







































































the racing divisions and ensuring a great time for the
cruising divisions.

The two most impressive classes during the week
were the large yachts of Class A — the class with the
most competitors — and the multihull class which
dominated Line Honours wins.

David Walling and his team on Whispering Jack
finished on top of a strong fleet of 26 boats in the
Premier Offshore Division (Class A).

The crew of Whispering Jack, achieved a first, a
second, a fourth, a fifth and a fourteenth place. Late
in the regatta they did not think their results would
guarantee them the Class A trophy. Their consistency,
however, paid off and Whispering Jack snatched victory
in the last race with the top four boats each finishing up
within four points.

A delighted Walling said: “We had a fantastic battle
among the four of us and winning the event is a dream
result. Racing was so close with Balance, Steel de Breeze
and Varying Depth. It was unbelievable. Geographe Bay
offers some amazing sailing conditions with completely
flat water even when the sea-breeze is blowing at
25-plus knots.”

Toby Clark’s catamaran Time Raider stunned observers
with its superior boat speed in all wind conditions. Time
Raider finished more than an hour ahead of its nearest rival
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in most of the races. The handicap winner in the multi-hull
class was, however, Triumph, owned by Roger Harrison.

The week provided great comradeship, good fun and
great memories as well as good sailing. A number of
sailors showed signs of the social program taking its
toll during the week but protested their sore heads had
nothing to do with the festivities of the night before!

The non-stop social program included an opening
ceremony conducted by the race week patron, former
Premier Richard Court; a 1970s ‘Love Boat’ party held
on the Saturday night attended by more than 250 guests;
a ‘Sunday Session’ held at the marina tavern featuring
local band Reef Raff; a food and wine tasting exposition
provided on the Tuesday for the crews while the skippers
attended an official dinner with the event sponsors; an
hilarious ‘Geographe Bay Ido!’ competition and karaoke
contest at the tavern; the traditional Family Picnic Race
on the Thursday and a huge barbeque organised to feed
the hungry masses at the closing awards ceremony held
on the Friday night.

All in all, the 2005 Geographe Bay Race Week was
once again an overwhelming success. The organisers
are already gearing up for the 2006 edition and lovers
of sailing and socialising are tipping this next series to
establish the event firmly as the West Coast’s eauivalent
to Queensland’s premier yacht racing week

























underlining attraction of Hahn Premium Race Week is
spelt out in the welcoming invitation on the opening page
of the Hamilton Island Yacht Club's website:

“Come to the Whitsundays this winter for a week of
great racing (in your shorts and t-shirt). The parties are
legendary, and a good time is assured.”

from? That is the great mystery of the Airlie Beach
Hog’s Breath Race Week which will precede racing
at Hamilton Island. In Airlie Beach in August, you can
pick out southern sailors by their tropical shirts. But

J ust where do all those lurid tropical shirts come

where do they get them? Surely they aren’t in stock
anywhere south of the Tropic of Capricorn in the
months leading up to the event?

Love them or loathe them, the shirts help set the
scene. Hog’s Breath Race Week has become known
internationally as Queensland’s ‘tropical shirt regatta’
and a winter escape for the best sailors from around the
nation and across ‘the ditch’in New Zealand.

Of course, the word winter is never mentioned in
this part of the world; the seasons are instead classified
as dry and wet or warm and warmer.

The locals can’t undersell the delights of their endless
summer conditions because Airlie Beach, the mainland
gateway to the Whitsunday Islands, is one of the most
picturesque destinations on the Australian coast and
is growing in stature as a major international tourist
destination.

Sailors return each year to get a top up of sunshine
and enjoy the unique hospitality of Airlie ... oh yes, and
to compete in Hog’s Breath Race Week.

The origins of the event are now a sailing legend.
Described by his best mates as a human dynamo, Don
Algie was living in Jindabyne in the Snowy Mountains
when he got serious about providing himself with a life
of sailing and sun. No doubt the chill air helped the
thought process.

Algie thought up the concept of the Hog’s Breath
Café chain which has since spread through Australia
and New Zealand. The success of the cafes enabled him
to devote much of his time to introducing others to his
favourite Airlie Beach — Pioneer Bay area. And by the
time Algie became involved in organising Airlie Beach
Sailing Week he didn't have to look for a sponsor.

With the equally fanatical ex-pat Californian Miles
Wood, Algie launched Hog’s Breath Cruising Race
Week, under the burgee of the Whitsunday Sailing
Club, in 1989.

Word soon spread that Hog’s Breath Race Week,
although launched as a cruising event, offered serious
but enjoyable racing plus serious hospitality.

The event quickly grew from being a local community
event to an international tourism drawcard.

Record numbers are expected for this year’s 16th
event but the founders, local volunteers and the
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race management team will work to ensure the fun
atmosphere is retained.

Hog’s Breath Race Week was initially held after
Hahn Premium Hamilton Island Race Week but Algie
and the event committee sensibly decided to move
their dates forward to make Hog’s Breath Race Week a
warm-up series for Australia’s premier winter regatta.

This year, the event runs 11-18 August. Early entries
include a large number of repeat entries plus a group of
interesting new starters.

Dr Ian Nicholson
plans to return with his
recently launched Dubois
80 Intrigue while, in the
very competitive IRC
class, Stephen Ainsworth
expects to compete after
taking delivery of his new
Reichel-Pugh 60.

Local competition

Another of the larger craft will be Algie’s immaculately
prepared Warwick 66 Storm 2, which he will race with
his wife Ginger and friends.

The Sydney 38 One Design class, which has held
three Australian titles off Airlie Beach, will be strongly
represented. Stephen Kulmar has entered Shining Sea
while dual Sydney Hobart Yacht Race winner Lou
Abrahams of Victoria is expected to contest his sixth
consecutive Hog’s Breath Race Week with his new
Sydney 38 Challenge.

There should also be a local boat among the
Sydney 38s. Wayne Kirkpatrick and a talented crew
plan to represent the Hamilton Island Cruising Yacht
with Asylum.

Kirkpatrick’s crew will incorporate young local
sailors including Aaron Linton and Aaron Cole. Linton,
who usually helms a 49er skiff, has a very good local
knowledge of Pioneer Bay.

The quality of the fleet suggests good racing in all
classes with a number of North Queensland club crews
looking forward to the opportunity to test their boat
speed against southern states visitors. Among them
should be last year’s Boss Hog trophy winner Craig
Piccinelli with Webbly Boot.

Apart from keel boats, the event will include Formula
18 catamarans which will contest their 2005 Australian
championship series on their own inshore courses.

Local race management officials Tim Parker and
Jim Hayes have again agreed to support Principal Race
Officer Tony Denham, whose experience includes being
a Sydney 2000 Olympic regatta official.

Hog’s Breath Race Week is popular with those who
need to cater for non-sailing family members. Airlie
offers a range of good accommodation in various price
categories, the surrounding area has plenty of interesting
places to visit and there is a good range of restaurants,
some not frequented by men in lurid shirts
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on that stretch of the coastline. I was taken aback to be
told 1948!

So much has changed since my first visit.

Today, many visitors fly in by jet aircraft directly to
Hamilton Island or to Mackay or Proserpine. From
Hamilton Island it is possible to travel by ferry to
Schute Harbour or any of the island resorts.

Today’s charterers have a wide range of boats to
chose from including popular modern overseas designed
yachts such as Bavarias, Jeanneaus, Catalinas and
Beneteaus as well as roomy fast cruising catamarans.

Airlie is now the bustling centre of the area’s tourist
industry and offers a wide range of accommodation,
restaurants, cafes and bars,

Abel Point Marina at Airlie and Schute Harbour are
the bases of a number of boat charter operations, dive
centres and other boating based businesses while the
resort centre Hamilton Island is also the base for a bare
boat charter operation.

improved fleet

In the past few years there has been a reduction in the
number of private investor owned boats in the charter
fleets. This is a result of the Australian Taxation Office
clamping down on investor-owned boats which it
deemed were not genuine business investments and
therefore could not generate tax deductions.

This has made it harder to find discount charter rates
but it has also resulted in an improvement in the quality
of the overall fleet,

There has also been some consolidation among the
boat operators. About five years ago, two of the major
bareboat operators in the Whitsundays, Whitsunday
Rent A Yacht (WRAY) and Australian Bareboat
Charters, were united under the one ownership and
now trade as Whitsunday Rent A Yacht Pty Ltd.

A wholly Australian owned business, WRAY now
claims to operate the biggest fleet and widest variety of
bareboat charter vessels in Australia.

WRAY operates a fleet of 38 vessels ranging in size
from 28 feet to 50 feet offering from two to 12 berths.
The monohull fleet includes Bavarias from Germany,
Beneteaus from France and Catalina and Hunter
designs from the US. The fleet also includes Australian
designed and built catamarans such as Seawind, Perry,
Lightwave and Venturer designs.

WRAY has operated from its private jetty at Snows
Beach, Schute Harbour, for more than 24 years.

These facilities underwent major changes in 2002
with the construction of new premises including a

charterers lounge, a conference room, tourist shop,
administration offices and a secure storage room.

There is also now a timber sun deck overlooking
picturesque Schute Harbour where charterers can
relax outdoors and enjoy light refreshments prior to
their departure.

Road access and car parking has also been upgraded
and a walkway built to connect the base to the nearby
Schute Harbour commercial jetty.

The 1982-built WRAY jetty has been upgraded to
include a fueling pontoon. The company also owns and
operates its own slipway.

Sunsail on Hamilton Island is part of an international
charter boat company and has a fleet of 30 luxury yachts
and catamarans ranging in size from 32 to 50 feet.

Almost half of these yachts were introduced into the
fleet over the last two years as part of a major upgrade
and justify Sunsail’s claim to have the most modern
sailing charter fleet.

Sunsail’s popular sailing school facility has also been
improved this year with the introduction of a variety of
Royal Yachting Association (RYA) courses to its syllabus.
The RYA courses include the popular Competent Crew
course, Day Skipper (Practical) and Coastal Skipper
Certificates. The Sailing School also offers a range
of leisure courses including Introduction to Sailing
plus commercial courses such as the Restricted Radio
Operators Certificate of Proficiency and Elements of
Shipboard Safety & Fire Fighting.

Sunsail is offering a special Freedom Deal to give
extra value to bookings outside the peak demand
July, August, September period. New bookings made
for dates until the end of June attract up to four
nights without charge.

You pay for five nights and get a sixth night free,
pay for seven nights and get two extra nights free, pay
for seven nights and get two extra nights free, or pay
for ten nights and get four extra nights free. (Note that
conditions apply to this deal.)

For those planning a Whitsunday sailing holiday
later this year, Sunsail offers another special deal:
15 per cent off the normal rate of all November charters,
if booked prior to 31 July.

Charter Yachts Australia, based at Abel Point
Marina, has a fleet that includes the Beneteau 41,
Hanse 371, Catalina 350, Catalina 34 and Catalina 32
monohull yachts plus sailing catamarans Seawind 1200,
Seawind 100, Lightwave and Parallax 38.

By September, Cumberland Charter Yachts (CCY),
which is also based at Abel Point Marina, will have 25
yachts in its fleet.

New additions this year (reflecting growing demand
for catamarans) are two luxury 43-foot imported Perry
cats and a locally built Fusion 40. CCY staff told me the
Perrys have air conditioning and three toilets (heads to
us). The cat fleet also includes practical and economical
Seawind 1000s and a few other choices in between
these and the Perrys.
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With the continuation of the Admiral’s Cup now very much in doubt,

Adrian Herbert looks back to the 1970s. This was a period during which the
series became notorious for optimised ratings as well as light winds, but the
latter was to change dramatically and tragically at the end of the decade

fter winning the series in 1967, Australia was
Athe team to beat at the 1969 Admiral’s Cup.
This time the team was Ted Kaufman’s
self-designed Mercedes 111, Syd Fischer’s Sparkman &
Stephens designed 48ft Ragamuffin, and Koomooloo, a
slightly large version of Mercedes III also designed by
Ted Kaufman and owned by Denis O'Neil.

Ragamuffin won the Channel race and then placed
seventh and third in races on the Solent. Koomooloo was
sixth and fourth in the Solent races and Mercedes III
thirteenth and third.

This took the Australians into the triple scoring
Fastnet race with a narrow lead. The race started in light
winds but the fleet soon met fresher conditions that
were more to the Australians’ liking.

With the Cup boats around Fastnet Rock and on
their way back to Plymouth it looked like the Australians
were heading for a repeat win. Ragamuffin was close
to the front of the pack and Koomooloo and Mercedes
IIT were well placed. Then the breeze gradually faded
eventually, dropping out altogether for many boats.

Ragamuffin stayed within the dying breeze to finish
second but the other two Australian boats were left
drifting, creeping and often, when the tide was against
them, losing ground. Frustratingly for the Australians,
some of the other Admiral’s Cup boats found themselves
in patches of breeze and slipped past.

The UK team was also caught in calms, but the
US team fared better and finished the race, and the
series, 14 points ahead of the Australians.

In 1971 the team was Ragamuffin, Arthur Byrne’s
similar S&S boat Salacia II and Koomooloo, by then
owned by CYCA Commodore Norman Rydge jnr and
with former America’s Cup skipper Jock Sturrrock as
principal helmsman.

This time the team performed poorly in the first
two races sailed in light winds but suddenly looked
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formidable when the breeze piped up for the third race,
a 30 nautical mile Solent event.

Many boats in the 16 teams got into trouble
downwind and there were wild broaches all over the
place, but the Australians coped well with Sa/acia taking
second place, Ragamujfin third and Koomooloo fourth.

At the start of the Fastnet race, the Australians were
second to the UK which that year had a team of three
S&S boats. They were then Prime Minister Ted Heath’s
new 45ft Morning Cloud, Cervantes, 40ft, and Prospect
of Whithy, 451t.

The Fastnet started with light winds and the UK
teamn looked in control, but when gale force conditions
came in from the Atlantic the Australian boats moved
up on the leaders.

Soon after they had rounded the rock, Ragamuffin
was first, Koomooloo third and Salacia fourth. It seemed
they only had to survive hard reaching and running
conditions back to Plymouth to win. Despite that, the
crew of Ragamuffin kept pushing their boat, surfing
down big seas. She blew out two spinnakers in the
process but won the entire 200 boat race on handicap.

Further disappointments

Salacia II had steering problems but came in eighth.
Koomooloo, however, lost her rudder when in third place
with 140 nautical miles to go. The crew were forced to
pull out of the race and radio for assistance.

With only two boats scoring points in the Fastnet,
Australia finished the series in third place with the UK
winning and the US taking second place.

The next Cup in 1973 saw Australia enter a very
strong team. Ragamuffin again made the team, but the
other two boats were the Bob Miller (Ben Lexcen)
designed near sisters Ginkgo and Apollo I1. Both were 45ft
with the main difference being that Gary Bogard's Gingo
was timber and Alan Bond’s Apo/lo II, aluminium. Bond
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1979 Channel race
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had chosen to build in aluminium and
to ABS scantlings as a lead up toward
his plan of building an America’s Cup
challenger. The result was that Apollo
II was a little heavier but still proved
impressive in trials.
Arriving in Britain, the Australian
rating certificates of Ginkgo and
Apollo II were queried. A re-check
found Ginkgo's measurements were incorrect but only
to the extent of requiring a small section to be shaved
off the planing boards, extending beyond the transom.

In response, Australian designer Scott Kaufman
(son of Ted Kaufman) looked at some of the other
boats. He ventured the opinion that the rating of
the 46ft German boat Saudade was surprisingly low.
The S&S designed boat had been rated in Germany
at 34.1ft compared with the smaller Ginkgo's 36.3ft,
Apollo IT’s 36.4ft and Ragamuffin's 38.11t. The other two
German yachts, Rubin, 451t, and Carina III, 43ft, also
had more favourable ratings than many other similar
sized yachts.

Despite mutterings about the accuracy of these
ratings it eventually became clear that, rather than
any skullduggery, the Germans had simply worked
unusually hard to optimise their ratings with extensive
computer analysis of every measurement. This started a
trend of working on ratings which, along with growing
disenchantment with the IOR rule, sowed the seeds
for the disillusionment that beset the Admiral’s Cup in
later years. After 1973 it was clear that teams would
have little chance of winning unless each of their boats
had been optimised to get the best possible rating under
the latest version of the IOR.

Mistakes take toll
Germany led after the Channel Race with Saudade
taking fourth place, Rubin 13th and Carina III 14th.

For Australia, Ginkgo placed fifth, Apollo II 12th
and Ragamuffin 24th, which put the Australian team in
third place behind the Dutch.

The breezes remained fresh in the two Solent races
to the delight of the Australians. But despite this they
could not equal the performance of Saudade which won
both races, skippered by Berend Beilken. The Australian
team looked like winners for much of the time but were
affected by mistakes — Apollo II, for example, getting
stuck on a mudbank. But the other two German boats
also turned in mixed results in the Solent races.

When the Fastnet race started, Australia was just
seven points behind Germany with the UK third.

The race started in a moderate following breeze that
persisted into the second day and all the way to the
rock. After all the team had rounded, the Australians
were leading the series. Then the breeze dropped out
leaving most of the fleet drifting. Germany’s Saudade
and Carina III had, however, rounded in moderate
winds and then kept well south of the rhumbline in

an attempt to stay in the breeze. They eventually met
a south-easterly that carried them most of the way to
the finish before it filled in further north behind the
rest of the fleet.

Saudade finished seventh, Carina III tenth and
Rubin eleventh to win the series ahead of Australia and
the UK.

In 1975, Australia again sent a team which, on paper,
looked the equal of any. The boats were Peter Kurts’
47ft S&S designed Love & War, Ted Kaufman’s self-
designed 41ft Mercedes IV and John Kalbetzer's 53ft
German Frers jnr designed Bumblebee IV.

The opening Channel race was sailed in moderate
to fresh conditions, but the Australian team did not
perform particularly well. Bumblebee IV finished 10th,
Love & War ninth and Mercedes IV 14th.

Worse was to come. In the first Solent race Mercedes
IV was disqualified after breaking the start and
failing to return. Bumblebee IV finished 12th and Love
& War 15th.

Frustrating calms

The second Solent race started in good breeze that
later turned light and fluky. Bumblebee IV was in a
commanding position after sailing two-thirds of the
course. Then she ran into an area of no breeze and
practically sat still as other competitors caught up.

At the final mark, Bumblebee IV appeared to have
just enough way to round, but the tide set her back and
she hit, disqualifying her from the race.

As the British team of Noryema, Yeoman XX and
Battlecry had been steadily building up points, Australia
appeared to have very little chance of turning things
around in the Fastnet race. And so it turned out.
The race again started with reasonable breeze on the
outward leg and then frustrating calms on the return
to Plymouth. Mercedes IV finished 26th, Bumbiebee IV
40th and Lowve £ War 41st. The UK, with Noryema fifth,
Yeoman XX 11th and Battlecry 12th was a clear winner.
Australia finished ninth, its worst position.

For 1977, a team of all new boats was selected: Syd
Fischer’s German Frers designed 47ft Ragamuffin,
Victorian Keith Farfor’s 48ft S&S designed Superstar
and Jim Hardy’s 41ft Runaway designed by young
Australian Allen Blackburne.

Nineteen teams contested this event, showing its
still growing popularity. The format was also changed
slightly with an additional Solent race before the
Channel race, making it a five-race series.

The Australian boats and crews went to England
well prepared. The boats were well sailed but the entire
series was sailed in light air and in these conditions the
Australian boats, selected in trials off the NSW coast, were
clearly no match to those designed predominantly for light
air and flat water. The best Australian placing in the entire
series was Runaway's eighth in the Channel Race.

The series was again won by the UK with Australia
finishing seventh.
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Ragamuffin gets
caught out by a gust
on the Solent in1979
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Impetuous 19th. That was
enough to put Australia
in second place behind
Ireland.
The day of the next
Solent race, the weather
had turned gusty and rainy,
and it seemed the expected change to predominantly
strong westerly conditions was on its way. By race time
the breeze was strong but still gusty. The direction was,
however, steady enough for a start.

As the fleet approached the line it was clear one end
was biased, the fleet bunched up and many crossed early
with the result that a general recall was signalled.

Soon afterwards Police Car, on port tack, found
herself bearing down on the Brazilian yacht Indigo on
starboard. The Australians called for Indigo to hold her
course and prepared to head up. But Indige’s helmsman
headed up to allow the Australians to maintain their
course. The result was that Indigo’s bow speared into
Police Car’s starboard side.

The impact threw Police Car foredeck hand John
Mooney overboard between the two boats. He was
caught between the hulls as they swung together
breaking an arm and injuring both his legs.

Police Car’s navigator Ron Packer and a crewman
from Indigo jumped overboard to help Mooney. They
supported him in the water until a photographer’s
inflatable boat was able to make a rescue.

The boat’s crew was shaken, but with Mooney safe
they decided to try to start. Mooney’s place was taken
by Impetuous crewman Peter Long giving each boat a
crew of nine.

The split in the Police Car’s topsides was above the
waterline but the boat took water when heeled to starboard.
With the split stuffed with sailbags, the boat made the
start and crossed in the middle of the fleet.

The other two Australian boats also made un-
impressive starts. Over the rest of the race Ragamuffin
never looked like making up the time it had lost
to Williwaw and Aries. Impetuous, which had been
blanketed by some of the bigger yachts at the start,
never recovered either.

Ragamuffin was placed 22nd, with Williwaw
and Airies taking first and second. Impetuous was
placed 23rd.

But there had been more drama aboard Police Car
during the race. With many yachts again getting out of
control downwind, Police Car made spectacular gains.
Then, as the Australian yacht rounded the bottom mark
and went back on the wind, an awkward sea caught
helmsman Chris Packer off balance and he slipped on
the cockpit floor sliding under the tiller. By the time he

had scrambled back on his feet, the bow of Police Car
had slammed into the Japanese yacht Koteru Teru II.
Apart from damaging the Japanese boat, this put a new
hole in Police Car’s bow which spurted a jet of water
back as far as the mast. The crew plugged more sailbags
into the forward hole and raced on. Police Car would
have placed sixth but was relegated to equal 17th as a
result of a protest from Koteru Teru II.

The day was far from successful for the Australian
team but they were still in with a chance. Fortunately,
mixed results for many of the other leading teams meant
that Australia retained third place, behind Ireland and
the US, so everything would depend on the Fastnet race
and fresh conditions were being forecast.

The high pressure system warm weather returned
and two days later the Fastnet started in a light westerly
headwind that faded to almost nothing as a pink sun
sunk below a hazy turquoise horizon. But somewhere
off Newfoundland on the other side of the Atlantic a
low pressure cell was gathering intensity and would
soon head east.

Sombre victory

The fleet made its way westward with calms and adverse
tides providing the usual frustrations. On the third day
the breeze began to increase and it became obvious that
a strong cold front was approaching.

The crews of all three Australian yachts experienced
momentous roundings of the Fastnet rock.

Ragamuffin was flattened near the rock when a large
breaking sea crashed into the mainsail. The boat righted
itself safely, but the headboard had been torn out of the
sail and the boom vang broken.

The crew of Impetuous saw the lee side of the rock
deep in foam as they rounded, but some of them
have even stronger memories of a wave that filled
the cockpit and swept them back to the limits of
their lifelines.

Police Car recorded a speed of 20 knots as it
reached towards the rock, but that experience was soon
overshadowed when a knockdown flattened the yacht
until the mast was pointing down the face of a wave.

All three yachts survived by keeping up enough
speed to maintain good steerage.

The Australian team was the first to reach Plymouth,
proof enough that they had won the Admiral’s Cup.

Impetuous was placed third, Police Car fourth and
Ragamuffin 13th in the triple point scoring race.

But at that time all the team members were

concerned about was the safety of other competitors,
many of whom were rescued by helicopter and 15 of
whom never made landfall
Source: Yachting inAustralia,Lou d’ Alpuget Hutchinson
Australia, 1980.
Note: In the April/May issue I described Mercedes 111
as being designed jointly by Ted Kaufman and Bob Miller
(Ben Lexcen). As several CYCA members have pointed out,
Kaufman was the sole designer. — Editor
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the OzBoyz syndicate conceding that it had no chance
of raising adequate funds in time.

The OzBoyz syndicate is, instead, adopting a long-
term approach, at this stage focusing on encouraging
the participation of young Australians on the world
match racing circuit.

The two biggest name helmsmen in the recent
history of the Cup, Dennis Conner and Russell Coutts,
are expected to be absentees from the contest. Conner
and Coutts are, however, likely to be spearheading a
New York Yacht Club backed challenge for America’s
Cup which follows 2007.

The total number of syndicates, at this stage, is
just short of the record 13 from six countries when
Australia lost the Cup in Fremantle in 1987 to a US
crew skippered by Connor.

— Adrian Herbert

SUPER MAXI
DEVELOPMENTS

Grant Wharington's super maxi Skandia has been
relaunched after a complete refit following the failure of
its canting keel in the Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race
and resulting capsize. Modifications have been made
to the underwater appendages which Wharington says
will make the boat up to 15 per cent faster. The yacht
was relaunched in time to meet its schedule of being
shipped to Britain to compete in August’s Fastnet race.
Meanwhile, Ludde Ingvall's Nicorette, which took
Line Honours in the Hobart Race and then later lost its
rig off the Gold Coast, has been listed for sale. And a new
super maxi Wild Oats commissioned by Bob Oatley is on
track for completion in time to compete in this year’s
Rolex Sydney Hobart Yacht Race. — Adrian Herbert

DEATH OF ‘BARNEY’ DAVIES

CYCA member Bernard William Davies — known as
‘Barney’ or ‘Rubble’— died on 25 March.

Barney was a very humble man. You did not really
meet him; you came across him, a sort of background
fellow. However, he was always there, particularly on
small sea-going boats and especially when things were
getting difficult (rough).

Because of age problems I accompanied Barney to
Boy Messenger’s and then, recently, Peter Kurts’ funeral.
When speaking to Peter Shipway about Barney’s death,
I reminded him that ‘Rubble’ was not a great sailor as
such like ‘Messo’ or Kurts but a seaman, a
person who loved being at sea regardless
of conditions — the longer the better.

B.W. Davies was born in Melbourne
on 2 October 1920. As a young man, he
proved bright enough to be a doctor but
his parents could not afford to support him
through a medical degree so he qualified
as an engineer. He then married a lady,
Eunice, whom he knew had terminal
tuberculosis. They travelled to Sydney
in 1945 on a forty-foot ketch Eunice J.
Sydney was to be only a stopover port
but they fell in love with it, particularly
Rushcutters Bay, and sailed no further.

Barney competed in the second Sydney Hobart Yacht
Race in 1946 with Eunice J, but due to bad weather, lack
of communication and the like he took either eight or
ten days to complete the course. He was adamant that
he finished correctly, but there was no official vessel on
hand and the boat is officially recorded as ‘disqualified’.
I think I know who was right. Barney’s wife Eunice died
a few years later.

In 1955, Barney married his second wife Betty and
their only child Sharon was born in 1957. Having sold
Eunice ] some years before, he crewed on Wild Wave with

‘Barney’ Davies

another Melbournian John Gillian for a few years.

In the meantime, Barney started his own process
engineering business in Paddington and later bought
land and established B.W. Davies Pty Ltd in Robey
Street, Mascot which still operates on a limited capacity
today. He went on to buy shareholdings in Dynamic
Roller Co, training up with fellow CYCA member Bill
Burcher who also passed away recently.

I met Barney Davies in the late sixties in the company
of his previous captain ‘Big Bad’ John Gillian who then
owned the steel Frers-designed 41-footer, Weatherly.
Iater sailed the 1969 Hobart with Barney
on this boat, along with Billy Wright and
Greg Gillian (or ‘Little Awful’ as he was
known), a very good foredeck hand.

In the galeswept 1970 Sydney Hobart
Yacht Race, Barney and I were on the Alan
Payne-designed Fare Thee Well, owned
by Tim Easdon, along with Tony Cable,
“Tweetie’ Thompson, David Lawson, Ross
Shaw and Oddy Karlsen.

It blew 70 odd knots for nearly three
days. The enormous seas caused 25 per
cent retirements, the most to that date.
In atrocious conditions, Barney and big
Oddy never gave up trying to get the damaged steering
hawser back on the drum.

Apart from anything else, Barney Davies was an
excellent cook, using fresh meat and vegetables only on
board. In this capacity, he was aboard John Kahlbetzer’s
Bumblebee 4, skippered by Graham ‘Frizzle’ Freeman in
1979 when it took Line Honors.

In 2003, the CYCA accorded Barney the honor of
firing the Preparatory Gun for that year’s Rolex Sydney
Hobart Yacht Race.

Barney Davies is survived by his daughter Sharon, her
husband Gary and their son Shaun. - John Dawson
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