator symbol the team
uses is from one of Onorato’s favourite Italian comics.

Europe will be well represented with Norway’s Eivind
Astrup steering Norwegian Steam and Twins 2 from
France to be helmed by Erik Maris. Another Italian rep-
resentative will be 7W T with Marco Rodolfi at the helm,

The US will be represented by Philippe Kahn’s Pegasus
and Steve Howe’s War Path from the west coast fleet and
Phish Food helmed by Alexis Michas and Solution John
Thompson from the east coast fleet.

New Zealand will be represented by Bobdys Girl
owned by John Melville.

It looks like being a series to remember!

FARR 40 ONE DESIGN

DESIGNER: Farr Yacht Design

LOA: 12.41M g4o0.72ft
DWL: 10.75m 35.27ft
BEAM: 4.03m 13.22ft
DRAFT: 2.6om 8.53ft
DISPL: 4945kg 10,902lb
BALLAST: 2250kg 4960lb
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The CYCA intends to look at re-establishment of a
slipway sometime in the future. However, such a move
would be quite costly for the Club given the need to
meet tough environmental guidelines. Any new facility
would have to be the modern hardstand/Travel-Lift
arrangement and that would involve a very substantial
investment, assuming a site could be found. However,
the club still has the issue on the agenda, says Vice
Commodore, Roger Hickman.

What does the future hold?

So are there any plans for improved facilities® The
NSW Government is aware there is a shortage of good
boat repair/service facilities on the Harbour. That’s why
it announced a “‘Working Harbour’ strategy prior to the
2000 Olympic Games. At that time they identified
Rozelle (next to the Anzac Bridge) as a potential
superyacht berthing facility and modern boatyard. The
Government has since earmarked Blackwattle Bay,
Homebush Bay and the old Woolwich Dock as poten-
tial sites for boat repair/service centres.

The facility proposed by the NSW Maritime
Authority (ex-Waterways) for Rozelle Bay is now well
advanced on paper. The proposal is at the tender step
and detailed planning is underway. Despite this, the
project faces a few hurdles, including a resident group
that opposes the idea of a large boatyard and increased
commercial activity.

With Rozelle Bay designated as a superyacht marina,
it is intended that the boatyard to be developed nearby
would be able to handle boats up to superyacht size and
would include good under-cover work areas. We can
only hope this does become a reality.

In the meantime, some of the traditional rail-slip
yards are responding to demand by improving their
facilities and work practices. Most are involved in an
industry partnership plan to meet the tougher new envi-
ronmental guidelines. They are coming up with some
interesting and clever ways to trap clean-down waste.

WWW.OFFSHOREYACHTING.COM.AU

Most of the rail-slip yachts cope quite well with
yachts up to the 40-foot mark, or bigger if the yachts are
older style with relatively shallow draft.

The problem facing traditional slips is being able to
meet the tough marine environmental protection rules
that came into effect in 1997. Basically these rules state
that you can’t pollute the water at all. And that is much
easier to achieve on a modern hardstand with a flat
surface and central sump pits. Collected waste is simply
trucked off to a designated disposal site.

Owners of traditional slips use a variety of means,
including floating booms, to meet Environment
Protection Agency rules, but they are under long-term
pressure to upgrade to modern hardstand facilities. That
costs big money and with open tender processes now
applying to foreshore leases they cannot be assured they
will be able to continue to operate at current sites.

This situation has understandably got the boatyard/
marina industry worried and operators are currently
trying to get a more equitable deal out of the
Government for leaseholders.

Rising costs

And so to the costs of slipping. The increasing costs of
slipping and servicing boats are only partly driven by
supply and demand.

Costs are also driven by the requirements of land
owners to gain high enough profits to justify allowing
their land to continue to be used for boat maintenance.

Boat yards have also been affected by significant rises
in insurance premiums. As a result of this and Work
Cover requirements, many yards now ban owners and
their crews from doing their own work, a traditional
method for boat owners to make savings.

Some yards may, however, still allow owners to work
on their boats.

River Quays manager Clayton Mayfield says his yard
allows owners to do their own work, provided they are
experienced boaties and conform to Work Cover and
EPA requirements. But the yard reserves the right to say
no to an owner.

Mayfield agrees that slipping costs have gone up, but
says this is only in line with the added costs faced by the
business. In fact, his yard’s current rate of $4 per
foot/per day (plus GST) seems quite reasonable and
probably explains why the yard is attracting a lot of
business up from the main harbour.

River Quays hopes to soon have plans approved to
extend its present 20-berth marina to a modern 85-
berth facility. This would certainly help to secure the
long-term viability of the yard and provide some much
needed extra berthing space for Sydney boat owners.

Mayfield also dispels rumours that the marina is to be
snapped up for residential development. He says the
present owners are fully committed to the facility
remaining a marine service business. However, he
admits that the situation is tough for many marinas on
Sydney Harbour, particularly if they don't have a free-
hold ‘foothold’ like River Quays.

OPPOSITE PAGE: TRADITIONAL
SLIPS ARE FINE FOR
TRADITION HULL SHAPES
WHICH CAN STAND ON THEIR
KEELS AND BE SUPPORTED BY
SIDE ARMS.

LEFT: ATRAVEL-LIFT AT
NOAKES” MILSONS POINT
YARD COPES EFFICIENTLY
WITH A MODERN YACHT
WHICH CANNOT SUPPORT ITS
WEIGHT ON TS KEEL AND
NEEDS TO BE SUPPORTED
UNDER THE HULL

PHOTOS: JAMES HILL
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GOES LIKE
A CUT SNAKE

Barry Tranter test sails an eagerly awaited new locally built product, the Sydney 39CR,
and finds it to be a very different craft that can’t easily be pigeonholed

It had taken a couple of years and a lot of sailing but at
last T was getting confident of my judgment of the
makeup of the modern IRC cruiser/racer. I knew the
idiosyncrasies of most of the boats on the market, their
strong points and weak points.

Most were European and between them they had
managed to define the type. All were quick and attractive
boats, well fitted-out, easy to sail. Each designer had a
slightly different take on how much cruiser went into the
design mix, and how much racer. Nuances, you might say.

And then along came Sydney Yachts’ 39CR.

The inspiration for the locally built new boat came
from a potential Sydney 38 customer who said he would
prefer a roomier interior and cockpit seats. The Sydney
Yachts brainstrust, including designers Murray, Burns
and Dovell, decided this was not a bad idea so, to the
Sydney 38 hull, keel and rudder they added a new
deck/cockpit moulding and cruiser/racer interior. The
rig, too, is the same, only the spinnakers on the 39 are
jib-headed rather than masthead as on the 38.

Basing a new boat on an existing craft which is the
performance benchmark in many east coast fleets can’t

hurt your chances of

getting it right. The

Sydney 39CR’s numbers

show an extremely low

displacement/length

ratio that combines with
a high ballast ratio (45 per cent, much higher than the
norm) and a high sail area/displacement ratio to tell you
this should be a stiff, fast boat.

The owner of our test boat had added an autopilot
and pushpit-mounted barbecue, thus matching the
requirements of a growing number of sailors who want
to race twilights, some pointscores and aspire to the
shorter coastal races, but for whom Sunday social sailing

is equally important. This boat’s specs recognise a -

reality of modern yachting: that in this time-precious era
owners do not spend weeks cruising local waterways.
And because time is precious, yachts cannot dominate
an owner’s time. They must be easy to own.

“Sailing has developed a sort of takeaway mentality,”
says Sydney Yachts’ Martin Thompson. “People want to
jump on board, burn around for two hours, hose the boat
down and go home. For many that is the week’s sailing
experience.

“They also don't want to phone around for a crew, so
there may be four or 14 on board. If it is raining and only
three crew turn up (as on our short sail), they can take
the boat out happily and, because there are no runners or
genoas, they don't need gorillas to tack. If 14 turn up the
39 has the cockpit and sidedeck space for everyone to
enjoy themselves.”

At $395,000 for the base boat, the Sydney 39CR is
not cheap.

“Our challenge is to educate people that the boat is
good value because we build to higher standards than
other production builders and our boats go like a cut
snake. We want to be a high-performance, boutique
builder,” says Thompson.

Nuts & bolts

Part of the price is spent on race-fairing the keel and rud-
der and performance aids like Vectran halyards and sheets
and Spectra spinnaker halyards. The idea is to make sure
the boats are race-ready and that owners will not have to
spend more to optimise. Winches are Harken, the auxil-
iary is a 30hp Yanmar with saildrive and two-blade Briski
folding prop.

Hull and deck are cored with high-density foam in
high-load areas. A grid of unidirectional glass picks up
the loads imposed by keel, engine beds and rudder and
runs right through to the transom. Bulkheads and furni-
ture are bonded into the structure. The 39 has the trade-
mark Sydney Yachts carbon fibre chainplates which are
bonded into the hull, creating a wide shroud base good
for mast support and easy passage along the sidedecks.

“They are more expensive to build,” says Thompson,
“but nothing penetrates the deck. Australia is a windy
place and even in a harbour in 25 knots of breeze you will
get water on deck. If nothing penetrates the deck you
don’t end up with stained timberwork in the interjor.
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THE UNDERWATER
PROFILE OF THE
CR39 1S LITTLE
DIFFERENT TO

THE SYDNEY 38
ONE DESIGN

in the cockpit so the crew could work it comfortably.

In the past 10 years yacht steering systems have
improved out of sight. The 39CR has a composite quad-
rant on the custom rudder stock driven by Vectran
cables, chain and sprocket.

Steering a responsive boat to windward in smooth
water is one of life’s great joys, and at this the Sydney
39CR is about as good as it gets (as is the Sydney 32).

Sublime responsiveness

Although this boat was fitted with an autopilot, making
the steering heavier than standard according to
Thompson, the 39’s responsiveness was sublime.

That huge trademark Sydney Yachts composite wheel
is nicely-geared (not as fast as some but speed is not as
important as precision) and beautifully sharp. The
large diameter keeps the helmsman well outboard,
perfectly supported by the moulded foot supports. A
low net spans the cockpit to keep the spaghetti out of
the wheel well.

And what a view! From the steering position you can
see not only the headsail tufts but the entire headsail.
You can also see about 340 degrees of the seascape,
thanks to the small headsail. And, because of the head~
sail size, one person can tack it easily, releasing and
sheeting-on in a smooth sequence.

Thompson trims the main on the electric winch and
we are enjoying the boat’s social sailing attributes.

But a modern cruiser racer has to be Jekyll and Hyde;
this razor-sharp boat, fitted as it is with autopilot
and electric winch, can be tacked and manoeuvred by
one person while another person in the cockpit can
remain undisturbed.

A near-sister of the Sydney 38 will obviously sail fast.
Thompson reckons the 39 is good for 7.2 to 7.3 knots
upwind with 15 knots or so on the clock.

“With all that lead down there, when they’re on the
wind new guys tend to sail too fast,” he says. “Because

the boat does not tend to round up under pressure in a -

breeze they go faster instead of pointing. When it gets
to 25 knots we don't go faster, we go higher.”

In fact, Sydney Yachts uses the polars from the 38
because it is essentially the same boat. Because of the

39CR’s smaller kites the downwind numbers are half a
knot slower than the 38s.

Both 39CRs currently sailing carry only two jibs, one
of the benefits of the non-overlapping rig. A top-end

~ race wardrobe may include four: light, medium and

medium-heavy (all the same size) and a No. 4.

“The No. 4 is like an old No. 3 because the main
blades out so much,” says Thompson. “We would only
use the medium-heavy inshore and the light offshore.
The jibs last a long time because they’re battened, and
they’re not like old-style genoas which back against the

* spreaders and go round-backed.”

John and Lyndall Bacon, owners of Hussy (the boat
shown here) took her north for the Whitsunday race
series. She won the cruising class in the Hog’s Breath
series, wearing her original Norths Pentex gear,
intended as the cruising and twilight sails. Their Norths
3DL gear is still to come.

“I think we have shown the 39CR is competitive
under IRC in both light and heavy conditions,” they
said at the end of the series.

But they were equally impressed by the trip back to
Sydney. “The passage from Southport to Sydney was
done two-handed in just 43 hours, averaging nearly
10 knots in running conditions in 24 to 40 knots of
northerlies. Apart from the occasional steer for fun the
B&G (Brookes & Gatehouse) pilot steered the boat
without fault the whole way.”

You can work out for yourself where you figure the
39CR fits into the cruiser/racer equation or decide it is
the first of an entirely new category

SYDNEY 39CR

LOA 11.735m

LWL 10.75m
Beamondeck 3.75m

Draught 2.65m
Displacement  5800kg approx

Sail area (main & foretriangle)

87sqm
Fuel 120 litres
Auxiliary 3ohp Yanmar diesel with
saildrive
Propeller Two-blade Briski folding prop
Price: $395,000 {see text)
IRC Rating 1.107 (approx)

For more information, contact Sydney Yachts International,
14 Mitala St., Newport.

PO Box 992, Newport, NSW 2106.

Phone (02) 9979 8044.
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HOBART RACE
IN PIC1URES

EXHIBMON  In the lead up to the 60th Rolex Sydney
OFPTﬁEL:SEs? Hobart Yacht Race, the CYCA hosted an

SYDNEY HopagT  Ipressive exhlbitx.on telling the story of the race in
VACHTRACE  story boards featuring News Ltd photos.

Research for the text was started by a sub-committee
of the CYCA’s Archives Committee, while News Ltd
staff worked on the photo side of the project.

The end result was a stunning display of black &
white and colour photo boards, one for each year.

News Ltd and freelance photographer and CYCA
Member Ian Mainsbridge, who photographed his 40th

Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race
in 2004, played a guiding role in
the photo selection.

“At nearly five hours per story
board, close to 300 hours went into
creating the photo montages
alone,” said Mainsbridge.

The text was written by Club
historians including David Colfelt, Frank Sticovich and
Archives Committee Chairman Rod Skellet.

The exhibition also included a continuous DVD of
the 50th Anniversary Race with additional footage of
the 2002 and 2003 Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Races.

A duplicate of the story boards was sent to Hobart for
an exhibition at the Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania’s
Rolex Race Information Centre which was supported
by the Hobart Mercury. — Lisa Ratcliff

MOLONEY IN THE ATLANTIC

As this issue of Offshore Yachting went to
press, Nick Moloney, sailing Skandia
(formerly Kingfisher) in the Vendee
Globe single handed round the world
race, was in the Atlantic at last.

The race was being led by Vincent
Riou sailing PRB, but he was only about
130 nautical miles ahead of several other
boats with the doldrums still to be
crossed and 4,000 miles to go to the
finish at Les Sables d’Olonne, France.

Moloney rounded Cape Horn in
seventh place at about midnight on

I 15 January after cutting the lead of sixth

placed Jean Pierre Dick sailing Virbac-Paprec by about

NICK MOLONEY'S . . . |
SKANDIA - MOLONEY 100 miles in the previous week. For much of that time
SURVIVED ACOMPLETE  Dick had been sailing under headsail only as he had a
KNOCKDOWNINTHE  hroken boom but he still made good progress and was
SOUTHERN OCEAN

500 miles ahead after Moloney rounded the cape.
Moloney, meanwhile, had his own problems generat-

ing power to charge his batteries needed for radio

contact to receive vital weather information. He feared

power charging would use up his remaining fuel.

After rounding Cape Horn Moloney radioed: “It was
great to pass. I could not see it [Cape Horn], but I have
seen it twice before ... it was the most memorable
passing because it was very rough with huge waves ...
and there was 48 knots; it was a very wild place.”

Moloney still has a chance of overhauling Dick but
his main objective now is simply to finish the race.

On 15 December, Moloney survived a complete
knockdown in the Southern Ocean. After a long night
in which winds peaked at 65 knots the knockdown came
just after daybreak as the boat was hitting speeds of up
to 20 knots under just a staysail. Skandia was bowled
over by a powerful breaking wave rolling the boat right
over to what Moloney estimated was 130 degrees. With
the mast well and truly under water, the view from the
cabin windows was of solid green water.

The boat righted herself quickly, and, amazingly,
apparent damage was restricted to broken lazyjacks
and, more seriously, the loss of both masthead wands
rendering the windspeed instruments inoperative.
— Adrian Herbert

WA'S HAMILTON ISLAND

From 26 boats in its inaugural year in 2003, Western Australia’s
Geographe Bay Race Week has quickly grown. Over one hundred
boats are expected this year.

Situated just over 100 nautical miles south of Fremantle, the
waters of Geographe Bay provide an ideal location for a major inter-
national yachting event. With a packed social calendar planned, the
2005 Race Week should combine pristine sailing conditions with
the charms of the South West region of Western Australia.

Held from Port Geographe, Busselton, from 25 February to
4 March, this event is reputed to be fast becoming the major yacht-
ing week in the west and Western Australia’s equivalent to Hamilton
Island Race Week. — Sebastien Destremeau

68

MORE THAN TUNA

Port Lincoln is probably best known to Sydney yachting enthu-
siasts as the home of Australia’s biggest tuna fishing fleet. But
Port Lincoln now has a fleet of seven new Sydney 32s.

Situated at the tip of the Eyre Peninsular, Port Lincoln is the
destination for South Australia’s major race from Adelaide and
the base for the followng five-race Port Lincoln Week regatta.
The Adelaide Port Lincoln race starts on 25 February.

Mariner Boating Holidays has chartered the newest boat in
Port Lincoln’s Sydney 32 fleet and packaged it with accommo-
dation in the Lincoln Marina complex to make for a great week
of middle distance and short course racing for a crew of six.
—Trevor Joyce
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